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ang after the state managed to re-

cord RM13.7 billion in approved man-
ufacturing investments from January to
December 2022.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow in a
statement said this was based on the
latest investment figures released by
the Malaysian Investment Development
Authority (MIDA).

He said the investment inflows in the
said year involved 135 projects and are
expected to generate 15,752 new job
opportunities in the state.

Chow added that Penang stood out
as a highly attractive investment desti-
nation with dynamic industries that are
supported by a highly-qualified talent
pool.

“Our resilient economic performance
underscores investors’ sustained confi-
dence in the state and sets the stage
for its development to greater heights,”
he said.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to a few busi-
ness stakeholders for their views on the
state’s economic achievement.

Below are their comments.

IT was a commendable year for Pen-

Datuk Lee Teong Li, Federation of Ma-
laysian Manufacturers (FMM) Penang
chairman:

On behalf of FMM
Penang, | wish to
congratulate the
Penang government
on its achievement »
of recording RM13.7 = ‘==
billion in invest = L.
ments in 2022. Pen- )

ang continues to record stable inflow of
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foreign direct investments (FDI). Both
new and existing continuous invest-
ments basically show the confidence of
investors. Over the last 50 years, the
state has consistently mapped out the
infrastructure and talent development
for industrial progress. Thus, we should
continue to lure and bring in more high-
technology companies.

Datuk Loo Lee Lian, InvestPenang
chief executive officer:

Having built a
solid reputation af-
ter 50 years of in-
dustrial excellence,
Penang continues
to draw active par-
ticipation from
both new investors
as well as exist
ing names, who have deepened and
broadened their roots here. The stra-
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tegic investment projects garnered not
only bring positive impact in building lo-
cal capacities and capabilities, but are
also instrumental in stimulating the
competitiveness of the industry clus-
ters in Penang. InvestPenang is com-
mitted to providing unwavering support
for the investors, while pledging to sus-
tain a dynamic ecosystem equipped
with a combination of strength that
support the needs of industry play-
ers’ next generation technologies and
growth strategies.

Datuk Finn Choong, Penang Chinese
Chamber of Commerce (PCCC) vice-
president:

Firstly, congratulations and a job
well done to the state government for
the remarkable achievement and for
keeping Penang relevant in these try-
ing times. However, we must take into
account that there is a percentage

coming into the
state due to the
world geopolitical
problems  apart
from our superior
ecosystem for the
industry. Our state
leaders must rec-
ognise that to -

keep the momen-

tum going in the long term. We also
need planned re-investments to keep
our current comparative advantage
and the up-and-coming competitors
at bay who are also chasing future
investments. Remember that foreign
investments are very fluid, easy come
and easy go. So, Penang will have to
be in tune and react and more impor-
tantly plan for these changes.

Marcel Wismer, Kemikon chief execu-
tive officer:

| would like to
commend the Pen-
ang government for
their  continuous
efforts to attain
such achievement
in terms of invest
ment performance
despite the global
economic uncertainties last year. This
also shows strong confidence from in-
vestors towards the state. We also cur-
rently see tremendous strength in the
Penang industry, especially in high-tech
manufacturing. Thus, we believe the
Penang government is doing a great
job to attract foreign investment, and
making sure foreign companies feel
comfortable in Penang. And | hope the
such performance will continue for this
year as well.
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berang Perai continues to

thrive and remain competitive,
the Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) recently launched a
special document known as the
Seberang Perai Corporate Priori-
ties 2023 (SPCP 2023).

MBSP mayor Datuk Azhar
Arshad said SPCP 2023 con-
tained 10 strategic priorities
that will be focused on by the
city council this year.

“The first five of the strate-
gic priorities are a safe envi-
ronment, quality facilities and
infrastructure, healthy lifestyle,
green development and clean

IN a move to ensure that Se-

environment, and the use of
new technology.

“The other five are competi-
tive urban economy, strength-
ening the culture and heritage,
a resilient and livable city, com-
munity engagement and devel-
opment of an inclusive and eq-
uitable city.

“In general, SPCP 2023 is a
strategic document that high-
lights key performance indica-
tors (KPIs) that are needed to
be achieved by the MBSP this
year for the betterment of the
people in Seberang Perai.

“The document is also in line
with the city council’s vision
to make Seberang Perai a liv-
able, resilient, inclusive, green,
competitive and smart city by
2030,” Azhar said in his speech
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Azhar (front row, centre wearing a dark blue tie) together with the MBSP councillors and guests in a

MBSP launches SPCP 2023

.....

group photo with the mock copies of the Seberang Perai Corporate Priorities 2023 (SPCP 2023) and
the Strategic Plan for Gender Inclusiveness 2023-2025.

Tourism, business events see strong rebound

THE Meetings, Incentives, Con-
ferences, and Exhibitions (MICE)
industry holds huge potential in
contributing significantly to the
economic growth of the state
and nation.

“In this respect, | am proud
to say the state government, to-
gether with the Penang Conven-
tion & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB),
hosted a total of 281 events last
year, achieving RM375 million
in estimated economic impact
(EEI),” Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said during the Penang
Convention & Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) Business Events Penang
Annual Review 2022 launch on
April 10.

“This is a substantial improve-
ment compared to the domestic
EEI of RM14.1 million in 2021.

“l am glad that despite the
challenges brought by the pan-
demic, the business events in-
dustry in Penang has bounced
back swiftly.

“This resilience is a testa
ment to the industry's agility
and perseverance in advancing
towards a digjtal and innovative
environment,” Chow added.

He said the state government
would continue to focus on re-
covery efforts for sectors affect-
ed by the pandemic.

“Over the past year since the
reopening of the international
borders, | am glad to know that
the tourism sector in Penang is
bouncing back.

“According to YB Yeoh (state

Chow checking the Business Events Penang Annual Review 2022,
while Ashwin (left) and Yeoh (right) look on.

Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin), we have achieved 65% of
what we had during the pre-pan-
demic phase.

“Just like YB Yeoh, | am also
confident that by the end of this
year, we can surpass what we
had during the pre-pandemic
phase.

“So, for that, we need to work
harder and together to be stron-
ger,” he said.

Chow hoped that the annual
review from PCEB would act as
a blueprint and guide for recre-
ating the foundation and strate-
gies for future businesses.

Meanwhile, Yeoh who was
also present, said he has initi-
ated a Penang Aviation Strategic
Planning that aimed at attracting
more direct flights to the state.

He said by increasing the
number of direct flights, Penang
could become more accessible

and attractive to tourists and
business travellers.

“We organised a promotional
trip to Chennai and had the op-
portunity to meet their travel
fraternity which shared the
market readiness in India and
expressed their concern about
flight accessibility to Penang.

“In 2019, | initiated direct
flight possibilities with several
key airlines in India.

“However, the pandemic halt-
ed the plans, and we are looking
forward to rebooting the plans
to kick-start this initiative.

“Recently, | see the silver lin-
ing for this initiative as it cap-
tured the attention of the Prime
Minister of India, Mr Narendra
Modii.

“He has instructed the Minis-
ter of Aviation to study the pos-
sibility of connectivity between
Chennai and Penang,” Yeoh
added.

after chairing a full council meet-
ing at the MBSP headquarters
building in Bandar Perda, Bukit
Mertajam on April 18.

During the same event, Azhar
also launched the Strategic Plan
for Gender Inclusiveness 2023
2025.

“This is a comprehensive
three-year plan to ensure a gen-
der balance policy in every MB-
SP department and programme.

“This is in line with the

state’s mission to achieve the
40:40:20 ratio in the state
gender inclusiveness policy by
2030.

“The ratio comprises 40%
women, 40% men and 20% for
both men and women.

“The comprehensive plan
also contains 56 programmes
and 66 activities that will be
carried out by the city coun-
cil during the three years,” he
said.

Festival to bring back glory

of Penang Hill

THE Penang Hill Festival, which
is one of the most anticipated
events since it started in 2018,
returns this year for the fourth
edition from July 21 to 23.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin said this year’s
festival is special as its organ-
iser, the Penang Hill Corpora-
tion (PHC), also celebrates the
100th anniversary of the Pen-
ang Hill Railway which began
operations in 1923.

He said with the steady re-
covery of tourism from the pan-
demic, he is confident that the
Penang Hill Festival will jointly
boost the local tourism scene
in tandem with the efforts tak-
en by the state government.

“Penang Hill attracted 1.4
million people in 2022 and the
first three months of this year,
it has already received over
400,000 visitors, thus remain-
ing as one of the nation’s most

celebrated landmarks, favoured
by visitors around the world.

“The annual festival offers
visitors and locals a glimpse
of Penang Hill's uniqueness
from its century-old railway, to
its lush greenery and rich bio-
diversity that was certified as
a Unesco Biosphere Reserve
site in 20241,” Yeoh said during
a press conference in Komtar
on April 10.

PHC general manager Da-
tuk Cheok Lay Leng said the
festival is designed as an edu-
cational experience besides
bringing people close to nature.

For more information on
the programme details and
registration for events during
PHF2023, kindly visit www.
penanghill.gov.my/phf2023
or follow its Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/mypen-
anghill. Enquiries may also be
emailed to phf2023@penang-
hill.gov.my.
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ILE registered fisher-
men in Penang receive
support from the Pen-

ang government in the form of
fishing net supplies, it was a
pleasant surprise for them re-
cently when they received a a
one-off RM400 cash aid.

Permatang Damar Laut fish-
erman Rossli Yusoff, 64, said
he has been receiving aid from
the state at least six times over
the years.

“I am thankful for the aid
provided by the Penang govern-
ment. A fishing net is an im-
portant tool to catch fish, and
normally, one can last for about
three months before it is dam-
aged.

“The kind gesture by the
state government helps to al-
leviate the financial burden of
fishermen as the cost of fishing
nets has also increased,” the
fisherman unit chief told Bule-
tin Mutiara at Politeknik Balik
Pulau on April 17, after receiv-
ing the cash aid from the Pen-
ang government to buy fishing
nets.

Rossli said he could buy
eight pieces of fishing nets with
the RM400.

He was among 1,134 fisher-
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Aid boost for fishermen

men in the southwest district,
registered with the Penang
Fisheries Department, to re-
ceive the assistance this year.

The Penang government
has allocated RM453,600 for
the fishermen in the south-
west district.

It is learnt that following the
requests by the fishermen’s
associations and units, the
one-off RM400 cash aid was
given to each of the fishermen
instead of fishing nets.

The distribution of aid was
managed by the respective Dis-
trict and Land Offices.

Entopia sponsors 10,000
students for nature programme

ENTOPIA by Penang Butterfly
Farm is sponsoring 10,000 stu-
dents from 200 local schools
and learning institutions nation-
wide to take part in its Nature
Learning Programme (NLP).

The initiative is part of its
corporate social responsibil-
ity (CSR) campaigns to mark
the organisation’s 37th an-
niversary.

“The free NLP slots will be
offered on a one-for-one basis
until the end of this year. This
is our way of showing our ap-
preciation to all Malaysians for
their support.

“Students can learn and ap-
preciate nature through hands-
on experience when they take
part in the Entopia NLP.

“They can connect with the
natural world as well as learn
about the world of insects and
invertebrates.

“Insects and invertebrates
play a crucial role in maintain-
ing the balance of biodiver-
sity,” Entopia said in a state-
ment recently.

Entopia celebrated its

37th anniversary on March
29 this year.

The organisation said the
NLP would motivate students
to be responsible citizens and
take steps towards conserving
the environment.

“We believe that all stu-
dents should have access to
learning opportunities, regard-
less of their financial back-
ground. We hope to make
our programme accessible to
more students by sponsoring
10,000 students to partici-
pate in our NLP,” Entopia said.

Entopia added that it is al-
so giving away limited-edition
enamel pins to customers for
every purchase of two full-price
adult tickets onsite from April
1, while stocks last.

“These pins are our way of
saying thank you to our loyal
visitors who have supported
us over the years, especially
during the challenging Cov-
id-19 pandemic period.”

For more details, visit www.
entopia.com/csr or call 04-
888 8123.

Fishermen in the other four
districts also profited from the
programme. There were 940
registered fishermen in south
Seberang Perai, 312 in central
Seberang Perai, 835 in north
Seberang Perai, and 816 in the
northeast district.

In total, the Penang govern-
ment allocated RM1,614,800
for the programme, benefitting
4,037 registered fishermen in
the state.

Penang Agrotech and Food
Security, Rural Development
and Health Committee chair-
man Dr Norlela Ariffin said
there were many programmes
and grants available to help
fishermen, farmers and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs.

“Those who wish to be an
entrepreneur to increase their
earnings can approach the Pen-

Politeknik Balik Pulau.

ang government for grants,”
she said.

Also present were state En-
trepreneurial Development,
Trade, and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim

The eligible fishermen queuing up to register for the programme at

A

Hussain, Bayan Lepas assem-
blyman Azrul Mahathir Aziz,
Pulau Betong assemblyman
Mohd Tuah Ismail and south-
west district officer Mohd Hafiz
Aswad Nadzri.

VR project to boost tourist experience

PENANG has launched its
“Welcome to Penang VR” proj-
ect to boost the tourist expe-
rience through virtual reality
(VR) solutions.

This smart tourism initia-
tive allows visitors to preview
available attractions and plan
their trips accordingly.

The VR technology allows
viewers to “teleport” them-
selves to various places of
interest without having to be
there physically.

Fresnel Media is the ap-
pointed vendor for the project.

Fresnel Group of Com-
panies (Google Street View
Team) chief technology of-
ficer Shahram Ghaderi said
the company started add-
ing the project contents in
March last year.

“The project covers 150 mil-
lion sq ft of space on Google

Street View, 80 aerial views of
George Town, and 274 loca-
tions on Penang island.

“We ran a pre-launch study
from the period we started
adding in the contents, and
we noticed that 16 locations
(out of 274) received more
than 100,000 views per loca-
tion on Google Maps.

“In total (274 locations),
there were 3.8 million views
when we checked in Decem-
ber last year. And the views
have gone up to 8.2 million
now. That was the impact be-
fore this project was launched
today (March 30),” he said in
his presentation at Shangri-
La’s Rasa Sayang Resort &
Spa.

Shahram said about 3.17%
or 260,000 viewers spent
more than one minute looking
at the content the team cre-

ated for the project.

“If 3% of the 260,000 view-
ers visited Penang island af-
ter viewing the content, we
can confidently say that this
project has managed to draw
some 8,000 visitors to Pen-
ang island even before this
project was launched,” he
added.

Penang Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the “Welcome to Penang VR”
project could revolutionise the
way people interact with tech-
nology.

The mobile app “Welcome
to Penang” is available on
the Apple App Store and
Google Play. Visitors can also
check out https://streetview.
my/welcometopenang/aer-
ialview/ to experience it via
web access.
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TOTAL of 472 locations in Penang
Aare set to have fifth-generation

5G) broadband cellular network
coverage by the end of this year, state
Transport and Infrastructure Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari says.

He said 257 locations have been
equipped with 5G network coverage, as
of March this year.

“By the end of this year, the Penang
government anticipates that its resi-
dents will have access to a 5G network

with 94.4% coverage.

“Locals and visitors to Penang will get
to enjoy the high-speed network cover-
age,” he said in his speech during the
5G network coverage executive forum on
April 9.

The forum was held to address the al-
legation that the RF-EMF emission level
was harmful to health. The topic of dis-
cussion also included 5G network deliv-
ery challenges.

Panelists consisting of various stake-
holders were present to address the
concerns and questions posed by those
attending the forum.
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They were Digjtal Nasional Berhad
(DNB) chief strategy officer Datuk Ahmad
Zaki Zahid, YTL Communications chief
executive officer Wing K. Lee, then Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP) secretary
(and now mayor) Datuk A. Rajendran and
Malaysian Communication and Multime-
dia Commission (MCMC) commission
member Prof Dr Tharek Abd Rahman.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
was present, said 5G network cover-
age was important in creating job op-
portunities.

“It can enhance and transform in-
dustries such as agriculture, educa-
tion, civil service, and administration,
thereby opening up new prospects for
employment.

ghow with those lpresent
__-pogmg for[a photo afterithe

=

| 56 forum W

“Penang is also the first state in
the northern region to have launched
a 5G network last year. The network
coverage will ensure Penangites en-
joy high-speed video streaming and
website surfing,” he said.

Chow acknowledged the existence
of several obstacles hindering the im-
plementation of the 5G network.

He emphasised that the forum
would serve as a platform to address
these challenges and enhance the
understanding of all stakeholders in-
volved.

Among those present were assem-
blymen Daniel Gooi (Pengkalan Kota),
Chris Lee (Pulau Tikus) and M. Sa-
tees (Bagan Dalam).

MBPP councillor condemns dog killing spree

A REWARD of RM5,000
awaits those with information
on the dog-killing spree on the
island.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor Connie Tan
(pic) said the reward by the
International Aid for the Pro-
tection and Welfare of Animals
(IAPWA) is for anyone who can
assist in giving information to %
resolve the case.

Tan also warned the person or per-
sons responsible for killing stray dogs to
stop the inhumane act immediately.

Tan, who is MBPP Stray and Aban-
doned Dog Sub-committee chairman,
said in the span of one month (since
March), some 30 strays were found
dead in the Lintang Delima neighbour-
hood.

“Following the complaints received
from the residents, we decided to hold
a meeting with the Veterinary Services
Department (JPV).

“For issues concerning animal cruelty,
the council is unable to investigate as it
is under the jurisdiction of JPV,” Tan told
Buletin Mutiara on April 11.

Tan said she and her fellow council-
lors as well as officers from the council
visited the Lintang Delima neighbour-
hood in April to identify the locations to
install CCTVs.

“Although it is not under our jurisdic-
tion, MBPP will do its best to work to-

\ J

_- | Lintang Delima was found.

gether with the JPV to see
what we can do regarding
this matter.

“At least we have CCTVs
in the area and if we see
anything suspicious, we can
work with the police.

“After our visit, the next
day another dog carcass at

J “The JPV has taken it for

autopsy.

“So, we are waiting for the result to
see the cause of their death and to see
whether it is due to poisoning,” Tan said.

She added that most of the dogs in
the neighbourhood were part of MBPP’s
trap, neuter and release (TNR) pro-
gramme.

“These dogs were mostly part of the
TNR programme. And from 30 to 40
dogs, now only four to five are left.

“We condemn this inhumane behav-
iour, which is a violation of the law under
Malaysia’s Animal Welfare Act 2015,
namely Section 29 (animal cruelty), Sec-
tion 30 (killing of animals), and Section
31 (administration of poisons).

“Anyone found guilty (of an offence
under the Act) can be fined not less than
RM20,000, with the maximum fine be-
ing RM100,000, or face a maximum of
three years’ jail, or both,” Tan said.

The public can contact MBPP at
04-2637 000 or Whatsapp to 016
2004082.
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Exploring

music

preservation

recent International
T Conference on “navigating
(un) sustainability” at the
Penang House of Music (PHoM)
in Komtar saw over 60 partici-
pants presenting their research
papers on popular music stud-
ies, ethnomusicology, perform-
ing arts and music education.

It was a fruitful collaboration
between the International Asso-
ciation for the Study of Popular
Music, Southeast Asia branch
(IASPM-SEA) and the Interna-
tional Council for Traditional Mu-
sic, Malaysia National Commit-
tee (ICTM-Malaysia).

The attendees comprised
mostly Malaysian academics
and postgraduate students in
public and private universities,
including a sizeable number of
their counterparts from across
Southeast Asia (the Philippines,
Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam,
Singapore), East Asia (Taiwan,
Hong HKong, China), Europe,
U.K., South America and the
United States.

The conference title “(un)sus-
tainability” aimed to address
the complex approaches, ideas
and challenges that are faced by
arts scholars, educators, practi-
tioners, government and indus-
try in dealing with the sustain-
ability of arts practices.

A recurring theme throughout
the conference was the pres-
ervation of traditional music of
indigenous communities, with
presenters discussing whether
such music should be adapted

to modern types of performance
or documented and preserved
in their original form and style.

An example of the former is
the recent adaptation of Malay
wayang kulit (shadow puppet
theatre) to popular culture (the
Star Wars film franchise); while
an example of the latter involved
researchers working closely
with a community to document,
stage and perform traditional
performing arts such as ma
kyong.

The conference also explored
how popular music from the
early 1900s in Asia could be
preserved through archival ma-
terials such as old vinyl records,
songbooks, films, and listings in
old newspaper archives.

Presenters also looked at is-
sues, such as state-policing of
live music spaces, the role of
women in music, challenges
of university music education,
new approaches to “artistic re-
search,” musical practices of
migrant workers and diasporic
communities, and the fluid
cross-border connections of mu-
sic across Southeast Asia, East
Asia and beyond.

A wide variety of music
genres were also explored, in-
cluding heavy metal, rock, punk,
hip-hop, reggae, jazz, Chinese
traditional music, disco, morlum
and ronggeng (to name a few).

IASPM-SEA chairman  Adil
Johan emphasised the need
for critical interventions about
how tradition, heritage, and

Adil Johan and Mayco Santaella of Sunwa University thanking
participants and organisers at the end of the conference.

Yeoh (second from right) with Héryany (rlght) and museum officers in front of the soon—to—be—reopened
museum.

2024 date for Penang State Museum

THE iconic Penang State Mu-
seum in Farquhar Street, which
is undergoing a restoration
process, is expected to be re-
opened to the public next year.

State Museum and Art Gal-
lery director Haryany Mohamad
said restoration works are be-
ing conducted in two phases.

“Phase One is slated to be
completed by the middle of next
year while the final phase is to
be wrapped up by end of next
year.

“An extensive interior layout

will be completed in the final
phase.

“We expect the museum to
attract about 5,000 visitors a
month once it is open to the
public.

“The opening is scheduled in
view of the International Muse-
um Day next year,” she said at
a press conference at the State
Museum.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin was glad that the
museum would be reopened.

“Museums are considered to
be an important aspect of our
daily lives as visitors can look
forward to witnessing various
attractions likes artifacts, digi-
tal technology and the old Pen-
ang Free School classrooms,”
he said.

Yeoh said he has the inspi-
ration to establish more muse-
ums in the future.

“There are many museums
in a city in other countries and
| believe more should be estab-
lished here as well,” he said.

preservation might be put into
dialogue with popular culture,
creativity, and archiving and how
digital technologies coupled with
neoliberal capitalism affect (un)
sustainability of arts archives,
physical appearance spaces
and educational approaches.
He also emphasised how
PHoM was the perfect venue for
the presentation of such ideas,

encapsulating all the abstract
concepts presented by music
scholars “in a practical, action-
able and tangible manner".

Paul Augustin, the founding
director of PHoM, has over the
years struggled and excelled,
faltered and pivoted, and nego-
tiated between being state-fund-
ed and an independent enter-
prise, with the chief mission of

sustaining the rich and diverse
musical heritage of Penang and
the wider Southeast Asian re-
gion.

PHoM’s most recent collabo-
ration with PIQL, a digjtal-analog
archiving specialist, has opened
new possibilities (and ques-
tions) about how physical music
artefacts might be sustained for
posterity.
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INFO

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA

NAMA ADUN
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

No Tel/ No Faks

| NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

\ M1

AR

No Tel/ No Faks

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

m 04 -502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

ey R | cectcecice SRR [ 2 | R T [
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL N.39 PULAU BETONG YB Nor Hafizah Othman EP)
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 S My ;
U Plosr H Sy YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 NOIPENAGA
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.02 BERTAM (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131
N.O07 SUNGAI PUYU N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH T
Y6'Br Norela A T) 04 - 538 2871 i
r. Norlela Ariffin -
norlela.arifin@gmail.com H 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
N.15 PADANG LALANG (M
YB Chong En T) 04 - 530 3028
chong.egg@ggenong.gov.mz }F; 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
¥ . N.01 PENAGA
Y6 Jogdeop Singh Deo 1) 04- 226 2464 PENANG CARE SOCIETY BRI o Aidia Yusof Rawa (1) 019 - 338 2668
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 04 - 6427777 aidarawa54@yahoo.com
N.37 BATU MAUNG DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Dato’ Haiji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 i - N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
) 0 pp a o) ysia.org -
pusoikhidmaing7 @gmail com H 04 - 626 1442 dappenang@dapmalaysia.or H 04-2288514 Hising . IeWaie AIBCL RTne: (T) 019 - 415 3850
j gmail.
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 -331 0163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115 N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi (T)011-31127702
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA 5 un
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04-818 3866 fitritermizi€amanah.org.m

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

m 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016- 691 2548
016- 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

%T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

By end of 2023,
we will have 5G
coverage almost

everywhere in Penang

This will help
develop
our state further
with new jobs

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

D'HOME CARELINE

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-291 0111
04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

€ renanglawancovid19




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 84116 —6161 369?690
-507 5
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai . . 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -5720272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
st T 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2023 B T -
1
1
Subramnian 1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors :
. f Christopher Tan (English)
H - 1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 - 248 5016 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 : (S0 RV (eIl
1
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
| M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
, Dato’ Haji Kamarudin Abduliah | 019 - 411 5665 : Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 i Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Francis a/I Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ] Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
| J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Goh Huey Ee 016 -723 8373 !
1
I Photographers :
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 ! Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian
N A fi Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 . ! . !
oorAzuawati Ahma 65455 - - | Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
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=Pix by Ahmad Adil Mohamad

8 there is no other place
we can call home, it is
veryone’'s duty to pro-

tect planet Earth, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow made this clarion call to
encourage everyone to invest in
planet Earth during the double
celebration of Earth Day 2023
and Earth Hour at Straits Quay in
Tanjung Tokong recently.

This year’'s theme for Earth
Day was “Invest in Our Planet”
to remind businesses, govern-
ments and citizens around the
world of the need to invest in
our planet to improve our envi-
ronment and give our descen-
dants a better and safer future.

“I hope that everyone who is
here for the celebration will be a
role model not only for oneself
but for the family and commu-
nity to contribute to a more sus-
tainable world.

“We make investments and

savings for retirement to ensure
that we are well taken care of dur-
ing our older days. What about
Earth? It is right now that we
must take a closer look around
us to see what climate change
has done to our environment,”
Chow said in his speech at the
event on March 25.

Although Earth Day falls on
April 22 every year, it is celebrat-
ed ahead of time in Penang by
Penang Green Council (PGC), a
state agency, and Junior Cham-
ber International United Penang
(JCI United Penang) together with
Earth Hour on March 25.

Earth Hour is globally cel-
ebrated on the last Saturday of
March, which is March 25 this
year, whereby millions of people
around the world switch off non-
essential lights for 60 minutes
from 8.30pm to advocate for
energy conservation and carbon
footprint reduction.

Chow cited Auckland for ex-
periencing its “biggest climate

The terrarium begins to glc;w after

Chow touched it during the Earth
Hour celebration at Straits’Quay.
With;him are Phee (third from

right), Choo (front row, second from?®
left) and Teh (front row, left).

event” in New Zealand'’s history
with days of downpours, flooding
the streets and airport.

The Penang government,
he said, established the Pen-
ang Green Council in 2011 to
spearhead its green efforts
and support holistic green ini-
tiatives to achieve a sustain-
able and resilient Penang.

He added that the state gow-
ernment had also implemented
the Penang2030 vision which
he introduced in 2018 and the
Penang Green Agenda in 2021
to move the state forward,

Community ride-pooling app launched in Bayan Baru

PENANG now has a new e-
hailing service, Kumpool, to
help alleviate traffic conges-
tion as well as provide conve-
nience to commuters.

However, Kumpool is slight-
ly different from other e-hail-
ing services as it is more like
a “carpooling service” (using
a van) within a radius of 5km.

The service is currently
available for residents in the
vicinity of the Bayan Bayan
Baru area which covers lo-
cations such as Queensbay
Mall, USM, Sungai Nibong
Bus Terminal, Bukit Jambul
Shopping Complex, Bayan
Lepas Free Industrial Zone,
and many others.

Ilts manager, Goh Chun

Hean, said Kumpool aims
to provide a convenient and
more affordable ride-pooling
platform for passengers while
helping to reduce traffic jams.

“We will also be expanding
our service to other areas in
the future.

“So, | would like to call up-
on the residents in this neigh-
bourhood to download our
app and try our service,” Goh
said during the launching cer-
emony of the Kumpool app at
Super Tanker Food Court near
Taman Lip Sin on April 6.

State Transport and Infra-
structure Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari, Bayan
Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin and
Batu Uban assemblyman A.

Kumaresan were present dur-
ing the launching ceremony.

Kumpool has over 70 stops
in the Bayan Baru neighbour-
hood.

Kumpool is also operat-
ing in other states like Jo-
hor and Selangor as well
as Kuala Lumpur with over
230,000 passengers using
the service.

Operating hours of
Kumpool are from 7.30am to
8.30pm daily.

For details, visit Kumpool’s
website at https://kumpool.
com or its Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
kumpool/ or its Instagram
page at https://www.insta-
gram.com/kumpool/.

powered by a green economy
by 2030.

Chow was later invited
on stage for a countdown to
8.30pm to place his hand on a
terrarium, which began to glow
when touched while the lights
at Straits Quay were simultane-
ously switched off.

He thanked the 75 premises
all over Penang, including Straits
Quay, for switching off their lights
from 8.30pm to 9.30pm to com-
memorate Earth Hour.

“We have, of course, thou-
sands of premises in Penang.
While this is just a symbolic ges-
ture, | hope it will not be celebrat-
ed once a year but become our

habit and lifestyle,” Chow added.

Also present at the cere-
mony were state Welfare and
Environment Committee chair-
man Phee Boon Poh, PGC
general manager Josephine
Tan, Earth Day 2023 organ-
ising chairperson Christine
Choo and JCI United Penang
president Peggy Teh.

Tan said it is important to
work hard on climate literacy
and never stop educating peo-
ple about our environment.

Choo said she was pleased
that the various activities lined
up for the celebration drew an
enthusiastic response from
the public.

Pasal apa Pakclk
thk dapat lege Siembangan tun e
i-Sejaktare al? Dah dos Lahun
dah tak dapat

Lah ya ka,

Pakeik bary tay, Ha, Pakcik atda
nombar akaun bank. Macam
mana Pakcik mak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunal
ke EFT ot

FROGHAM 1-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunal terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

“JOM TUKAR KE EFT/._

HEMASHINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAN

SISTEM
HSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK

BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE

http:// isejahtera.penang.gov.my

Move to increase coverage of AED

WITH the aim of increasing
the coverage of automated
external defibrillator (AED)
in the state, the Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) George Town has tak-
en the initiative to kick start
the "Heart Saver Penang”
project.

CERT George Town chair-
man Ong Swee lJin said the
project’s objective is also to
increase the survival rate of
cardiac arrest cases.

“Through this initiative,
a total of six vehicles are
equipped with AED to pro-
vide better coverage for
such cases, especially in the
areas that do not have any
nearby AED.

“So, we want to provide the
earliest intervention and help
for individuals suffering from
cardiac arrest.

“The AED devices are car-
ried by our trained partners. If
any emergency happens near-
by, one of these six vehicles
will be mobilised to help the
victims.

“Currently, we have six

units of AED for this project
that involves four cars and
two motorcycles.

“We also intend to increase
it to 20 units of AED for this
project soon,” Ong said in his
speech during a launching
ceremony at Desa Permata
Basketball Court in Paya Teru-
bong on April 2.

Also present were state
Tourism and Creative Econo-
my Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, who is also the
Paya Terubong assemblyman,
Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Daniel Gooi Zi Sen and
Penang Heart Safe Society
(PHSS) chairman Datuk Dr
Luah Lean Wah.

Yeoh commended CERT
George Town on the initiative.

“Currently, there are 160
AEDs already installed in Pen-
ang, but the figure is definitely
more as others installed by
companies or some establish-
ments are not listed.

“The Penang government is
committed to installing more
AEDs in the state through a
public-private partnership."”
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WiZ to instil
passion for

STEM

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
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HE Women in Zcience (WiZ)
Tis back this year with its
seventh edition to inspire
more female students to venture
into STEM (Science, Technology,
Mathematics, Engineering) as
well as to boost their confidence.
A total of 240 Form Three stu-
dents from SMK Convent Green
Lane, SMK Tun Hussein Onn,
SMK Tinggi BM, SMJK Heng Ee
Cawangan, SMJK Perempuan Ci-

AR

na Pulau Pinang and SMJK Con-
vent Datuk Keramat, took part in
WIZ recently.

State executive  councillor
Chong Eng said it is important
to create more women leaders
holding top positions across
various fields as they will help to
form a developed and just com-
munity.

She added that scientists
and leaders in top positions are
mostly men, thus WiZ is a plat-
form that encourages female
students to achieve highlevel

""t.l‘

Chong Eng (front row, six from left), Ong (front row, seventh from left) and Khoo (fifth from left) posing for
a group photo with representatives of the sponsors as well as the participants.

goals.

“We need more women lead-
ers so that they can be part of
decision-making to provide op-
portunities to everyone, includ-
ing women, the disabled and
senior citizens.

“You must be ambitious to
become a scientist and to invent
something,” she said during
the WiZ launching ceremony on
March 28 at Tech Dome Penang.

Meanwhile, Penang Wom-

en’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) chief executive officer
Ong Bee Leng also shared a
short inspiring video clip of Ber-
tha Benz, a German automotive
pioneer, and inventor whose
name was not included in the
patent rights as she was a mar-
ried woman.

The law in those days did
not allow married women to be
named as an inventor on the pat-
ent. Bertha was also the busi-

ness partner and wife of auto-
mobile inventor Carl Benz.

Tech Dome Penang chief ex-
ecutive officer Khoo Boo Wooi
said WiZ is to empower girls to
break down barriers that stand
in their way in pursuing their
dreams in STEM fields.

“We want to show them that
they have what it takes to suc-
ceed in these fields and their
contributions can make a real dif-
ference in the world,” he added.

)

(From left) Bhawani, Chua, Lee, Chin, Loh and Cheng Kooi.

Jumble sale raises funds for WCC

TO support the noble cause
of the Women’s Centre for
Change (WCC), the Village
Community Management
Council (MPKK) and Women
and Family Development Com-
mittee (JPWK) under the Pu-
lau Tikus constituency raised
funds via a jumble sale re-
cently.

Pulau Tikus assembly-
man Chris Lee said a total of
RM8,400 was raised during
the jumble sale held on March
18 and 19 at Island Plaza.

“WCC has been instrumen-
tal in spreading awareness of
protecting women. It has also
helped victims of domestic
violence and sexual abuse.

“My special thanks to MP-
KK Kampung Sireh Kebun Ny-
iur chairman Bhawani Nadara-
jan, who is also a member of
WCC, for helping to reach out
to the community,” he said

during a press conference at
WCC on April 21..

Also present were Bhawani,
WCC executive director Loh
Cheng Kooi, Pulau Tikus JP-
WK chairman Datin Christine
Chua, lIsland Plaza complex
manager Stephen Loh and JP-
WK Pulau Tikus secretary Win
Win Htet.

Meanwhile, WCC fundrais-
ing ambassador Datuk Annie
Chin thanked Lee and his
team for their efforts in rais-
ing the funds.

“Thank you to YB Lee for
his continuous support to
WCC,” she said.

The event saw the partici-
pation of some 380 visitors.

WCC can be contacted at
04-228 0342 or 011-3108
4001 (hotline) or via email at
wcc@wccpenang.org.

It is located at 241 Jalan
Burma, 10350 Penang.

‘We Care You Education Fair’ a success

THE second edition of the
“We Care You Education Fair”
saw great response when
hundreds of students and
school leavers thronged the
two-day education fair at the
Butterworth Arena recently.

It was organised by the
Penang government through
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC).

Student Rubentran Kuma-
radeva, who was among the
early visitors to the fair, said
he attended it to know more
about study options after
completing his Sijil Pelajaran
Malaysia examination this
year.

“I am interested in a busi-
ness course. | am glad there
are many education institu-
tions here offering the course
that | want,” said Rubentran,
a student of SMK Tun Hus-
sein Onn in Seberang Jaya.

Fellow student Veithess
Siva said the education fair
was a great platform for him
to also apply for scholarships
offered during the two-day
event.

“I also will know which
course and institution are the
best for me when | decide to
further my studies later.

“So far, | am interested in
pursuing a sports science
course at Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM).

“Hopefully, | can get a schol-
arship to do so,” he said.

[rar
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Veithess: Great platform to
know about scholarships.

PYDC general manager Dr
Gwee Sai Ling, in her speech,
said the fair has several ob-
jectives.

“Among the objectives is
to provide a proper venue for
students to survey colleges
and universities that offer
courses at the tertiary edu-
cation level.

“We also want to expose
students to relevant informa-
tion and requirements need-
ed to enter their desired edu-
cation institutions.

“Thus, it is hoped that the
youths who attended the fair
will gain a lot of benefits from
this platform,” she said.

The “We Care You Educa-
tion Fair”’ was officiated by
Deputy Education Minister
Lim Hui Ying.

Rubentran: Attended fair to
know more about study options.

Hui Ying, in her speech,
commended PYDC for such
an initiative.

“As we know, an education
fair like this is a really effec-
tive and helpful initiative for
our youths in looking for op-
portunities in higher educa-
tion.

“Through this fair, we also
hope to inspire and empower
our students to pursue their
dreams and aspirations, and
to equip them with the skills
and knowledge they need to
succeed in a rapidly changing
world,” she said.

Also present during the
launching ceremony were
state Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip
Chee and Bagan MP Lim
Guan Eng.
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TH cooperation that
goes back almost a
century, the Penang

government will continue to
work closely with non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
like the Rotary Club of Penang
to improve socioeconomic de-
velopment in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said it is important to pro-
vide more opportunities to the
people through various collabo-

rations and concerted efforts.

“None of us here can do
that alone as we need to work
together to create more plat-
forms for public involvement in
social development,” he said in
his speech during the Intercity
Fellowship Night of Rotary Club
of Penang on March 24.

The gathering was held to
foster a stronger relationship
between fellow Rotarians.

Chow said the Penang2030
vision could serve as a blue-
print for the nation.

“We take great pride in our
initiatives to build a Family-Fo-

Together In state’s
development

cused, Green, and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation,” he
said.

Chow added the state and
Rotarians have been working
closely together since 1929.

“Our aim remains the same,
which is to improve the socio-
economic status of the com-
munity, in line with the Pen-
ang2030 vision.

“I understand that many
people have received assis-
tance from the Rotary Club of
Penang,” he said.

Among those present were
Rotary District 3300 District

ARENE :
Chow receiving a certificate and a plaque from Amreet (right)
while Baskaran (centre) looks on.

Governor Dr Krishna Kumar,
District Governor nominee
designate Edward Khoo, Im-
mediate Past District Governor
Datuk Bindi Rajasegaran, Past

District Governor Dr Baskaran
Gobala Krishnan, Past District
Governor Datuk Dr Santokh
Singh and Rotary Club of Pen-
ang president Dr Amreet Singh.
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Soon (back row, second from left), Lim and the family of the late
S’ng posing at the mural.

Mural tribute to former Mak
Mandin MPKK chairman

THE Taman Bayu Recreational
Park in Mak Mandin now looks
more vibrant with a newly paint-
ed mural tribute to former Mak
Mandin Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK) chair-
man, the late S'ng Beng Hwa.

The mural was officially
launched by Bagan MP Lim
Guan Eng and state executive
councillor Soon Lip Chee, who
is the Bagan Jermal assembly-
man on March 26.

It is learned that besides the
mural, the upgrading of the jog-
ging track at the park has also
been completed.

Soon, during his speech at
the ceremony, said S’'ng had
contributed much to the well-
being of the local community.

“The late S’'ng did a lot for
the betterment of the communi-
ty and he will stay in our hearts
forever.

“I would like to thank his
family members as well as mu-
ral artist Teoh Bing Xin for their
presence here,” Soon said.

The Taman Bayu Recreation-
al Park upgrading work was
the last project that S'ng was
involved in with Soon’s team
before he passed away on Oct
16, 2021.

He was the Mak Mandin MP-
KK chairman under the Bagan
Jermal  constituency  since
2016, and was known as a ded-
icated and responsible leader.

There are a total of 12 mu-
rals of various flowers painted
on the wall at the park and one
painting of the late S'ng to hon-
our him.

The jogging track upgrad-
ing project, which cost some
RM35,000, was borne by Soon.

Also present at the event was
Senator Dr R.A. Lingeshwaran.

Tan (centre, in white) with the school children and staff after the event.

Free oral care products for school students

IN a move to promote oral
health among children, the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP), through one of its
councillors, Connie Tan, dis-
tributed 1,000 toothbrushes
and toothpaste to primary
school students at SJK(C)
Kong Min Cawangan 2 in Air
[tam recently.

The items were sponsored
by Pro Dental-B Corporation
Sdn Bhd.

Tan told a press conference
that the initiative was to raise
awareness of the importance
of oral health among stu-
dents, while helping them cre-
ate a good impression about
themselves.

“We all know that poor oral
health impacts children’s
self-esteem and attendance
at school, and poor oral hy-
giene can lead to long-term

health issues.

“MBPP is always steadfast
when it comes to bringing
about awareness of various
issues pertaining to the lo-
cal communities in Penang,”
Tan said in her speech at the
event on March 28.

On another matter, Tan al-
so contributed 100 recycling
bags to the school in line with
the state’s vision to promote
green initiatives.

“Just like many other
schools in Penang, Kong Ming
is also an active participant
in MBPP’s ‘Anugerah Sekolah
Hijau’ programme.

“We hope all schools in
Penang will continue with their
green agenda, and | would
also like to encourage more
schools to take part in green
initiatives organised by MBPP
in the future,” she added.

Similarly, according to WWF
(Worldwide Fund for Nature),
Tan said Malaysia is one of
the countries with the highest
usage of single-use plastics.

“We are actively utilising
public spaces, such as bill-
boards, bus stops and others
to spread educational mes-
sages regarding the impor-
tance of breaking the single-
use plastic habit among the
people.

“The climate crisis is very
alarming in today’s era, and
if we, as responsible citizens,
can make a difference by
eliminating habits detrimental
to the environment, let’s do it
then,” Tan added.

Also present during the
press conference was the
school’s Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PIBG) chairman
Chung Kwong Chung.
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