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aid rolled out

u5tory by Christopher Tan

burden during the ongoing Covid-19

pandemic and the ensuing move-
ment control order {(MCO), the Pen-
ang government has rolled out Phase
Three of the Penang People's Aid
Package (Penang Lawan Covid-19).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, on
Jan 14, said the RM20 million finan-
cial package had been approved by
the state executive council,

This aid is on top of the RM155.5
million allogations provided under the
Penang People's Aid Package 1.0,
2.0 and 2.1.

Chow said five target groups have
been identified to receive the aid.

“They are licensed traders and
hawkers; trishaw pedlars; school
canteen operators; service providers
(hair salon, beauty salon and spa, re-
flexology centre, cupping centre); as
well as Penang state assemblymen,
Members of Parliament, foster as-
semblymen (Adun angkat), state con-
stituency (Kadun) coordinators and
parliamentary special coordinators,”
Chow said in a statement,

“The total allocation set aside
for the five target groups is about
EM10,879,100.

“This is the first batch of financial
aid under the Penang Pecgple's Aid
Package (Penang Lawan Covid-19)

IH a move to alleviate the people’s

Phase Three,” he said.

A RMS500 one-off payment would
be given to licensed hawkers and
traders, those operating in food com-
plexes and shop lots, those who have
registered with the state local coun-
cils, as well as farmers market trad-
ers (Fama).

The RM7,356,000 aid will benefit
some 14,712 hawkers and traders in
Penang.

Chow said 288 trishaw pedlars have
been identified and would be receiv-
ing a RM200 one-off payment each.
The allocation for them is RMS57,600.

“Meanwhile, 462 school canteen
operators will also be receiving a
RMS500 one-off payment to help them
during this trying period.

“The Penang government will be
allocating RM1,464,500 to assist
2,929 service providers (hair salon,
beauty salon and spa, reflexology
centre, cupping centre). They will be
receiving @8 RM500 one-off payment
each.

"A RM30,000 special allocation
will be provided for 59 Penang state
assemblymen, Members of Parlia-
ment, foster assemblymen, Kadun co-
ordinators and parliamentary special
coordinators.

“The special allocation is to be
used to help the rakyat affected by
the movement control order (MCO)
2.0," Chow said.
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Thumbs-up for
special allocation

uStory by Edmund Lee &
Tanushalini Moroter

ENANG assemblymen
Phave lauded the state

government for initiating
the “Penang People's Aid Pack-
age 3.0” to assist the vulner-
able groups of people in light of
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
and the movement control order
(MCO 2.0).

Besides allocating a one-off
payment of RM200 to RM500 to
targeted groups, the state gov-
ernment will allocate RM30,000
each to a total of 59 state as-
semblymen, Members of Parlia-
ment, state and parliamentary
constituency coordinators.

Air Itam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng gave his thumbs-up to
the state government for helping
those in need.

"It's a good move by the state
to provide assistance to the
needy.

"With the Chinese New Year
celebration around the corner,
many needy families will surely
need assistance from their re-
spective elected representa-

tives.

"Hence, the special allocation
will be used to cater to the vari-
ous needs of the community.

"I will be also providing assis-
tance in the form of vouchers,"
Ng said when contacted by Bule-
tin Mutiara.

Batu Uban assem-
blyman A. Kumaresan
(pix) intends to pro-
vide internet facilities | =
using the special allo- |/
cation to assist some 1
of the school-going
children from the low
income group.

"I would like to set g
up WiFi connections
at the various Village Community
Management Councils (MPKKs)
community halls to assist school
children who do not have a prop-
er internet connection at home.

"They can go there and use
the facility. When they gather at
the hall, we will also ensure that
the standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) are adhered to.

"We will also be distribut-
ing grocery items to the fami-
lies who have been affected

economically during the MCO,"
said Kumaresan.

“I am also planning to launch
a 24-hour hotline for the public to
call us for assistance.

“I would like to thank the
state government for providing
us (state assembly-
men) the special allo-
cation which is indeed
a timely assistance,”
added Kumaresan.

Meanwhile, Pulau
Tikus  assemblyman
Chris Lee said he
would be focusing on
assisting the frontlin-
ers in the Covid-19
battle.

“I have hospitals, fire sta-
tions, and police stations in my
constituency; thus | would like to
give emphasis to them.

“The special allocation will be
mainly for them as it is our duty
to take care of their well-being
during this time.

“The needs of the community
will also be taken care of, and
they can always contact our ser-
vice centre for any assistance,”
said Lee.
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Cheer for school canteen operators,
trishaw pedlars and hawkers

FOLLOWING the implementation of
the movement control order (MCO
2.0) on Jan 13 to curb the spread of
Covid-19, many Penangites from all
walks of life are facing hard times.

Penang, which prides in her mot-
to "Penang Leads", has come out
with yet another initiative to assist
certain sectors and businesses af-
fected by the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic and MCO.

Among these are registered
hawkers and traders under Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) and Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP);
hair salons, beauty salons, spas,
reflexology centres and cupping
centres; trishaw riders and regis-
tered school canteen operators.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to some of
the targeted groups for their views.

Syed Mohd Hafiz, 21, canteen op-
erator at a sec- -
ondary school.
"I am de-
lighted the
state govern-
ment  would
be giving us a
RM500 one-
off payment.
Although some sectors are al-
lowed to operate during this MCO
compared to a total lockdown last
year, many businesses still feel the
pinch. You can see clearly that only
a handful of students are in school
and our businesses have dropped
drastically.This aid is a timely relief
for us, especially in the B40 group,
during this challenging period."

Johari Saad, 49, blind masseur :
"The RM500 one-off payment for
the registered reflexology centres in
Penang is much appreciated. If | am
not mistaken, this is the first time
the state has taken our grievances
into account. It's not a large amount
but we can at least use it for our
monthly rental. | would like to thank
the state for their kind gesture."

Ong Sui Huat, 70, trishaw rider:

"I am pleased with the good
news but hope the state could
provide more aid. At least, we
hope for a similar RM500 one-off
payment that some other vulner-
able groups will be receiving. |
hope the state will listen to us
and see our predicament."”

Roy Ang Poh, Bayan Baru Food
Complex  chair-
man:

"l commend |
the state govern- ©
ment for provid-
ing the RM500
one-off payment
to  hawkers.The
financial  assis-
tance will be really helpful for our
traders and my sincere apprecia-
tion goes to the state government
for its thoughtfulness. We also hope
that, along with the financial aid, the
state government, through the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP), can
consider waiving a one-month rental
for the hawkers here to ease their
burden. | have also written an ap-
peal letter to the MBPP Licensing
Department on this matter.During
the first MCO last March, the local
council gave the hawkers here a
three-month rental waiver.”

Ooi Teong Eng, 60, hawker:

“It is good that the state gow-
emment is giv-
ing out financial
aid to all the af-
fected  groups. |
The RM500 aid . : ]
means a lot to | ;
the hawkers who h Y
are trying to make | § s ) |
ends meet. Even
though our business is sluggish, it
is better for us to work rather than
sit idly at home. The financial as-
sistance is like an extra income
for us during this period. | had also
received the state government's
financial assistance of RM500
during the MCO last March, and
it was channelled to us through the
MBPP.”

M. Thevanai, 70, hawker:

"The state’s financial assis-
tance is very much welcome. We
just opened our shop three months
ago, and the MCO has affected our
business badly. We do have an on-
line delivery platform, but the busi-
ness is still slow compared to the
time before MCO was imposed. The
financial aid is a relief to hawkers
like me. We can use it to sustain
our business. We thank the state
government for this initiative.”
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cight new
councillors

for 2021

uStory by Kevin Vimal

TIE Penang  government,
through its local councils Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
and Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), recently introduced eight
new councillors for the 2021 term.

The eight include five from non-
governmental organisations.

The new faces representing
MBPP are Lee Chee How (Penang
Chinese Chamber of Commerce),
Shahul Hameed Syed Mohamed
(Liga Muslim Pulau Pinang) and Lee
Kim Noor (Penang Ratepayers As-
sociation).

For MBSP, the new faces are Ng
Yee Siang (DAP), Teh Chuann Yien
(DAP), Norly Masitah Mohamed
Noor (PKR), Tan Bee Hong (Maj-
lis Pusat Kebajikan Semalaysia)
and Harryzan Yaakub (Pertubuhan

Ikram Malaysia Pulau Pinang).

State Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the appointment
of councillors is based on the Lo-
cal Government Act 1976, and as
always, there are 48 appointed
councillors in both MBPP and
MBSP.

“MBPP has 10 councillors from
DAP, PKR (eight), Amanah (two)
and NGOs (four), while MBSP has
10 from DAP, PKR (nine), Amanah
(two) and NGOs (three).

“Out of the 48 councillors, it is
encouraging to see seven repre-
sentatives from the NGOs.

“They are from MPKSM, Penang
Forum, Pertubuhan Ikram Malaysia
Pulau Pinang, PCCC, Liga Muslim
Pulau Pinang, Penang Ratepayers
Association and Persatuan Belia In-

finiti,” Jagdeep told a press confer-
ence which was also attended by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow in
Komtar on Jan 6.

Separately, Jagdeep was equally
delighted to witness a positive im-
provement in terms of women’s
representation in the councillors’
list this term.

“Last year, the women’s repre-
sentation stood at 18%, while this
year, there has been an increase
to 21%.

“Although it is is a slim incre-
ment by percentage, it is important
to note that there is a change, that
too for the better,” Jagdeep added.

Out of the eight new councillors
as mentioned earlier, three are
women.

In line with a current initiative by
the Penang government called Top-
Up Women-Only Additional Seats
(TWOAS) to increase women'’s rep-
resentation in the state legjslative
assembly to at least 30%, Jagdeep
said it was equally important to
give similar heed to the appoint
ment of councillors.

TWOAS, which was officially an-
nounced by Chow last Dec 10 in
a press conference in Komtar, is
currently led by state Social Devel-
opment and Non-lslamic Religious
Affairs Committee chairman Chong
Eng.

FIVE new faces have been ap-
pointed as new Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) councillors
for the 2021 term.

The new faces are Ng Yee
Siang (DAP), Teh Chuann Yien
(DAP), Norly Masitah Mohamed
Noor (PKR), Tan Bee Hong (Majlis
Pusat Kebajikan Semalaysia) and
Harryzan Yaakub (Pertubuhan
Ikram Malaysia Pulau Pinang).

They are among 24 MBSP
councillors who took their oath
in a swearing-in ceremony before
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo and MBSP mayor Da-
tuk Rozali Mohamud at the MBSP
headquarters in Bandar Perda,
Bukit Mertajam on Jan 8.

Also present was state Wel-
fare and Environment Committee

[z

chairman Phee Boon Poh.

The tenure for the councillors
is from Jan 1 until Dec 31.

Ng said two of the issues that
he would focus on are housing
and industry development in Se-
berang Perai.

“As we know, during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, most of the de-
velopment in these sectors are
either delayed or postponed.

“l want to look for ways to help
the city council and the state gov-
ernment to improve development
in these two sectors on the main-
land,” he said.

Meanwhile, Tan said she wants
to focus more on infrastructure
and facilities for senior citizens
and also for the disabled.

“For example, providing more
seated toilets in public places
such as wet markets, recreation-
al parks and others.
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Newly worn-in MBSP councillors reay to se

“This is because | noticed that
we are still lacking in terms of
facilities for the disabled and se-
nior citizens.

“So | will try my best to accom-
modate the disabled and elderly
people,” said Tan, who is also an
accounts manager of a private
company.

As for Harryzan, he said he
has a lot to learn about his job
scope and would try his best to
carry out his duties.

“l will do my best to highlight
more welfare programmes to
help the needy in Seberang Perai.

“I also want to conduct more
awareness programmes about
Covid-19 so that the residents on
the mainland will take the neces-
sary precautions and stay vigilant
to curb the spread of the virus,”
said Harryzan, who is a lawyer by
profession.

FULL LIST OF COUNCILLORS
MBPP

Harvindar Singh, Alan Lim Wei
Lun, Rohaizat Hamid, R. Kaliyap-
pan, Lee Wei Seang, Quah Boon
Lim, Tan Hooi Peng (Connie), Tan
Soo Siang, Theng Jie Wey (Nicho-
las), Wong Yuee Harng (all DAP);
J. Francis, Mohd Suhairi Arumu-
gam Abdullah, Tan Chiew Choon,
Abdul Latif Mohamad, Nor Afni
Md Yusuff, Ahmad Azrizal Tahir,
Tan Seng Keat, Rodziah Abdul
Khassim (all PKR); Mohamed Yu-
soff Mohamed Noor, Muhamad
Khairul Mohd Ali (both Amanah);
Lee Chee How (Penang Chinese
Chamber of Commerce), Shahul
Hameed Syed Mohamed (Liga
Muslim Pulau Pinang), Lee Kim
Noor (Penang Ratepayers As-
sociation) and R. Hari Krishnan
(Persatuan Belia Infiniti).

MBSP

P. David Marshel, Chee Yeeh
Keen, Cheen Goon Hooi (Ber-
nard), Heng Yeh Shiuan, K. Jason
Raj, Ng Yee Siang (David), Ngoh
Cheng Hai (Jeff), Ooi Yong Wooi,
Tan Chee Teong, Rachel Teh Ch-
uann Yien (all DAP); Ahmad Rizal
Abd Hamid, Fahmi Zainol, Ooi
Boon Sheng, Ong Jing Cheng,
Anuar Yusoff, Norly Masitah
Mohamed Noor, Zainuddin Mo-
hamed, Noor Azuawati Ahmad,
S. Galaimani (all PKR); Muhamad
Suzuki Ahmad, Mohd Saifullah
Abd Nasir (both Amanah); Tan
Bee Hong (Majlis Pusat Kebaji-
kan Semalaysia), Tan Choo Eng
(Penang Forum) and Harryzan
Yaakub (Pertubuhan lkram Ma-
laysia Pulau Pinang).

(From left) Ng, Norly Masitah, Teh, Tan,
Chow, Jagdeep, Harryzan, Phee and
Rozali taking a group picture together
after the swearing-in ceremony.

rve

In his speech, Rozali congratu-
lated all the appointed council-
lors.

He urged them to work with
the city council and give their
best service to the people of Se-
berang Perai.

Chow also congratulated the
24 newly appointed councillors
and urged them to carry out their
duties diligently and effectively to
serve the people.

“I would also like to say thank
you to the former MBSP council-
lors for everything they have do-
ne and their contributions to the
city council.

“I hope they will continue to
help the people although they are
no longer councillors,” he said.

Meanwhile, Jagdeep said
MBSP councillors also play im-
portant roles to supervise and to
ensure that the public adhere to
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FAP TO REVIVE LOCAL
LEAGUES

TO mark its 100th anniversary
this year, the Football Association
of Penang (FAP) plans to revive

its local leagues and also hold a
veteran football competition. FAP
president Datuk Abdul Rashid
Ismail said due to financial
problems of the past, the local
league for Divisions One, Two,

and Three and junior leagues like
Under-19 were not held for the past.
four years. “We are determined

to restore the local leagues and
junior competitions to develop local
talents,” Abdul Rashid told Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow when

he led a five-member delegation

to pay a courtesy call on the

latter at his office on Jan 7. The
other FAP members were deputy
president Mohd Azizudin Mohd
Shariff, vice-presidents Mohd
Faizul Abdul Rashid and Katherisan
Letchumanam and secretary
Dastagir V.K. Mohd Yassin. Also
present was state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman Soon
Lip Chee.

NICHOLAS HOME

AN event company has come
forward to help the St Nicholas’
Home to ease its financial burden.
MG Group director Marcus Lim
said the company approached
Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim
Siew Khim to seek her advice

on the charity home that needed
financial aid. “We used to donate
to orphanages and old folks homes
so when YB Lim suggested St
Nicholas’ Home, we were very
happy to help another group of
needy community,” he said after
presenting RM2,000 to the home
in Jalan Bagan Jermal on Jan 7.
St Nicholas’ Home is a non-profit
charity organisation, which is
aimed at responding to the needs
of the blind and visually impaired
community in Malaysia. Siew Khim
said she was happy to see youths
giving back to society. “We hope
more people will help the needy. It
does not matter if the amount is
small. | am sure any help is very
much appreciated,” she said.

the strict standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) to curb the spread of
Covid-19.

After the swearing-in ceremony,
Chow officiated the Seberang Perai
Corporate Priorities 2021 (SPCP
2021) and Strategic Plan for Gen-
der Inclusiveness 2021-2030.

“I hope all the MBSP councillors
will spend their time to understand
these two documents for the bet-
terment of the people in Seberang
Perai,” Chow said.

Rozali said the SPCP 2021 is a
strategic document that highlights
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)
that are needed to be achieved by
MBSP this year.
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Lebuh
Chulia

MPKK helps
feed needyX |

=Pix by Alissala Thian

VER 200 people from the under-
0>rivi|eged background had good
reason to smile when they were
presented food packages by Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow at Pusat Kawan in
Lebuh Klang, George Town, recently.
Organised by the Lebuh Chulia MPKK
(Village Community Management Council)
in collaboration with the state government
and Pusat Kawan, the food package dis-
tribution programme was made possible
with the sponsorship from four donors.
Lebuh Chulia MPKK chairperson Lily
Oh thanked the donors, namely Datuk Tan
Gin Soon from Happy Realm Restaurant,
Katherine Ong, and Lebuh Chulia MPKK
secretary Lily Wong and committee mem-
ber Yeoh Beng Choo for their kind contri-
bution.

“This is a special day for us to collabo-
rate with Pusat Kawan and the state gov-
ernment.

“Pusat Kawan itself has its own food
distribution programme every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

“For Lebuh Chulia MPKK, this is a wel-
fare project for the B40. We get the help
of Pusat Kawan to call up the recipients
from the B40 group,” said Oh at the food
distribution programme

Chow commended the collaborative
efforts to make the food distribution pro-
gramme to the needy a success.

“I wish to record my appreciation to
Lebuh Chulia MPKK, the various donors
and Pusat Kawan for starting off 2021
with a loving care programme, giving out
food parcels to over 200 residents of this
area.

. recipients. He
=2  MPKK( mé‘i"’“

“As Lily Oh has said, they will continue
this programme and whenever there are
sponsors, they will come back to Pusat
Kawan to reach out to the community
here.

“This is one of the many projects un-
dertaken by the MPKK of this area and
they have been active during the pan-
demic, giving out face masks and so on
around the Lebuh Chulia locality,” Chow
told reporters after presenting the food
packages to the underprivileged.

Pusat Kawan manager Ben Chong said
the drop-incentre usually gives out over
200 food packages on every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

He said the food includes rice with fish
or chicken curry, egg and vegetables,”
Cheah, who is better known as Uncle Ben,
said.
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Bringing joy, comfort through
feeding programme

FEEDING the needy with good food is one way of bringing
joy to them, says Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew
Khim.

Lim said this during the launch of “Love In The Com-
munity of Penang, Generously Donate A Bento Meal Box
& Create Happy Life” feeding programme last Dec 31 at
Karpal Singh Drive.

The programme is a collaborative effort between D'Fish
Story and the GST Group Sdn Bhd. It is supported by Lim's
service centre.

"Through this programme, we will be giving out 100
meal boxes daily to the families from low income groups in
the Sungai Pinang constituency.

"The food, which will be prepared for dinner, will be dis-
tributed by Sungai Pinang Village Community Management
Council (MPKK).

"We want to bring cheer to those families who have
been affected financially due to the Covid-19 pandemic by
providing them free meals," said Lim.

Meanwhile, D'Fish Story representative Lee Chan Wai
said a total of 2,000 meal boxes would be distributed
throughout the programme.

"Food will be prepared at our restaurant and then it will
be delivered to YB Lim's office to be distributed to the de-
serving family.

"As for now, we will be distributing a total of 2,000 meal
boxes for 20 days, but if we get more sponsors then we
could do it for many more days.

"We look forward to well-wishers and more sponsors
joining us to feed the needy, as Penangites are always gen-
erous when it comes to charity," added Lee.

Also present during the launch was GST Group manag-
ing director Paul Goh.
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Let’s be kmder thls year

=By Victor Seow

E welcomed
the New Year ™
last month

with a lack of fanfare com-
pared to previous years. There were
no fireworks displays at Komtar nor the
Esplanade. There were no large-scale
countdowns at popular spots and most
of us were ambivalent in embracing
2021. What we had at the time and
still having right now is a Komtar lit
in red, which sadly, serves as a grim
reminder of our vulnerability against
Covid-19.

In other parts of the world, there
is also uncertainty despite the con-
clusion of hard fought changes, not
to mention the very same pandemic
which everyone is still facing. The UK’s
official exit from the EU after nearly 50
years of union and Joe Biden’s inaugu-
ration as the 46th US President were
epoch-making events in the Western
world which aroused strong emotions
yet also concern among the British
and American public.

Can Boris Johnson successfully ne-
gotiate a new trade partnership with
the EU in less than a year? In Biden’s
case, it weighs heavily on him to unite

) Sa!ffaquy

_a nation following a
= hard-fought presi-
dential election.

All these suggest
© that many of us, wheth-
#erin Penang or elsewhere

in the world, are troubled in
one way or another and this frustration
permeates all levels of society.

It can be caused by a virus unheard
of before 2019 or by man-made differ-
ences such as inequality, racism and of
course, political derision which we are
so familiar with. The emotional strain
can be severe due to dead relatives or
friends who succumbed to Covid-19 or
a financial loss if the virus hit not one’s
health but his or her pockets.

In short, the frustration is real while
the anger is, to put it simply, ever pres-
ent but kept under wraps yet obvious
to all.

And how do we fit into the scheme
of things? What can we do, at the very

and wives should be more consider-
ate towards each other in their words
and mannerism. At the workplace, we
should be more thoughtful of our col-
leagues. While driving, one should be
considerate to other road users and at
eateries, we should treat those serving
us with respect.

While time can only heal the effects
of Covid-19 and the state of our econo-
my, a little kindness and consideration
go a long way for us to cope with the
agony we're all facing. It helps to go the
extra mile in showering our family mem-
bers and outsiders with more kindness
and consideration especially in times
of calamity. It is also definitely a giant
step in being family-focused for our na-
tion’s healing process.

After all, acts of anger like killing
stray dogs or cats and slapping others
at a restaurant aren’t very helpful, are
they?

least, to make our daily lives more pal-
atable in the challenging circumstanc-
es we currently find ourselves in?

| would suggest we be kinder and
more considerate towards others. At
home, a child should be more consider-
ate towards his/her parents who face

mounting pressure at work, husbands

u Victor Seow is a special officer to
the Penang Chief Minister. He still
believes that Penangites will decide
what’s best for the state in spite of
the difficult times we’re living in.

The views expressed here are those of the
author/contributor and do not necessarily
represent the views of Buletin Mutiara.
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Seri Delima kindergarten ‘lit up’

DUBBED as a pilot project in Seri Delima and first-of-its-kind
in Penang, the “Project Lit Up” was launched to help needy
kindergarten children who require tablets for virtual lessons
due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

Seri Delima assemblyman Syerleena Abd Rashid said the
Penang Science Cluster (PSC), with the support of Intel and
Young Democrats Malaysia, was working with her service
centre to provide 17 tablets to the children.

She added the tablets’ assistance was given to the chil
dren of the B40O group in her constituency to enable them to
continue their lessons in a proper manner.

“They are still unable to attend their pre-school lessons
physically and they need to rely on virtual lessons from home.

“This is a very commendable initiative by Penang Science
Cluster, Intel and Young Democrats Malaysia.

“Under this project, the 17 tablets would be loaned to the
needy children, aged between five and seven years.

“The children from Perpaduan Kindergarten in Taman Sar-
don and Bukit Gelugor will be using them for five months
before returning the tablets.

“At least, the tablets can be rotated among the needy
children after that,” Syerleena told reporters after attending
the event at Taman Tun Sardon MPKK office.

Young Democrats Malaysia (Penang Branch) chairman
Mohd Farid Mohd Azmi said there would be facilitators from
the nongovernmental organisation (NGO) to assist the chil-
dren.

“We will be going to their houses and assisting them in
using the tablets.

“At the same time, we will make sure that they complete
their work,” he said.

Also present were PSC representative lly Iskandar and
Taman Tun Sardon MPKK (Village Community Management
Council) chairman Mohd Hafiz Abdul Aziz.
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Peclandingan
Melukis Posler

Derfemakan:

1. Penyertaan terbuka kepada mereka yang berusia 13 tahun
dan ke atas.

2. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

3. Saiz kertas lukisan adaloh A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

4, Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer
adalah tidok dibenarkan.

5. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

6. Setiap set penyertaan perlu mereka bentuk pelitup mulut
bertemakan “Penang Lawan COVID-19" dengan logo serta
hushingh#lr]tu]ugullc:liu; - _ '

7. Borang butiran maklumat peribadi peserta u ditam|
di Iml'l?:lgiun belakang : : pe 5

8. Penyertaan ohli Imluurgu ian:lﬂlu:lf barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.

9. Semua karya adalah milik penganjur.

10. Tarikh tutup penyertaan, 31 Mac 2021,

Sila isi butiran berikut:

Nama :
No.Kad Pengenalan :
Alamat: .. .

No. Telefon : (Rumah) .. (Bimbit)

Emel:

Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

=3

3 \-

FEBRUARY 1— 19, 2021

No Tel/ No Faks \ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
T) 04 - 649 3976 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq P) 04-5767606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

(T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman
N.05 SUNGAI DUA m
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 390 5109
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin F) 04 - 390 5109

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim M

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo

jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04-3310163

PKR PENANG HQ

ETE 04 - 228 8482 N.01 PENAGA ;
F) 04 - 228 8514 M
(T) 04-3970115 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan (T) 010 - 468 5990

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
() Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

(T) 019 - 415 3850
haijifek@gmail.com

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

[T; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n9.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

YB Goh Choon Aik &H 81— 28% 321313%
N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
jawi@dappg.org F) 04 - 594 3163
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP

YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah (T)
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

N.23 AIR PUTIH

YB Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614
lim nen nan v.m

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA
& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA
HOTLINE MBPP

ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN
NEGERI

KASTAM

IMIGRESEN

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

| @
g

0 penanglawancovid19 |

999 JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
}8? JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
) FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
04-262.1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
04-250 3419

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG gjgg} ?}8513
04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

SALURAN RASMI UNTUK
INFO TERKINI KEMPEN
PENANG LAWAN COVID-19

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

P AN

</ penanglawancovid19.com )

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA

o t.me/penanglawancovid19 |

airtam@dappg.org

YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid }T% 04 - 659 5611
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N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

o penanglawancovid19

Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19
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judge a book by its cover.
“Likewise, a smiling face
does not necessarily mean the
person is happy; deep inside there
might be a storage of sorrow,” says
Penang Befrienders vice-chairman
Saras Pillay (pix).

Saras said the Covid-19 pan-
demic has pushed people's mental
health to the edge as loneliness
and anxiety have apparently en-
gulfed them.

“During times such as this, peo-
ple are overwhelmed with emotions
such as fear, extreme sadness and

I'I' is said that we should not
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Befrienders, a listening
ear to aching hearts

a feeling of being detached from
their loved ones.

“Everyone of us might be facing
a similar situation, but the ability to
endure a painful and difficult situa-
tion varies for every individual.

“Some are able to bounce back
and brave it courageously but for
some it might be very exhausting,
and they spiral down, eventually
leading them to suicidal thoughts,”
said Saras during an interview with
Buletin Mutiara team recently.

Saras believes not many are
aware of the services offered by
organisations such as the Be-
frienders.

“We are very concerned with
public mental health. We want peo-
ple to know about Befrienders and

that we are more than willing to be
a listening ear to whoever needs it.

“I would like to let them know
that they can share with us the
things that are burdening or bother-

ing them.
“We provide our services
through ~ WhatsApp, telephone

calls, Messenger, email and face-
to-face on normal days.

"But during the conditional
movement control order (CMCO)
or movement control order (MCO)
we provide services through
Skype,WhatsApp, Messenger and
email, " added Saras.

According to Saras, job loss,
unemployment, the inability to
cope with studies, and the feeling
of being neglected by loved ones
are some of the common causes
of distress among people in recent
times.

“Last year, we had to close our
centre starting from second half
of March to end of April due to the
MCO, but our services continued
via Skype, WhatsApp, Messenger
and email.

“During that time, we received

calls related to the fear of the pan-
demic as well as other calls per-
taining to relationships and other
personal matters.

“Now, we are back with our
usual service at our centre and
more people are pouring out their
emotions through WhatsApp, espe-
cially the younger generation,” said
Saras, who has been serving Pen-
ang Befrienders for 32 years.

Saras hopes government agen-
cies could join hands with Be-
frienders to spread awareness on
mental health and to assist the or-
ganisation to prevent suicides.

“We find that most suicides take
place in highrise buildings. Just
recently two individuals took their
lives, at stratified homes in two dif-
ferent places.

“Thus, we hope that the state
government could do something
to rectify this. Perhaps, they
can help us to collaborate with
the Joint Management Body or
Management Committee to put
up our banners at high-rises.

“In this way, people might
come to know about Be-

frienders, and it could help
save a life. Other than that, we
also welcome Village Commu-
nity Management Councils (MP-
KKs) to work with us to reach
out to the people,” said Saras.

Meanwhile, Saras also sug-
gested that volunteers be
placed at the Penang Bridge to
conduct patrolling to prevent
suicides from taking place.

Very importantly, Saras said,
is to be sensitive to one's men-
tal health and also of those
who are around us.

"Everybody needs at least
one person with whom they can
share all the things that are
troubling them without being
judged.

"Let us be that person, be a
listener and save lives," said
Saras.

Befrienders can be reached
at 04-2815161/2811108,
011-56706261 (WhatsApp) or
pat@befpen.org. They can also
be contacted through facebook
page (https://www.facebook.
com/befrienderspenang).
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Penangite does his bit by donating face masks, sanitisers

A PENANGITE, running a factory
in Selangor, feels burdened when
he hears of the rise of Covid-19
cases in his home state.

EMP Image Solution Sdn Bhd
managing director Prof Dr CocoAlex
Yeoh decided that since his factory
produces face masks and sanitis-
ers, he sent 30,000 medical face
masks and 300 bottles of sanitiser
to the state government on Jan 8.

He presented the items to state
executive councillor Yeoh Soon
Hin at Komtar, who then handed
them over to the state Health De-
partment representatives — dep-
uty chief assistant medical officer
Theayalan Vasudevan and senior
assistant director Chan Pei Hong.

“I am very concerned about Pen-
ang being in the red zone,” said Co-
coAlex, who hails from Air Itam.

“| wanted to help, so | got in
touch with my father in Penang to
link me to the appropriate people.
As the Covid-19 cases continue un-
abated, Penang is my priority.

“This is my company’s CSR (cor-
porate social responsibility). What-
ever | can do or help as a Malay-
sian, | will do.”

He said he is proud that his

L‘:_g_ o
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Yeoh (second from right) together with CocoAlex (right), Chan
(left) and Theayalan (second from left) showing the face masks
and sanitisers sponsored by EMP Image Solution Sdn Bhd.

company’s face masks are of high
quality and the sanitisers are eco-
friendly.

He said EMP Image Solution,
which has been in the business
for 16 years, helps distribute face
masks and sanitisers to old folks’
homes and other organisations in
other states.

“We're proud to be one of the
companies which support our
frontliners with a Malaysian-made
product that is certified internation-
ally - accredited by US ASTM Level
3 (highest) and European standard
type Il R.

“We use Aerofit technology to
provide full coverage you need to
prevent microorganisms from en-
tering your respiratory system.

“This is a non-wrinkle mask
that is supported by its ergonomic
design for optimal comfort. Our
masks will fit perfectly without
hassle and leave your make up un-
touched.

“Moreover, we use premium
grade material that’s proven to be
gentle on the skin.”

Soon Hin thanked CocoAlex for
his kind gesture, saying the gifts
were just timely.
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EN we “think out of the
box” it encourages one to
stretch the creativity level

and come up with something that

no one has thought of.

In other words, something origj-
nal or moving away from the con-
ventional way of thinking.

In this respect, art show curator
Ivan Gabriel initiated an exhibition,
called “Boxed In”, recently with the
theme “One Foot At A Time”, which
left many a visitor spelltbound with
the artworks displayed.

During an exclusive interview
with the Buletin Mutiara team, Ga-
briel said the artists were given two
12" x 12" (inch) wooden boxes and
were required to showcase their ar-
tistic talent using those two boxes.

“Some Penang-based visual art-
ists from various backgrounds and
arts practices joined us in this arts
exhibition. What | wanted was to
portray art from a different perspec-
tive, that is using the metaphorical
phrase — ‘think out of the box’ as
my inspiration.

“They were required to fully uti-

‘Boxed In’ creatively

lise the boxes given to them and
the only catch was for them to
‘think outside the box’ whilst having
the artworks within the box itself.

“l was impressed when | saw
their end products,” said Gabriel at
the exhibition held last December
at the Penang Hin Bus Depot in Ja-
lan Gurdwara.

One of the participants, Maizul
Affendy, who is a multidisciplinary
artist, used comic illustration to
portray the political scene of our
country.

“This artwork is my new series
of the political satire ‘RABAK KERA-
jaan’, which translated means ‘torn
apart’.

“The word ‘KERAjaan’, when you
read the first two syllables (KERA)
means ‘chimpanzee’. A chimpan-
zee possesses domineering charac-
teristics and resembles politicians
who love to fight for power and lead-
ership. | love playing around with
words that are thought provoking
while adding some humour.

“I am more into politics and | fol-
low closely all the political drama
that takes place in our midst. So, |
wanted to use metaphors to convey
my thoughts to the public. It took

g

me a few months to fully construct
the artwork, as | had to do it layer
by layer,” said Affendy, who is also
a lecturer at KDU College.

For selftaught artist, Nasir
Nadzir, this was unfortunately his
last exhibition in Penang before he
passed away on Jan 24, 2021.

In an interview at the exhibition,
he said Covid-19 had forced him to
make last minute changes to his
creation.

“I had actually completed work-
ing on the first wooden box - the
Blueberries Box - before the MCO
was implemented on March 18,
2020. My initial idea was to pair
this box with Blue Rubies Box as a

Affendy/showingjtheisketch
workidone) forfhisiicomic
illustration.

juxtaposition.

“But the lockdown has totally
changed my idea for the next box,
as | was craving for a warm hearty
meal in a nearby cafe, such as a
French toast with fresh fruits on top
with sweet syrup.

“Besides that, | also witnessed

some panic buying in the grocery
shops in my neighbourhood. So,
| came up with the second box
by illustrating an image of bread
stacked up and overloaded with
fruits,” said Nasir.

For botanical artist Esther Geh,
she invented a treasure box while
integrating the elements of nature.

Materials such as ink, watercol-
or and acrylic painting were used to
beautify the treasure box.

“This treasure box would per-
haps bring back childhood memo-
ries of having a collection of trea-
sure boxes and musical boxes that
we excitedly used to store things.

“I have decorated the box by
painting the images of rainforest
to send a message of how the
rainforest should be treasured,”
said Geh.

* PEXMATANG
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HOSES FOR VOLUNTARY
FIRE BRIGADE

THE Padang Lalang service centre
provided 10 units of fire hose

to the Kampung Cross Street
Voluntary Fire Brigade in Bukit
Mertajam last Dec 28. Padang
Lalang assemblyman Chong Eng
said the total cost for all the 10
units was RM9,800 and was fully
borne by her service centre. “As
we know, voluntary fire brigades
in Penang have been very active
in providing crucial services to
the people. Thus, to ensure that
they can operate faster and more
efficiently in the event of any
emergency, my service centre
has donated these fire hoses to
them. | hope this contribution can
help streamline the work of the
voluntary fire brigade here,” said
Chong Eng, who is state Social
Development and Nor-lslamic
Religious Affairs Committee
chairman, during the handover
ceremony.

UPGRADING FOR TWO
HAWKER SITES

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has upgraded two

hawker sites in the Bayan Baru
parliamentary constituency. MBPP
councillor Ahmad Azrizal Tahir said
the hawker site in Jalan Kekabu
could accommodate 14 hawkers.
“The cost of this new hawker site
is about RM180,000,” Ahmad
Azrizal told reporters at the site
on Dec 28. Another hawker site —
TPS Lebuh Batu Maung in Taman
Iping — was upgraded by the MBPP
at a cost of about RM200,000.
“The council provided new roofs
and re-did the piping. The site

can accommodate 18 traders,”
he said. Penang Entrepreneurial
Development, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, who was present,
spoke about mobile marketing

as the way to provide space for
people to trade.

GREEN LANE
IT will be a more comfortable ride
for residents in Jalan Changkat
Tembaga, Green Lane, after
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
councillors and Seri Delima
service centre jointly initiated a
road paving project there. Seri
Delima assemblyman Syerleena
Abdul Rashid said the project was
important as it also increases
the popularity of Bukit Hijau, a
hiking trail in the vicinity of Jalan
Changkat Tembaga. According
to Syerleena, the project, which
started on Dec 24, is 60%
completed, while the remaining
40% is expected to be completed
soon. “MBPP councillors Quah
Boon Lim and Tan Soo Siang
funded the entire paving road
project at a cost of RM8,996.50
from their councillors’ allocation,”
Syerleena told a brief press
conference in Jalan Changkat
‘Tembaga on Jan 2.

Successful end to
digital chess event

HE recent Penang Online
TChess Festival 2020, or-

ganised by the Penang
Chess Association (PCA) and
endorsed by the Penang State
Sports Council, concluded
smoothly.

The week-long series of
seven online tournaments at-
tracted an estimated 800 par-
ticipants from Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong, China, India
and Australia.

PCA president See Swee
Sie (pix) thanked Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow, state
Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee and
the Penang State Sports Coun-
cil for their support of chess
activities in Penang.

“We would also like to thank
the ZOG Group for their spon-
sorship and all sponsors and
supporters,” said See.

Joel Pimentel emerged
champion in the Open catego-

Z

<

ry and pocketed RM1,200
prize money. Second place
went to Azarya Jodi Setyaki,
who bagged RM900, while
third place winner was Nouri
Alekhine, who won RM750.
Chua Jia-Tien was ad-
judged the best woman play-
er while Jimmy Liew Chee
Meng was the best veteran
(above 55) player. Both were
awarded RM300 each.
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In the Position category,
Stevarky clinched the title,
beating Aurelia Vania Winanda
and Vaio Alfitrah Hazaraqgi to

OTHER RESULTS:

Under-18 boys:

1. Joshua Ng Shao Wen (6),

2. Chong Huan Yan (5 %),

3. Dhamin PathamanathaN
(5 14).

Under-18 girls:

1. Nadila Merika Agnesia (6),

2. Ong Coshinne (5),

3. Nala Ghassani (5).

Under-15 boys:

1. Carson Goh Eu Zien (6 %)

2. Godwin Liem (6 %),

3. Clarence Tie Siou Guan (6).

Under-15 girls:

1. Salwa Nadia Maharani (6),

2. Nicole Khor Qiao Wen (5),

3. Celine Ong (5).

Under-12 boys:

1. Satria Duta Cahaya (6 %),

2. Teh Rui Gen (6 %),

3. lan Yong Je Pin (6).

second and third places re-
spectively. They won RM300,
RM200 and RM150 respec-
tively.

Under-12 girls:

1. LiJoy Ching (5 %2),

2. Claire Wang Xin Ran (5),

3. Chan Jing Ying (5).

Under-10 boys:

1. Steven Tan (6),

2. Sai Siddharth (6),

3. Vinesh Venkata
Narayanaswamy (6).

Under-10 girls:

1. Abby Tan Li Shuen (5),

2. Ng Jing Xuan Alyssa (4),

3. Yvonne Yeoh Xin Ying (4).

Under-8 boys:

1. Haresh Venkata
Narayanaswamy (6),

2. Poon Ee Rui (5),

3. Tedric Lee (4 ¥).

Under-8 girls:

1. Ng See Jen (3 v2),

2. Pan Yan (2 %),

3. Edrina Khoo Lyn Yuet (2).

Soon (front row, centre) with scout members during the handover ceremony.

Covid-19 badges, uniforms for Scouts from B40 group

THE Penang government, through
a close collaboration with the
Scouts Association of Malaysia,
Penang, recently handed out
some 2,000 Covid-19 badges and
uniforms for students from the
B40 group in the state.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said the badges, which were of-
ficially unveiled last May, were a
fitting way to remind people, espe-
cially students, about the Covid-19
pandemic and its repercussions.

“It has been a difficult year for
all, and when we look at these
badges in the years to come, it
will remind us not only about how
catastrophic 2020 was but also
the struggles and efforts put in
by frontliners to fight this unprec-
edented situation.

“Let us all stay strong and keep
our faith high that someday, all
that we go through now will come
to an end,” Soon said during the
badges and uniform handover cer-
emony at the State Scout Council

in Solok Scotland recently.

Soon added through an alloca-
tion designated for his Youth and
Sports portfolio, the Penang gov-
ernment had spent RM10,000 to
buy scout uniforms, which also
includes T-shirts, scarves, shoes
and ‘wogel’ for B40 group stu-
dents.

“The items will benefit some
230 students from 60 schools
throughout the state,” Soon add-
ed.

He said this joint effort was first

started in 2019, where RM5,000
was spent by the Penang govern-
ment to benefit some 50 Scout
members from the B40 group.

“This year, with the pandem-
ic, we decided to increase the
amount to RM10,000 to be able
to benefit more needy students in
the community.

“More companies are encour-
aged to come forward and assist
the state in its efforts to aid stu-
dents, especially those from the
B40 group,” Soon added.
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