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the cap for Penang when the

state’s own Integrated Circuit
(IC) Design and Digjtal Park is
fully completed.

The project encompasses a
sprawling million sq ft of prime
office space, including the exist-
ing Innoplex building, within the
Bayan Lepas Industrial Park.

Covering 105 acres, this
project unfolds in two distinct
phases.

The first phase is currently
underway, featuring the con-
struction of two office buildings:
GBS By The Sea and GBS Tech-
Space.

These structures, totalling
350,000 sq ft, represent an in-
vestment of RM347 million.

Completion is slated for the
fourth quarter of this year.

The park's second phase in-
volves the establishment of an-
other prominent structure, GBS
TechnoPlex, at RM308 million.

This addition will contribute
an extra 500,000 sq ft to the
project by 2027.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow announced the ambitious
plan, underscoring Penang's
commitment to fostering inno-
vation, driving growth in key in-
dustries and attracting top-tier
talent to the state.

"Construction of both phas-
es commenced early last year.

IT will be another feather in
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esign Park mark of
ate’s commitment

Chow explaining the details of the IC design park to those present, mcluding Lim (third from right)
and state assemblymen.

Once completed, the park will
host  highimpact initiatives
spanning IC Design, research
and development (R&D), Glob-
al Business Services (GBS),
digital technology investments,
and a circular digjital economy
ecosystem,” he said at a press
conference at the Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC) in
Bayan Lepas on May 4.

"In the first phase, the offic-
es will boast high-spec building
features alongside cutting-edge
engineering lab facilities. Ad-
ditionally, ample parking bays
for up to 1,000 vehicles will be
provided.

"We strive to be at the fore-
front of the digital economy sec-
tor through this initiative," he
added.

Chow said the state was now

formulating an incentive pack-
age for strategic investors keen
to enhance and complement
the park.

"The incentives are designed
to bolster Penang's current
investment ecosystem. Fur-
thermore, our vision includes
enriching the park with contem-
porary amenities such as safe
pedestrianfriendly ~ walkways,
bicycle lanes, park-andride fa-
cilities and designated areas for
recreational activities.

"These enhancements are
poised to fortify Penang's stand-
ing as the premier investment
destination for businesses.

"The existing area is already
home to key players in the GBS
and IC Design industries, includ-
ing industry giants like Intel,
Motorola, AMD, Microchip, UST

Global, Siemens and Zebra.

"Additionally, we anticipate
unveiling four more promi-
nent global investors soon,"
Chow said.

Chow emphasised that the
manufacturing and services
sectors remain the state's
twin engines of growth, point-
ing out that both sectors con-
tributed 95% of the state's
total revenue.

"We are now seeing an in-
creasing demand from the digj-
tal economy sectors, particular-
ly the IC Design, R&D and GBS.
We have garnered nearly RM20
billion of approved investments
in the services sector over the
past five years.

"Penang boasts a thriving
ecosystem of over 200 Malay-
sia Digjtal Status companies.
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"Moreover, we are witness-
ing the rise of third-party ser-
vice providers, including IC
Design and knowledge-based
solutions firms, alongside the
established players in Penang.

"Over the last three de-
cades, Penang has nurtured
more than 20 specialised IC
Design companies, featuring
a strong presence from global
leaders like Infineon, Lattice,
Synopsys, and Efinix.

"Penang is also home to
several homegrown IC design
enterprises, including Oppstar
Technology, SkyeChip, and In-
finecs Systems, among oth-
ers," he said.

Also present during the me-
dia conference were former
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, state Local
Government, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
H'ng Mooi Lye, assemblymen
Joseph Ng (Air Itam), Heng Lee
Lee (Berapit), Ong Ah Teong
(Batu Lancang) and Chee Yeeh
Keen (Bagan Jermal).

Others were Penang Hill Cor-
poration (PHC) general manager
Datuk Cheok Lay Leng, PDC
chief executive officer Datuk
Aziz Bakar and State Secretary
Datuk Rosli Isa.

*See also p3
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HEN Yang di-Pertua
Negeri Tun Ahmad
Fuzi Abdul Razak sug-

gested planting more than a
million trees in one day, little
would he have known that his
suggestion would become a
huge achievement.

Ahmad Fuzi's idea has made
it to the Malaysia Book of Re-
cords (MBOR) after more than
one million trees were success-
fully planted across the state to
mark Earth Day recently.

The initiative is known as
the “Planting One Million Trees
Within a Day in conjunction with
Earth Day”.

The programme has earned
the distinction of planting the
most trees in a single day.

The programme was organ-
ised by Penang Governor's Char-
ity Foundation (Yayasan Amal
Tuan Yang Terutama Yang di-Per-
tua Negeri Pulau Pinang) in col-
laboration with the office of Pen-
ang Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu.

The foundation’s chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Seri Rozali

Mahmud was presented with
the award by MBOR chief oper-
ating officer Christopher Wong
Hong Wai.

The ceremony, held at Ahmad
Fuzi's official residence in Seri
Mutiara on April 22, was also
witnessed by Ahmad Fuzi and
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Rozali praised the determi-
nation and commitment of the
people of Penang, whose spirit
was instrumental in making the
programme a success.

“As of 5.30pm today, we have
successfully planted a total of
1,251,512 trees across various
locations in the state.

“This achievement was made
possible through the strong
commitment of various stake-
holders, including government
agencies, the private sector,
various nongovernmental or-
ganisations (NGOs), community
associations, schools and indi-

Helping to sow seeds of change

HIKERS Roundtable, actively
involved in the “Planting One
Million Trees Within a Day” in
conjunction with the Earth Day
programme on April 22, made a
significant contribution by plant-
ing 2,000 trees during the event.

Tony Leng, the president of
the Hikers Roundtable, an al
liance of outdoor recreation
groups, described the pro-
gramme as “timely”.

He said Hikers Roundtable
mobilised 270 volunteers for the
initiative.

“The programme resonates
deeply with the core values of
Hikers Roundtable.

“This powerful programme
highlights the interdepen-
dency of nature and humans:
when one is enhanced, the
other benefits.

“What’s more, it underscores
the fact that a better ecosystem
will improve our quality of life.

“When some government
agencies (like Penang Hill Corpo-
ration, Penang Forestry Depart-
ment, Penang Botanic Garden)
and private land owners ap-
proached Hikers Roundtable to
collaborate on this programme,
we jumped at it,” Leng said.

They planted Shorea/Meranti
saplings at various locations on

Penang Hill.

FMM Penang Branch also
played a pivotal role in making
the event a grand success by
contributing both manpower and
tree sponsorship.

L.H. Tan, a committee mem-
ber of the FMM Penang Branch,
said they were honoured to be a
part of the historic event.

“Through the dedication
and generosity of FMM and its
members, a remarkable 20,000
Meranti forest saplings were
contributed, marking a historic
milestone in our conservation
efforts,” said Tan, the organis-
ing chairman for the FMM Yayas-
an Amal TYT Tree Planting event.

Lions Club of George Town
partnered with Penang Hill Cor-
poration in the programme.

They planted Pinang saplings,
a symbol of the state, near the ¥
Penang Hill signage that the club
sponsored and built as part of
their 60th anniversary commem-
orative project in January.

“The sign is already a hit with
tourists wanting an Instagram-
able experience. The Pinang
trees will further add to the total
experience of Love Penang Hill,”
said Datuk Jimmy Ong, a mem-
ber of the board of directors of
the Lions Club of George Town.

Wong (third from left) presenting the MBO
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R awarci to Rozali (sixth from left). Witnessing the

occasion are (from left) Rosli, Mohamad, Chow. Ahmad Fuzi, Law and Sundarajoo.

viduals,” Rozali said.

Ahmad Fuzi remarked that
Penang has made history with
this achievement.

“l am proud to announce
the successful completion of
our mission to plant one million
trees within a day. What is even
more remarkable is that we sur-
passed our goal, with a total of
1,251,512 trees planted today.

“I would like to extend my
deepest appreciation to all the
stakeholders who participated
in the programme,” he said.

Chow commended Ahmad

Push for cost-effective

THE Penang government could
look into eco-friendly strategies
similar to Singapore’s upcoming
ocean-based carbon dioxide re-
moval facility, especially if they
offer a cost-effective solution.

Quoting a news report from
Channel News Asia (CNA), Air
Putih assemblyman Lim Guan
Eng said the US$20 million
(about RM85 million) full-scale
demonstration plant, dubbed
the Equatic-1, was a collabora-
tion between Singapore’'s na-
tional water agency PUB, UCLA
and Equatic, a startup founded
by UCLA scientists.

When fully completed at
PUB’s research and develop-
ment facility in Tuas, Equatic-1
will be equipped to remove 10
metric tonnes of carbon dioxide
per day from seawater and the
atmosphere, the article said.

“Utilising electrolysis, an elec-
trical current is passed through
seawater brought in from the ad-
jacent PUB desalination plants
to break it down into its carbon-
negative hydrogen and oxygen
constituents.

“The process allows atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide, as well
as carbon dioxide dissolved

Fuzi for initiating the project.

“This noble initiative can
mitigate the impact of climate
change, and reduce carbon emis-
sions and greenhouse gases.

“It is also very much in line
with the Penang2030 vision of ‘A
Family-Focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation’.

“In a dynamic state like Pen-
ang, renowned for its appeal to
foreign investors and standing
as one of the most sought-after
destinations in the peninsula,
tree-planting is a vital initiative to
complement the thriving indus-

Lim (centre), Syerlee
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na (left) and Ng (right) planting their saplings

trial sector,” he said.

Also present were Penang
State Secretary Datuk Rosli
Isa, State Legislative Assembly
Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang,
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Dr
Mohamad Abdul Hamid, state
Social Development, Welfare
and Non-Islamic Religious Af-
fairs Committee chairman Lim
Siew Khim, state Youth, Sports
and Health Committee chair-
man Daniel Gooi Zi Sen, Sunda-
rajoo and Penang Green Council
(PGC) general manager Jose-
phine Tan Mei Ling.

carbon removal solutions

s

at Tapak Pertanian Bandar JKKK Kampung Bharu.

in seawater, to be trapped in
the form of solid calcium and
magnesium-based materials for
at least 10,000 years. These
carbon byproducts could poten-
tially be used in the construction
industry for land restoration, ce-
ment, or concrete.”

Lim said such a green initia-
tive would be beneficial for Pen-
ang if it is cost-effective.

“Perhaps the state govern-
ment can consider it if the cost
is feasible, possibly through a
collaboration with the federal
government,” he added.

Lim, together with Air Itam
assemblyman Joseph Ng, and
Bukit Bendera MP Syerleena Ab-
dul Rashid, said this after taking

part in a tree-planting event at
Tapak Pertanian Bandar JKKK
Kampung Bharu on April 22, in
support of the “Planting One
Million Trees Within a Day in
conjunction with Earth Day” pro-
gramme.

Before planting his saplings,
Lim lauded the efforts of several
parties and individuals, includ-
ing Ng, Kampung Bharu Village
Community Management Coun-
cil (MPKK), and the Penang Is-
land City Council, for transform-
ing the formerly abandoned land
into the Tapak Pertanian Bandar
JKKK Kampung Bharu.

Some 50 saplings were
planted at the Tapak Pertanian
Bandar JKKK Kampung Bharu.
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Northern Zone, |
Madani Rakyates
programme a h|t

HE Northern Zone Madani
TRakyat programme held at

Tapak Pesta Pulau Pinang
in Sungai Nibong was a huge
success with over 200,000
visitors from Penang and neigh-
bouring states.

Held for three days from
May 3, this programme was a
continuation of the Madani gov-
ernment’s first anniversary cel-
ebration.

It offered a special platform
for the community to access in-
formation about 196 services
provided by federal and state
governments and their agencies.

Additionally, visitors enjoyed
exhibitions of government as-
sets, mobile services such as
dental checkups and treat-
ments, blood donation cam-
paigns, recycling services, mas-
sage therapy, beauty services,
and open job interviews.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war lbrahim, who officiated the
closing ceremony, expressed
his appreciation to those who
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came from far and near.

“It is truly heartening to
witness the overwhelming re-
sponse to the three-day North-
ern Zone Madani Rakyat pro-
gramme.

“The immense support from
the people of Penang and neigh-
bouring states like Kedah, Per-
lis and Perak underscores its
significance.

“With a wide spectrum of
196 services across various
ministries, including state agen-
cies, the programme is commit-
ted to addressing the diverse
needs of our citizens.

“Beyond being a mere event,
it serves as a platform to high-
light ongoing and future govern-
ment initiatives, fostering great-
er understanding and engage-
ment within our society,” Anwar
said in his speech on May 5.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow praised the collaborative ef-
forts of the federal government,
relevant ministries, and state
agencies for ensuring the seam-
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The huge crowd welcommg Anwar as he arrives for the programme’s closmg ceremony.

less execution of the three-day
programme.

“This platform serves as a
stage to highlight both current
and upcoming government ini-
tiatives, promoting deeper un-
derstanding and involvement
within our society.

“We hope it becomes an an-
nual event due to its positive im-
pact on the community,” he said.

Chow expressed gratitude
to the federal government for
greenlighting several crucial in-
frastructure projects for Penang,
such as the Penang LRT and the
expansion of Penang Internation-
al Airport, among others.

Emphasising the significance
of cooperation between the
federal government and the

state government, he stressed
the importance of adhering to
established timelines in imple-
menting planned development
and infrastructure projects, en-
suring that the populace can
reap their benefits in due time.

On a separate matter, Anwar
also announced that the Sultan
of Perak, Sultan Nazrin Shah,
and the Perak government have
agreed to the Perak-Penang wa-
ter deal.

He said water supply to Pen-
ang would be facilitated through
the Kerian Integrated Green In-
dustrial Park, extending to Se-
berang Perai.

“The first phase will reach Se-
berang Perai including Nibong
Tebal and Sungai Bakap,” he

said, adding that more informa-
tion regarding this matter would
be announced soon.

Among others present at
the programme were Chief
Secretary to the Government
Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali, Penang
State Secretary Datuk Rosli
Isa, Transport Minister Anthony
Loke, Human Resources Min-
ister Steven Sim, Economy
Minister Rafizi Ramli, Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Dr Moha-
mad Abdul Hamid, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo,
state Social Development, Wel-
fare and Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim and former Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, who is
also Bagan MP.

AN investment of more than
US$100 million is expected to
be made in Penang by three
prominent international semi-
conductor companies.

China Wafer Level CSP Co Ltd
(WLCSP), Ningbo SJ Electronics
Co Ltd (SJE) and Wuxi AMTE Inc
(AMTE) are set to strengthen the
integrated circuit (IC) design and
advanced packaging sectors.

WLCSP revolutionises the
semiconductor industry by de-
veloping innovative technolo-
gies and assisting its custom-
ers in implementing high-volume
manufacturing of reliable, minia-
turised, high-performance and
costeffective ~ semiconductor
packages.

The company’s approach has
allowed it to become one of the
most widely proliferated packag-
ing technologies in history.

Meanwhile, SJE has exten-
sive experience in materials
and equipment, as well as ex-
ceptional research and devel-
opment capabilities. The com-
pany can also provide unigue
solutions in advanced packag-

Penang strengthens |C design ecosystem

ing and core materials required
for high-power and ultralarge
chip packaging.

Lastly, AMTE is a leading pro-
vider of produced semiconduc-
tor manufacturing apparatus in
China with its main products
focusing on etching and film
process equipment which is
widely used in the front end of
semiconductor IC design and
system-on-chip (SOC) process-
ing, especially in the fabrication
of compound semiconductors
and others.

AMTE also signed a strate-
gic cooperation agreement with
Chinese automaker BYD in
2022, which has since become
the largest external sharehold-
er of AMTE.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said these three compa-
nies are set to bolster Penang’s
growing IC design and advanced

packaging ecosystem.
He said, parallel with the
New Industrial Master Plan

2030 (NIMP 2030),
Penang is leading
the nation into the
front-end realm
of the chip value
chain.

“We believe
these three semi-
conductor compa-
nies are essential
towards  strength-
ening and evolv-
ing our outsourced
semiconductor as-
sembly and test services as
well as IC design capacities and
ecosystem,” Chow told a press
conference on April 27.

According to Chow, Blue
Chip Venture Capital (BCVC)
played a pivotal role in at-
tracting these strategic invest-
ments to Penang.

BCVC is a specialised fund
that aims to enhance technol-
ogy and value in the semicon-
ductor industry.

“Their signing of the Memo-

randum of Under-
standing (MoU) at
the KL20 Summit
2024,  between
these three semi-
conductor  com-
panies laid the
groundwork for this
introduction.

“Furthermore,
BCVC's efforts to
attract internation-
al foreign direct
investments  (FDI)
specifically targeting the semi-
conductor sector align seam-
lessly with the state’s strategy
to draw highervalue-added ac-
tivities.

“Penang takes pride in be-
ing selected as the preferred
location for these three corpora-
tions, a testament to the trust
and confidence foreign inves-
tors have in the state,” said
Chow.

Meanwhile, BCVC co-founder
and chief executive officer Tim

Chen (pix) said an additional 15
hightech companies have ex-
pressed interest in exploring in-
vestment prospects in Penang.

“Further discussions with
those companies are ongoing,”
he added.

Chow said the official an-
nouncement regarding the in-
vestment by WLCSP, SJE, and
AMTE would be made by the
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (Mida).

“This process will span sev-
eral months as these three
companies must meet vari-
ous conditions and technical
requirements before Mida can
officially announce their inclu-
sion in the national investment
figures,” he said.

Also present during the
press conference were BCVC
chief operating officer CK Tan,
BCVC board member Datuk
Seri Nelson Koay and BCVC
admin and finance manager
Tan Pey San.
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EM, a specialist in electrical
Lmeasurement technology, has

opened its US$17 million state-
of-the-art factory in Penang.

This cutting-edge facility at the Penang
Science Park North in Simpang Ampat
merges advanced manufacturing tech-
nology with eco-friendly designs.

LEM chief executive officer Frank Re-
hfeld said the new facility is the compa-
ny’s first manufacturing plant in Malaysia.

“It is vital that the company contin-
ues to invest in state-ofthe-art facilities
where it can manufacture world-leading
products for a range of rapidly developing
markets.

“Thus, LEM chose to make such a
substantial investment in Penang in rec-
ognition of the region’s expertise in semi-
conductor production.

“Setting up this new factory also re-
flects LEM’s growth plan which is driven
by increasing global demand for the com-
pany’s core products, current and volt-
age sensors.

“The need for decarbonisation in mo-
bility, industry, energy production, as
well as our private lives has led to an
increased need for our products across
all sectors where LEM’s products are
used, including automation, automotive,
traction, and renewable energy,” Rehfeld
said in his speech during the ground-
breaking ceremony at the Penang Sci-
ence Park North in Simpang Ampat on
April 19.

Also present were Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Swiss Ambassador to Malay-

sia Andrea Reichlin, Penang Trade, En-
trepreneurial Development and Rural De-
velopment Committee chairman Rashidi
Zinol, Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik, InvestPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Penang Mida
(Malaysian Investment Development Au-
thority) director Muhammad Ghaddaffi
Sardar Mohamed, LEM Board of Direc-
tors chairman Andreas Hirlimann and
LEM Malaysia Sdn Bhd general manager
Gregorie Lafore.

According to Rehfeld, the new
12,000sq m plant is expected to gener-
ate 500 jobs in the next few years.

“We expect to increase the headcount
to more than 200 people by March 2025
and eventually more than 500, with sales
from the factory expected to reach over
200 million (about RM1. billion).

“We are very optimistic that having a
state-of-the-art facility in this region with
the ability to test our own semiconduc-
tors will be a major boost for our integrat-
ed current sensing business.
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“Wlth plans in place already for an ex-
tension on the additional 5,000sq m of
land, the new factory features a state-of-
the-art logistic system including automat-
ic guided vehicles (AGVs) on the shop
floor which transport components from
the warehouse to the hightech produc-
tion lines,” he said.

Meanwhile, Chow was delighted to
welcome LEM to Penang.

“We are delighted that such an inter-
nationally renowned company, with a
reputation for dedication to quality, has
chosen to invest not just in the region,
which is renowned for its supply chain
resilience and a well-developed ecosys-
tem, but also in the acknowledged exper-
tise of our people.

“LEM, since its establishment in 1972
in Geneva, Switzerland, has earned a dis-
tinguished reputation as a global leader
in providing innovative solutions for mea-
suring electrical parameters.

“Their focus on current and voltage
transducers has served various indus-
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tries, spanning from drives and welding
to renewable energies and power sup-
plies, and from traction to high precision,
conventional, and green cars business-
es,” said Chow.

Chow added LEM’s new facility marks
another stride forward in its growth tra-
jectory and represents a substantial in-
vestment in the region.

“Moreover, Penang, renowned for its
well-developed industrial  ecosystem,
boasts the capacities and capabilities to
support the needs of industrial players in
next-generation technologies and growth
strategies."
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Penang Hill Festival
introduces songwriting

competition

CALLING all musicians - budding and oth-
erwise!

In celebration of the fifth edition of
the annual Penang Hill Festival (PHF)
from July 19 to 21, the Penang Hill Cor-
poration (PHC) will hold a songwriting
competition alongside several other en-
gaging activities.

The songwriting competition, themed
“Penang Hill — A Treasured Gem”, wel-
comes musicians to compose original
songs that encapsulate the essence and
allure of Penang Hill.

The competition, organised in collabo-
ration with Cadenza Music & Performing
Arts Academy, is open to all Malaysians
aged 15 and above.

The winning entry will be selected as
the official theme song of Penang Hill.

Entry is free! And registration ends
on June 17, with submissions accepted
from June 18 to July 31.

The champion will receive RM3,000,
first runnerup RM1,500, second run-
nerup RM800, and there will be three
Awards of Excellence, each accompanied
by a trophy and a certificate of achieve-
ment for the winners.

Alongside the songwriting competition,
the three-day PHF2024 promises an array
of exciting programmes, including talks,
heritage and nature discovery walks, ex-
hibitions, photography workshops, and
the much-anticipated “Music on the Hill
— East Meets West” on July 21.

PHC is also looking for individuals to
join them as volunteers for the festival.
Interested individuals may look out for
the registration link shared on PHC'’s so-
cial media pages and website.

For more information on the pro-
gramme details and registration for the
events, stay updated on Penang Hill Cor-
poration’s official Facebook page.
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R Malaysia to achieve its
Fsion of becoming a high-
income nation soon, the
country must view artificial intel
ligence (Al) as a pathway to mark
its global economic presence.

As Al is becoming an impor-
tant tool that automates key
operations across numerous in-
dustries, Penang has embraced
this trend through the launch of
“Experience Al” programme.

It is a cutting-edge Al and ma-
chine learning programme for
teachers and students funded by
and developed in collaboration
with the Raspberry Pi Foundation
and Google DeepMind.

The programme is supported
by the Penang Science Cluster
(PSC).

Scheduled for implementation
nationwide, this programme will
engage several states, includ-
ing Penang, Kedah, Perlis, Perak
and Selangor.

their sights on benefitting some
1,000 teachers and 10,000
students across all five states
through this programme.

On Feb 7 and 8, PSC and
the Northeast District Educa-
tion Offices (PPD) piloted this
programme involving 56 stu-
dents and 14 teachers from 14
schools in Penang.

PSC chief executive officer
Datuk Ooi Peng Ee emphasised
the significance of equipping stu-
dents with essential Al+related
skills to navigate an Al-driven fu-
ture successfully.

“Technology is growing fast,
and the bottom line, Al is truly
revolutionary and will impact our
lives and industries.

“I would like to thank Rasp-
berry Pi Foundation and Google
DeepMind for providing this won-
derful opportunity to our teach-
ers and empowering our young
students throughout Malaysia
with a solid Al foundation to ride
this revolutionary technological
wave,” Ooi said in his speech

Chow, Lim (second row, standing fifth from left, Gooi (second row, standing second from rlght) Abdul
Said (second row, standing right), Lam (third row, standing right) and Ooi (third row, standing left)
posing for a photo with the students during the event.

during the launch of the pro-
gramme at Wisma Yeap Chor Ee,
where PSC is located, on April 6.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow was truly im-
pressed with the initiative and re-
garded it as a stepping stone in
the state’s efforts to prepare its
students and teachers towards
a highly competitive and Al-driven
future.

“We stand at the crossroads
of an Al-driven era. We must rec-
ognise its potential to revolution-

IN today’s rapidly evolving
technological landscape, ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) stands
out as a critical force
that will impact ev-
eryone across vari-
ous industries.

With approxi-
mately 20% of jobs
potentially at risk of
automation by Al, it
is becoming increas- *%
ingly clear that under- 4
standing and leverag- -
ing this technology
will be essential for thriving
in the future job market, says
Penang Science Cluster chief
executive officer Datuk Ooi
Peng Ee.

“While the exact extent
to which Al will reshape the
workforce remains uncertain,
one thing is certain: in a sce-
nario where two candidates
are vying for a position, the
one who knows how to ef-
fectively utilise Al to enhance
productivity and creativity will
have a distinct advantage.

“As Al continues to perme-
ate different sectors, individu-
als equipped with Al skills will
be better positioned to adapt
to the changing demands of

Embracing Al education

the job market.

“Recognising this
imminent shift, it is
crucial to prepare
students for the Al
driven future,” Ooi
(pix) told Buletin
Mutiara during an
interview at PSC re-
cently.

He said the
speed of Al adoption
has been remarkable, surpass-
ing even the most popular social
media platforms.

“For instance, while it took
WhatsApp more than three
years to reach 100 million
users, ChatGPT achieved a
similar milestone in just two
months, highlighting the phe-
nomenal rate of adoption of Al
technologies.

“However, alongside the
excitement surrounding Al’s
potential, it is essential to ad-
dress its limitations and ethi-
cal considerations.

“One of the significant chal-
lenges with generative Al, includ-
ing ChatGPT, is its tendency to
‘hallucinate’ or provide mislead-

ing information convincingly.

“This emphasises the impor-
tance of teaching students how
to critically evaluate and validate
the output of Al models, ensur-
ing they cross-check references
and discern between reliable
and unreliable information.

“Moreover, issues such as
bias and ethical implications
associated with Al must also
be addressed. Students need
to comprehend not only how to
use Al responsibly but also the
broader societal impacts and
ethical dilemmas surrounding
its deployment,” Ooi added.

Ooi said he was encouraged
to see students enthusiasti-
cally embracing Al, particularly
through platforms like ChatGPT,
during the launch of Experience
Al Malaysia 2024 on April 6.

Ooi mentioned that Experi-
ence Al Malaysia 2024 is a
cuttingedge  artificial  intelli-
gence and machine learning
programme for teachers and
students, funded by and devel-
oped in collaboration with the
Raspberry Pi Foundation and
Google DeepMind.

ise industries, redefine jobs, and
shape our societies.

“According to a report by Ma-
laysia Center for 4th Industrial
Revolution in 2022, Al, particu-
larly generative Al, has the po-
tential to unlock a productive
capacity worth US$113.4 billion
in the Malaysian economy if it
holistically adopts Al across all
sectors.

“Our young students today
need to understand Al and how it
will impact them. Students need
to know what it is, how it works,
its strengths and limitations,
how to leverage these powerful
tools, the ethical issues involved
and future careers in Al awaiting
them,” Chow said in his speech.

Sharing his personal experi-
ence, Chow said ChatGPT, an
Al-driven system, which he used
recently, has the potential to
unlock information and create
a communication pathway that
goes beyond our knowledge and

imagination.

During the event, Buletin Mu-
tiara spoke to several students
who had set up booths to show-
case their exploration of tools
found online to generate Al data
most seamlessly and conve-
niently.

This was part of the pilot proj-
ect involving the participating
schools.

The rollout sessions (teachers
training) across the five states
will end in October, followed by
the advanced workshops from
October to December.

From December to February
2025, the participating schools
will be involved in project devel-
opment and the video submis-
sion process.

In March next year, the
schools that have competed and
announced as winners will be in-
vited to showcase their projects.

Further details regarding the
showcase will be shared later.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

[ ]
JUNE 16—30,2024 B
TN NoleyNofaks ADN  NoTe/Noraks | ama

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

sT 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

\ M1

AR

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

N.01 PENAGA _ PENANG CARE SOCIETY EHoﬂine
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T) T) 821 - 63% 9;%’:
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

! : DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Bukhori Ghazali m dappenang@dapmalaysia.org H 04-228 8514
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh

M

N.15 PADANG LALANG

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 04 - 530 3028
izisen nan v.m
N.16 PERAI

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Azmi Alang

M

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

U]

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n2Isgachehpk@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 593 2408
E

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

U]

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

EB 04 - 826 1898

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

EB 04 - 293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
7

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

ET% 012 - 428 5594
F

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

SIT:% 018-388 6317

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Heng

I nheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 299 2574
E

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

S,T:; 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perknidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
D'HOME CARELINE
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

&Z [/

04-829 4046

04-291 0111
04-829 9511
04-291 0100

011-5670 6261

04-229 8555

ul {"ﬁ-: e
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2024
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Anuar Yussoff 016 - 461 6390 . .
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 402 0923 2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Hooi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 5628 5600
_ Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
- ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019- 4731172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
Ahmad
5. Seberang Perai
Dato’ Omar Haiji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 Selatan
Hamid
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS N | ||
MBPP 2024 B e 2
1
1
Linggesworon O/l 013-419 9071 Nama Telefon : EDITO RIAL
Charmar 1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors :
) i ! Christopher Tan (English)
- 1
QAOUSTOOnmmOd Fadzli 011 -1109 6646 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 ] (S RS (el
1
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 Bakar Noordin 012 - 495 6347 I . Writers :
| M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 1 Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Chan Soon Aun 012 - 4850728 | Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Choong You Ray 012-456 1133 [
1
I Photographers :
Datuk Haji Abdul Razak Abdul | 012 - 464 6277 : Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Rahman ! Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114 ] Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazs, X
1 Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radyzi,
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571 ] Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omair,
Mohamed Noor ] Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 !
. ) 1 Graphic Designers :
u%m%}%g‘d 019 -477 3784 Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798 ] Idzham Ahmad
] Nasrul Amir Yahaya
Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012-552 1820 I
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977 ] Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273 ! .
] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 - ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Mohd Roshidli Roslan O19-5556607 | | Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
i i~ . . .
. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 i Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Abdullah T T e
Ooi Mei Mei 011 -1443 8734
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 .
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Ponnudurai a/l 012 - 423 3578 Rohaizat Hamid 019 -510 0075 Jm 6
V Anthony Srinvasagam
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 465 2787 — . .
Zz] www.buletinmutiara.com
sl el el Bl - 498 &2 Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 ’ ;
buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 @ chowkonyeow
Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
Theng Jie Wey 016 - 4187108 m @chowkonyeow
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162




uStory by K.H. Ong

NE hundred episodes
nd counting.
When entrepreneur

and author Krista Goon started
her podcast, Womenpreneur
Asia, four years ago, she never
imagined reaching the mile-
stone.

This achievement has fuelled
her enthusiasm and drive, lead-
ing to the launch of Season 8
last month.

Krista, as she is better known,
has consistently delivered inspir-
ing stories. The podcast has be-
come a platform for showcasing
the amazing resilience of her
guests in both the demanding
business world and their per-
sonal lives.

“I like my guests to share with
their heart, not only their suc-
cesses but also their frustrat
ing moments,” Krista (pix) told
Buletin Mutiara in an interview
recently.

Asked how she felt after com-
pleting 100 episodes on Feb 2,
Krista said: “Did | ever think |
would reach 100 episodes? No.
Because my initial intention was
simply to get it started.”

next 100 episodes

“Is she doing podcasts to
make money?” This is often one
of the first questions Krista is
asked.

“| tell people | don’t approach
podcasting with that mindset.
You use your podcast to serve
other people first and along the
way, people will help you.”

At the start of every episode,
Krista informs her listeners that
the podcast is sponsored by
Redbox Studio, a company she
and her husband cofounded
over two decades ago.

In 2019, she pitched the idea
of hosting a podcast during a
presentation at a two-week lead-
ership workshop in Hawaii.

She was among 16 women
entrepreneurs  attending the
sponsored programme, organ-
ised by the USbased East-West
Centre, for women entrepre-
neurs from Asia Pacific.

Krista started to actively work
on her podcast in March 2020
during Covid-19.

While immersing herself in
podcasting, she has dedicated
time to WomenBizSENSE, which
she cofounded with Datin Jose-
phine Yoong, in 2006.

This initiative aims to nurture

and support other women entre-
preneurs in the state.

Following the advice of her
mentor, Dr Kathleen Kozak, who
also hosts a radio show in Ha-
waii, Krista chose to spotlight
Asian women entrepreneurs
rather than limiting her focus to
only Malaysians.

“If we don’t hear stories from
role models in Asia, we will not
know that Asia is so rich, so
diverse and so full of inspiring
women who initiate fascinating
businesses.”

Through her experience, Kris-
ta discovered some common
threads among women, regard-
less of whether they have 30,
10 or five years of business ex-
perience. They share the same
fears, worries and challenges.

Some stories shared by Kris-
ta's guests are remarkable, as
she encouraged them to share
narratives they have not told any-
one before.

There is one episode that
moved Krista to tears.

Yap Sook Yee, a Malaysian
woman, bravely shared her jour-
ney of coping with her child’s

rare disease, called Spinal
Muscular Atrophy (SMA), which
progressively weakens muscles
and nerves.

Devastated by a doctor's
prognosis of only a few years for
her son, Yap and her husband
made the difficult decision to
leave their jobs and dedicate
themselves to caring for him.

With her son’s muscles grow-
ing weaker, she ensures he re-
mains engaged in activities, like
drawing or painting, to prevent
him from being confined to a
wheelchair or lying down all day.

Driven by her experiences and
the lack of support groups, she

Krista says
podcasting has
given her a sense
of fulfilment as
the episodes

she shares have
benefitted her

= listeners.

A

established a non-governmental
organisation to assist families
affected by SMA.

“In Malaysia, there is hardly
any emphasis on this rare dis-
ease. A child with this condition
cannot attend school.

“For me, her story is pro-
foundly moving. She does not
know how long her son will live
but she is not giving up. As long
as she runs her NGO and sup-
port group, she will advocate for
access to life-prolonging treat-
ments.”

As Krista looks ahead, her
podcast journey continues into
the next month and beyond. For
her dedicated fans, they look for-
ward to another 100 episodes
and beyond!

PTPTN borrowers urged to
approach organisation

BORROWERS of National High-
er Education Fund Corporation
(PTPTN) loans should approach
the organisation to seek options
to settle their debts.

Giving this advice, PTPTN
chairman Datuk Norliza Abdul
Rahim said in Penang alone,
15,000 borrowers have yet to
repay their PTPTN student loans.

“We understand that in the
current economic situation, it
is very challenging for some
students to get themselves a
stable job after completing their
studies.

“We at PTPTN are readily
accessible and borrowers are
encouraged to approach us. To-
gether, we can explore the most
suitable options for them to
commence replaying their debt.
This may include restructuring
the loan repayment to allevi-
ate their financial burden,” she
said during an interview session

at the Buletin Mutiara office in
Komtar recently.

Meanwhile, she urged par-
ents to open an account in the
National Education Savings
Scheme (Simpan SSPN) as it
offers various advantages and
benefits for their children.

According to Norliza, one
of the benefits is income tax
assessment relief of up to
RMS8,000 per year.

“Simpan SSPN was intro-
duced in 2004 and remains
a competitive product, being
the preferred choice of savings
among parents for their chil-
dren’s education.

“Other advantages and bene-
fits include takaful protection for
depositors, matching grants of
up to RM10,000 for each eligi-
ble family, competitive dividend
rates, governmentguaranteed
and shariah-compliant savings,”
Norliza said.

Bodybuilder seeks sponsorship to compete internationally

AT just 34, bodybuilder Ste-
ven Mark James has already
achieved remarkable success
in state and national competi-
tions.

Having secured Mr Penang
and Mr Malaysia before turning
30, Steven is now setting his
sights on international recogni-
tion this year.

Steven, however, faces finan-
cial constraints that hinder his
ability to fully pursue his body-
building aspirations.

"l have come a long way in
bodybuilding because | am pas-
sionate about this sport. To
maintain peak physical condi-
tion, this sport demands sub-
stantial investment to excel and
compete at the highest level.

"Despite reaching out to po-
tential sponsors and individuals
for support, I've encountered
numerous challenges in secur-
ing the necessary assistance.

"With the next NPC World-
wide Muscle Contest coming up
in Vietnam and the Philippines
in October and November, | am
hoping for positive news and
contributions to assist with my
nutrition and preparation.

Steven Mark performing hammer
curls workout at the gym.

"The rising cost of living has
really taken a toll on me, par-
ticularly as | also care for my
mother following my father's
passing from a heart attack
some years ago.

"Hence, | hope good Samari-
tans will aid in my journey to
proudly represent Penang and
Malaysia on the international
platform,” said Steven when in-
terviewed by Buletin Mutiara at
a gym recently.

Touching on the cost of his
nutrition intake, Steven point-
ed out that he needs about

RM3,000 monthly.

"I am hoping for sponsor-
ship that can ensure my nu-
tritional needs are met for the
next six months leading to my
competition at the end of this
year," he said.

Living at Hong Seng Estate in
Mount Erskine, Steven juggles
his responsibilities of caring for
his mother while working as a
personal trainer for up to 10 cli-
ents each day.

His daily routine begins in the
early hours and often extends
into late nights.

"l have been in this situation
for years, sometimes facing diffi-
culties when clients are scarce.

"Hence, | hope the bodybuild-
ing sports will receive attention
from others," he said.

He also encourages young
people to embrace the sport for
its discipline-building benefits.

On his future, Steven hopes
to open a shop selling supple-
ments.

With my knowledge of nutri-
tion and vitamins gained from
my bodybuilding experience,
| hope to open a new outlet in
town," he added.
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R actor Sugeindhiran,
F\I?lhO plays Muthu in the
drama titled “Skuad JPJ
2.0”7, playing the role of an
officer in a Malaysian govern-
ment agency came with its
challenges and difficulties.

During an interview with Bule-
tin Mutiara recently, Sugeindhi-
ran revealed that Skuad JPJ 2.0
will be a special drama as it will
cover elements of not only action
but also love and comedy.

“For instance, as Muthu, |
will play the role of a nerdy so-
cially awkward Tamil hacker,
and we have done magic with
this role, whereby, everyone
will be able to witness the re-
semblance of olden days Ma-
laysian Indian actors speak-
ing Tamil mixed with the Malay
language in Malay dramas.

“Each character has a
unique storyline in this season
2 drama, and being a drama
that is based on a government
body in Malaysia, a lot of re-
search was done before the
shooting, and we were special-
ly trained by a JPJ team them-

selves,” Sugeindhiran said.

The 35vyearold Penangite,
a local celebrity emcee & pas-
sionate actor by nature, said
the entire crew would spend 12
to 14 hours daily shooting, and
the main shooting spots were
around Putrajaya and KL.

When asked about the chal
lenges he faced while filming this
drama, Sugeindhiran said get-
ting into the JPJ operation mode
and memorising the various acts
were among the hardest tasks.

“When in JPJ operation
mode, we had to be in full uni-
form monitoring the traffic and
the road users at roadblocks
under the hot sun.

“Memorising the lines was a
challenge too because we are
dealing with real policies here,
and we must ensure we don’t
spill the wrong things in front of
the camera.

“Also, it is important for us,
as actors and actresses, to read
and anticipate the situations
well, and most importantly, to be
aware of the script, especially if
any changes occur,” he added.

Sugeindhiran said since the
story revolves around the friend-

ship between friends, teamwork
was an essential quality that
had to be maintained throughout
the entire shooting.

Sugeindhiran’s past experi-
ences, especially in his acting
gigs, as well as helming the role
of the vice-president of the Music
and Drama Club at Penang Free
School, have played a key role in
shaping his career as an actor.

“Skuad JPJ 2.0” is being
aired on TV2 and the drama is
said to be driven purely to create
awareness among Malaysian
road users.

It is directed by Mohd Fazli
Yahya (Pali Yahya).

Other cast members include
Aliff Aziz, Meor Mohd, Trisha
Ooi, Erin Shahira, Rashdan Ba-
ba and Amyza Aznan.

The main producers are
Mache All Star Sdn Bhd and
the Road Transport Depart-
ment (JPJ).

Sugeindhiran
“directing” traffic
in an episode of

“Skuad JPJ 2.0”.
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Wong (front row, fifth from left) holding one of the event 7posters. With him are Lee (back row, left),
Penang Global Tourism chief executive officer Ooi Chok Yan (third from right), Teo (fifth from right) and
other industry players.

GTF set for fresh direction

SINCE its inception in 2010,

George Town Festival (GTF)
has been driven by a mission
to promote Penang’s arts, cul-
ture and heritage, and more
importantly, to showcase the
city’s charm as a Unesco World
Heritage Site.

This year, the festival, organ-
ised by Kerson Media Global
Sdn Bhd, will take place from
July 19 to 28.

The theme for this year is
“Here and Now”.

In a media conference to
officially announce the festival
on April 19, several other key
events took place, including
the unveiling of the festival's
key visuals and community en-
gagement programmes lined
up throughout the 10 days.

The visuals for this year are
designed by a multidisciplinary
design studio called Putticoop.

Its founder, Lian Kian Lek,

in his speech, said the com-
pany has designed a series of
five posters based on iconic
landmarks, such as the Pen-
ang Bridge and Komtar, to
offer a striking and refresh-
ing experience that reflects
George Town’s colourful di-
versity and the festival’s new
direction.

“The new brand identity aims
to appeal to both the local and
global community, transform-
ing GTF into a genuinely festive
occasion,” Lian said.

Meanwhile, festival director
Chin Teo said this year’'s edi-
tion will place primary impor-
tance on getting the involve-
ment of communities through
the key community engage-
ment programmes.

“These programmes  will
involve the collaboration with
local arts groups and the
transformation of local environ-

ments,” she said.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said GTF’s open
call for proposals this year
drew 364 applications from 56
countries, while the Artist-in-
Residence open call attracted
87 artists from 29 countries.

“This  overwhelming re-
sponse is evidence of the festi-
val’s reputation as a sought-af-
ter destination for international
talents, and its potential to be-
come one of the greatest arts
events in Southeast Asia,”
Wong said in his speech.

Additionally, a community
outreach programme will be
brought to the doorsteps of lo-
cal communities, such as Ta-
man Sri Janggus in Machang
Bubok and Bukit Tambun.

For more details about the
festival, visit www.georgetown-
festival.com.
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be true, chances are it may

not be true.

Giving this advice, former
Penang deputy police chief DCP
Datuk Mohamed Usuf Jan Mo-
hamad urged the people to be
wary of enticing offers regarding
investment schemes.

“How can an individual gain
20% profit through an invest-
ment scheme overnight?” Mo-
hamed Usuf told Buletin Mutiara
during an exclusive interview
at the state contingent police
headquarters (IPK) in George
Town on April 4.

“Syndicates play the num-
bers game, and for the public
to not fall prey, it is important
to always have doubts and thor-
oughly check the sources and
their credibility before making
any commitments.

“These syndicates don’t nec-
essarily operate within close dis-
tance; they could be in a differ-
ent state or country. That is how
they manipulate their potential
victims,” he added.

Within the first three months
of this year, scammers made
off with more than RM20 mil-
lion in non-existent investment
schemes.

I F something is too good to

Call to beware of scams

l

Muhamed Usuf urges people to be wary of tactics employed by
scammers.

Mohamed Usuf said de-
spite having recorded rela-
tively lower cases compared
to e-commerce, non-existent
loan schemes and others, the
losses attributed to invest-
ment scams this year were
four times higher than in 2023
(January to March).

According to findings from the
authorities, non-existent invest-
ment schemes top the list with
the highest recorded losses of

RM20,561,486.61 in Penang
from January to March this year.

From January to March 2023,
the state reported total losses
of RM5,807,395.05 due to in-
vestment scams.

In a breakdown, from January
to March, the number of love
scams surged from 22 in 2023
to 73 in 2024 and job scams
increased from 25 in 2023 to
70 in 2024. Conversely, other
scams like e-commerce (388 —

), phone (119 - 42), Macau
(97 47) and non-existent loans
(261 - 58), saw a dip in report-
ed cases.

Muhamed Usuf, with over 15
years of experience in the com-
mercial crime unit, said social
media platforms have turned
into a nice plate of dishes for
scammers to hunt for their prey.

“Social media has become
a tool of expression for many,
and without us knowing, these
scammers exploit these emo-
tions conveyed therein to their
advantage.

“Our intentions may be good
but our online exposure renders
us vulnerable to unforeseen ap-
proaches, inviting trouble that
jeopardises our safety, whether
monetary or otherwise.

“We need to understand that
scammers don’t trap their prey
overnight. They develop a char-
acter to approach their victims,
and when that character be-
comes a convincing one, that's
when all the problem starts.

“For instance, love scams
have grown to become very
popular in this modern era, with
scammers exploiting emotions
to manipulate individuals at

their most vulnerable.

“This is one of the ways po-
tential victims can fall prey to
scammers by providing them
with the opportunity to craft
compelling narratives to achieve
their objectives.

“From January to March in
2023 and 2024, we observed
a dip in cases of victims among
men and women, with the num-
ber decreasing from 538 to 243
among women and from 478 to
237 among men.

“Furthermore, our findings
also showed that a high num-
ber of cases involved individuals
between the ages of 21 and 30
and those working in the private
sector,” he added.

Muhamed Usuf also said
that there was a decrease of
6.3% in the number of police re-
ports received between 2023
and 2024.

From January to March
2023, a total of 3,331 reports
were received compared to
3,123 in 2024.

In line with this trend, he re-
affirmed the commitment of the
Penang police department to
maintain a proactive stance in
tackling scams within the state.

HOPE for affordable housing
agenda in Penang

THE Penang Housing Board has
again urged applicants to update
their data in the state Housing
Information System (HIS).

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu said
that as of April 3, there were
42,160 applications for afford-
able homes Category A, B, and
C registered in the HIS.

“However, despite calls urg-
ing applicants to update their
data in the system, only 8,135
applicants, constituting 19.30%
of the total, have complied with
this update as of April 3.

“The Penang Housing Board
encourages the applicants to
update their data to streamline
the selection process.

“Maintaining updated infor-
mation in the HIS is pivotal for
active application status and
eligibility. We encourage appli-
cants to update their data in the
system, particularly their mari-
tal status and monthly income
once every three years,” he told
a media conference at his office

in Komtar on April 4.

Sundarajoo and the Housing
Outcome Performance Commit-
tee (HOPE), under the Penang
Housing Board, had its sixth
meeting on April 4.

The committee held its first
meeting on Sept 14 last year
(2023).

HOPE was set up to stream-
line the process of offering af-
fordable housing units to eligi-
ble applicants and to ensure the
execution of housing policies at
the state level are aligned with
the Madani initiatives, the Pen-
ang2030 vision and the Penang
unity government manifesto.

Sundarajoo said a total of
2,722 applications (for Cate-
gory A, B and C) had been ap-
proved throughout the six HOPE
meetings.

There were 802 Category A
applications, 571 (Category B),
and 1,349 (Category C).

On a separate note, Sun-
darajoo said as of April 3, the
Penang government has ap-
proved a total of 47 projects (for

maintenance works) under the
Penang Maximum 80% Housing
Maintenance Fund (TPM8OPP),
with a combined allocation of
RM9,206,448.50, for 47 eligi-
ble stratified housing schemes.
“The Penang Housing Board
has taken a proactive step by
digitalising the applications for
TPM8OPP starting from April 1,
aiming to streamline the appli-
cation process for applicants.
“Now, applicants can conve-
niently apply for TPM8OPP on-
line through the official portal of
the Board. As of April 3, there
are 93 pending applications for
TPM8OPP, totalling an estimat-
ed RM35 million, which will be

- ) -
Sundarajoo showing the list of successful applications for affordable homes in Penang With him are
(from left) ’'Ainul Fadhilah, Fakhurrazi and Nadzifah.

processed in order of submis-
sion,” he said.

Sundarajoo also announced
that the federal government,
through the Housing and Local
Government Ministry (KPKT),
has approved an allocation of
RM3,780,000 for 12 Hous-
ing Maintenance Programme
(PPP) public housing projects
under the supervision of the
Penang Housing Board; and
RM1,201,800 for three public
housing projects under the su-
pervision of the Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP).

“Furthermore, the federal
government has approved the
Malaysian Housing Mainte-

nance Fund (TPPM), amounting
to RM6,520,000 for 15 proj-
ects overseen by the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP); and
RM9,674,000 for 21 projects
under the purview of the Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP), specifically designated for
maintenance endeavours of eli-
gible private housing schemes.

“In this regard, | would like
to express my gratitude to the
leadership of the Unity Govern-
ment for prioritising housing
maintenance efforts to provide
comfortable and quality living
environments for residents in
stratified housing,” Sundarajoo
concluded.
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