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Story and pix by Chan Lilian

A TOTALLY unacceptable
move.

That was how exco for Town
and Country Planning &Hous-
ing Jagdeep Singh Deo de-
scribed the move to impose
Goods and Services Tax on
property management fees.

A group of NGOs and pro-
fessionals recently also gave a
resounding "No” to GST on
property management fees.

At a press conference in
Komtar on Dec 5, Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng had re-
vealed that close to 65% of
Penangites who live in strati-
fied parcels will be burdened
by the GST.

“All those who stay in flats
will have to pay 6% GST for
their property management
fees. There are 235,932 units,
out of which some are low-cost
and low-medium cost units.

” Assuming there are 4-5 oc-
cupants in each unit, there will
be one million Penangites or
65% of the population who will
be burdened. Property manage-
ment fees should be exempted
from GST!” Lim asserted.

To explain it in simpler
terms, Real Estate and Housing
Developer Association (Rehda)
Penang branch chairman Datuk

Jerry Chan said: “I think the
issue now is management fees
are collected for the residents
to upkeep and maintain their
homes. There is no profit gen-
erated, no dividend paid and
money is collected just to pay
for the services. Let’s say the
property management did not
manage to collect 100% of the
maintenance fees, they still
have to pay in full for every
unit, at the end of every month.
So, the people are not only pay-
ing the 6% but also to cover the
6% GST of those who fail to
pay up their fees. This is a very
unfair situation. The manage-
ment funds will be hit, reserves
depleted. This is serious! GST
should not be charged!”
Jagdeep also pointed out
that four professional bodies,
namely Royal Institute of Sur-
veyors Malaysia (RISM), Per-
satuan Penilai, Pengurus Harta,
Ejen Harta & Perunding Harta
Swasta Malaysia (PEPS), Ma-
laysia Institute of Professional
Property Managers (MIPPM)
and National House Buyers
Association had submitted a
petition to the Prime Minister,
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, who
is also Finance Minister, on
Nov 28.
The petition is for all strati-
fied development areas to be

‘No’ to GST on
management fees

; T e . . i
GUESS WHO’S HERE... Yes it’s time to be onIy and merry W|th Chrlstmas round the corner. And the
festive season would not be complete without Santa Claus and his bag of goodies as seen here at
the YWCA Christmas party.

classified as GST zero-rated tax
supply instead of the GST
standard rated tax supply.

The petition reads: “The
homebuyers and also the voice
of the six million parcel owners
and occupiers in the 15,000
stratified development areas in
West Malaysia hereby petition
to the government to change
the GST classification to zero-
rated.”

The two-page document also
stated that “it is totally mind
boggling, absolutely unfair and
unreasonable for the low-cost
and low-medium cost stratified
development areas to be clas-
sified under GST exempted
where they are not entitled to
claim for refund on GST input
tax.

As a result, the lower in-
come group will inadvertently

be made to bear and suffer the
effect of increased costs of
maintenance and management
of the common property due to
the implementation of GST.
Instead of helping the lower
income group, the government
has unwittingly made them into
the real suffering victims of the
implementation of GST.”
GST at 6%r is set to be im-
plemented on April 1, 2015.
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Clean toilets lead to good health

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

MILLIONS of children under five die
yearly because of diarrhoea, cholera and
dysentery due to the lack of toilet facilities
around the world.

According to the World Toilet Organisa-
tion website: “One thousand children died
per day from diarrhoeal diseases due to poor
sanitation in 2013. These deaths are prevent-
able.”

It is estimated that 40% of the world
population lacks toilet facilities and this
causes 2.6 billion people to defecate into
rivers and open spaces which cause the
spread of diseases.

Closer to home, Penang took the initiative
to celebrate World Toilet Day which falls
annually on Nov 19 to raise awareness and
at the same time, ensure that Penang has
clean toilets.

Going by the theme “Clean Toilets, Con-
tented Citizens, Penang Prospers” (Tandas
Bersih, Rakyat Selesa, Pulau Pinang Se-
jahtera), the event was held at Sunway Car-
nival Convention Centre, Seberang Jaya.

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon, exco member Chow Kon
Yeow, assemblymembers Wong Hon Wai and

Kudos for dedicated MPPP workers

THIRTY eight years in the same job,
doing the same thing at the same
location may not be everyone’s cup
of tea.

However, looking at the contented
people and listening to their job sat-
isfaction, you do wonder if some of
us are missing out on life.

Though they may be what we deem
as the lower in the job pyramid, clean-
ing toilets and clearing clogged drains
at wet markets, they do their job with
pride, dedication and commitment.

With a salary of about RM2,000,
Mohamed Ismail Abdul Latif and K.
Anbalagan, both 58, are amongst the
unsung heroes in our midst.

They joined the Penang Island
Municipal Council in the 1970s and
have been there for 37 years.

With grown-up children, the two
continue to serve the people by mak-
ing sure the Air Itam wet market, its
vicinity and public toilets are clean.

On Nov 20, Air Itam assembly-
member Wong Hon Wai dropped by
to congratulate the team of general
workers for making the Air [tam mar-

Soon Lip Chee, Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) chief Datuk Maimunah
Shariff, Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) secretary Ang Aing Thye and other
senior officers were there to give away
prizes to eight categories of cleanest toilets.

“The cleanest toilet campaign and com-
petition is to increase awareness and at the
same time, improve the cleanliness level of
public toilets. Hopefully, these efforts put in
by the various categories of establishments
will also help to make Penang shine,” Rashid

said in his speech.

The eight categories of toilets are Restau-
rant, Cafeteria, Petrol Station, Shopping
Mall, Public Toilets managed by local coun-
cils, Secondary School, Primary School and

Government Department.

The champions of the Secondary School
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and Public Toilet stood out because they had

won the prizes in the previous three years.
The Secondary School champion, SMK
Gemilang, Jalan Padang Benggali, clinched
the top prize again and is one of the top five
cleanest school toilets in Malaysia. “We have
572 students and though we have workers to
clean the toilets, our students and teachers
also take the responsibility to ensure the
toilets are clean,” a spokesperson for the

school said.

N

for their dedication and achievement.

ket the cleanest public toilet in the
whole of Penang.

“As the elected representative, I am
so proud of all of you. Thank you for
the good work and hope we can con-
tinue to maintain the championship
title though there are many newer and
nicer toilets being built. We must have
a ‘makan-makan’ party at the end of

Anbalagan (left) and Mohamed Latif are all smiles on being praised by Wong

Category

SMK Gemilang team, which walked away with RM2,000, trophy and certifi-
cate, in a group photo with Rashid (centre).
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Champion

Government Department
Restaurant

Cafetaria

Petrol Station

Shopping Mall

Secondary School
Primary School
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this year to celebrate this award of
Cleanest Toilet,” Wong said.

Anbalagan was dressed smartly in
his orange batik shirt the previous day
to collect the award at Sunway Car-
nival.

The next morning he was back in
his yellow MPPP T-shirt and busy
cleaning the toilets at Air Itam.

Public Toilet under Local Council

Klinik Kesihatan Penaga
Harvest Time Cafe, Balik Pulau
A TU Z Wedding House, SPU
Sarinani Kiosk Enterprise, DTL
AEON Mall Bukit Mertajam
Air Itam market toilet

SMK Gemilang

SK Bukit Tambun

When asked how he managed to
clinch the champion and runner-up
title in the last four years, he said,
“We are very happy working here
because there is motivation given to
us. Our YB is here to see us working.
Sometimes, our MPPP officers,
clerks and inspectors also drop by.
This gives encouragement. We feel
appreciated.”

Dedicated workers like Anbalagan
and his team remind us that regardless
of our type of job, if we do it well with
pride, dedication and commitment, it
is a job well done and deserves
praises.

Though we may have overlooked
them in our haste and hurry, it is good
when we remember to thank them for
their good work should we stumble
upon them.

They are like one of us, having a
job, a family, children but they prob-
ably have to work harder as their days
start as early as 6.30 am till late at
night, on shifts.

They are there to ensure we have a
clean environment.



_U]Lllj_'ll;_f?ﬂ December 1 - 15, 2014 D@[é:lsz;ggn

Christmas Open House
with a difference
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The organising committee with Wong (seventh from left) and Teh (eighth from left) at the picturesque and historical Fort Cornwallis.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE organising committee of the Penang
Christmas Open House 2014 has promised
that this year’s event will definitely be a very
different one.

Featuring Taiwan artistes and the world
famous Watoto Children Choir from Africa,
guests will be entertained while savouring
delicious food at Fort Cornwallis on Dec 14
from 7 pm till 10 pm.

The Watoto choir has toured Asia, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, Is-
rael, The Netherlands, New Zealand, the
United Kingdom and the United States with
a team of Ugandan adults.

Their performances are a unique blend of
native African rhythms, contemporary gos-
pel music and ethnic dance.

They have released several albums in-
cluding Mambo Sawa and Beautiful Africa.

“Come and see. Christmas is not just
about shopping but about the birth of Jesus
Christ. There will also be performances by
East Malaysians and also Christian Orang
Asli children.

”Besides that, donations will also be
given to several charity homes, namely
Pusat Jagaan Agape Shalom, Life Bridge
Learning Centre, Sharma House and oth-

rs,” Pastor Samuel Teh, chairman of the
organising committee said in press confer-

ence. The committee members comprise
members of the Christian Federation Ma-
laysia (CFM).

Political Secretary to the Chief Minister,
Wong Hon Wai, represents the Penang State
and invites Penangites and tourists alike to
join in the Christmas Open House which is
open to everyone.

“This is our State’s approach in creating
a harmonious society where people of dif-
ferent faiths and races join together for a
celebration. This way, they can further un-
derstand each other,” he said.

So, mark your calendar for Dec 14 Christ-
mas Open house and head on to Fort Corn-
wallis.

Explain diesel
price hike,
says Lim

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng called on Domestic
Trade, Cooperatives and
Consumerism Minister
Datuk Seri Hasan Malek to
explain the recent price
increase of diesel by three
sen from RM2.20 to
RM?2 .23 per litre as of Dec
1.

He was commenting on
a statement by the minister
which stated that the diesel
price increase was due to
previously paid out subsidy
by Putrajaya.

“Based on the float sys-
tem used, there is no choice
but to raise the price,”
Hasan was quoted saying
to reporters in Kampar,
Perak on Dec 1,

Lim also questioned the
issue of why the subsidy
was paid in advance when
the world oil price was not
determined at the time.

Meanwhile, the recent
price increase of diesel
caught lorry and bus opera-
tors and consumers by
surprise.

They are puzzled by the
three sen hike although
world oil prices have fallen
to record lows.

Making George Town the llterary capital of Malaysia

DEVELOPMENT seems to be
the buzzword when it comes to
Penang these days with many
gears in motion to strengthen
the state’s economy and cul-
ture; yet when it boils down to
it, the culture of reading must
be instilled in its people.
Realising the importance of
reading, the Penang Global
Tourism presented its fourth
edition of the George Town
Literary Festival on Nov 28
with the theme “Capital”.
“The theme of ‘capital’ is
befitting this year. We want

Visitors browsing through a W|de selection of books on display at
the Whiteways Arcade during the George Town Literary Festival
2014 launch.

“We want to develop these
mental qualities through the 30
events lined up. There is some-
thing for everyone no matter
how young or old at this year’s
festival,” he said.

“Capital is wealth, both fi-
nancial and intellectual. It is
the catalyst for growth. It is the
skill, knowledge and experi-
ence that will move us forward.
It is the human potential”.

He believes that Penang has
become an attractive destina-
tion for all things arts, culture
and literature and hopes to see

Penang to be the capital for
arts, culture, heritage and of
course literary capital of Ma-
laysia,” said Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng at the festival’s
launch.

“We have proven year after
year that we have what it takes
but there is still more to do. Not
only for Penangites but we
want all Malaysians to pick up
more books and expand their

minds,” he said.

Festival curator Umapagan
Ampikaipakan said there has
been a diaspora when it comes
to the younger generation and
reading.

it grow even larger next year.
“Take some of the brightest
literary minds in the world and
throw them all together in the
beautiful madness of George
Town and what you have is the

perfect recipe for ideas and
inspiration, for connections
and collaborations,” said Uma-
pagan.

Among the highlights of the
festival were a line-up of ac-
claimed international writers
including Filipino author
Miguel Syjuco, whose debut
novel “Ilustrado” won the Man
Asian Literary Prize; award
winning poet Sudeep Sen (In-
dia), writer Said El Haji (the
Netherlands) and Susan Barker
(UK).

Malaysian writers, like so-
cial activist and Islamic intel-
lectual Kassim Ahmad, author
and translator Eddin Khoo and
renowned poet Wong Phui
Nam, too were seen headlining
the festival.
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Doing good

Story by 2 : '
Danny Ooi — ;
Pix by
Alissala Thian

A PALLIATIVE
nurse at Charis
Hospice Penang,
Christine Loh,
28, intends to
raise money for
the hospice dur-
ing the “Run For
Charis Hospice
100km Ultra-
Marathon” to be
held from Jan 17
-18,2015in Hong
Kong.

“I want people
to know hqw val- Loh (left).
uable and impor-
tant it is to give
an ailing patient good care until the end of his
or her life.

“I wish to spread this message not only in
Penang but also internationally,” she told a
media conference in Komtar recently.

The Vibram Hong Kong 100km Ultra-Mar-
athon is an international ultra-endurance race
covering remote and unspoilt beaches, ancient
forests, natural trails, reservoirs as well as steep
hills, and finishing with the descent from Hong
Kong’s highest peak — Tai Mo Shan.

This course involves an accumulation eleva-

for charity |

CHARIS HOSPICE b
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Chong Eng handing over the mock cheque for the donation to Oo (centre) and

tion gain of over 4,500 metres and cut-off time
is 32 hours.

Also present at the media conference was
Charis Hospice medical director Dr Oo Loo
Chan and state exco for Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community Development
Chong Eng who started the ball rolling by hand-
ing over RM5,000 to the hospice.

Members of the public can pledge any
amount they wish to donate to the hospice.

For more information, call Brenda (011-
12466757) or visit their hospice facebook page
Charis Hospice.

PHC ANNOUNCEMENT : ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

19" January 2015.

website www.penanghill.gov.my .

The Management
Penang Hill Corporation

The Penang Hill Funicular service will be closed from 12 January — 18 January
2015 for annual preventive maintenance works, and shall resume business on

Visitors can opt for alternative routes via the Jeep Track (Botanical Gardens) or
the existing hiking routes to the top of Penang Hill. For further details on train
service schedule and development, please visit our

We apologize for any inconvenience caused.
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AROUND TOWN

LEVEL UP HANGOUT BY REDBOX STUDIO
REDBOX Studio organises Level Up on a monthly basis.
Level Up is a free, casual networking and learning session
held on the third Thursday of each month from 7pm to 9pm.
Limited to the first 20 people who register. No walk-ins
please. For venue details, go to http://redboxstudio.com/
level-up/.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit
Mertajam. Testing is available during office hours from
Mondat to Friday. Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an appoint-
ment.

MANDARIN COURSE

HAN Chiang College Centre for Languages and Training
will organise the Elementary Communicative Mandarin
starting Oct 11 for eight consecutive Saturdays from 2.30pm
to 4.30pm. The course will cover listening, speaking, writing/
grammar. For details, call HCCLT at 04-2831088 ext 146 or
email to info.hcclt@gmail.com

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday
at Complex USM. Book your session at www.redboxstudio.
com/tech-tuesday or call Krista (016 451 9193).

WCC SERVICES

THE Womens Centre for Change located at 241, Jalan Bur-
mah (next tp PTPL College) provides free and confidential
services through its hotline, e-mail, face-to-face counselling
and shelter for women in crisis. Details, e-mail wcc@wc-
cpenang.org or call 04-2280342.

LAUNDRY SERVICE

NEED help with your laundry? Then come on to Kedai OKU
Dobi Pulau Pinang, Opposite Pacific Bakery, Unit 2-B-104,
Phase 2, Ground Floor No 8, Konkos Satu, Komtar. Managed
by single mothers and the disabled, their specialty services
include dry cleaning suits, sweaters and gowns, air washing
tudung and dresses and disinfect children’s toys. Details, call
014-7555955.

CHILDREN’S CAMP

PENANG Botanic Gardens Society is holding a Children’s
Camp titled “The Leaf: A Green Factory” at Botanika Out-
reach, 673A, Jalan Kebun Bunga (opposite Moongate) on
Nov 22 from 9am to 4.30pm. The fee is RMS80 for each
participant.

EXERCISE SESSION

BAYAN Baru Rukun Tetangga will hold free aerobics ses-
sions from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays and free line dancing
sessions from 6pm to 7pm on Tuesdays at the Medan Bayan
Pasir children’s playground in Bayan Baru. Call Jeorge
Subramaniam (016-4112205) for details about the aerobics
sessions and Joselyn Chin (019-5257254) for line dancing.

REUNION

THE Malaysian Red Crescent Society is inviting all past
members of Detachment 13 to join a reunion dinner at 7pm
on Dec 13 at the Starview Restaurant, New World Park.
Details, call S.B. Khoo at 012-4849408, B.S.Chow at 019-
4805273 of Y.N. Tan at 019-2386720.
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Slight hike in assessment rates

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Chris Koay

STATE exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow said Penang has an-
nounced a slight increase in as-
sessment rates for next year
under both local government
authorities — the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP) and
the Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP).

The state government decid-
ed to impose only a marginal
increase in rates in order not to
burden ratepayers.

“Both councils have not re-
viewed their assessment rates
since 2005. Previously it was
reviewed every five years,” he
told a media conference on Nov
24.

Also present were MPSP
president Datuk Maimunah
Shariff, its secretary Rozali
Mohamud, valuation and prop-

erty management director Mat
Nasir Hassan, MPPP secretary
Ang Aing Thye and valuation
and property management direc-
tor Cheong Chee Hong.

Chow said the increase is
necessary to bring in additional
revenue for both councils to
meet higher operational costs
such as development projects to
improve basic amenities.

“Both councils have been
asking for an increase in assess-
ment rates since 2009 but their
requests were rejected until
September this year.

“’On the other hand, the state
government has rejected the
councils’ request to review the
current Valuation List, and has
instead decided to extend the
existing list that has been used
since 2005.

“MPPP has plans for 15 pro-
jects worth a total of RM101.862
million while MPSP plans to
implement 15 projects worth a
total of RM46.925 million next

year.”

Among the MPPP projects
are a paired road system for
Jalan Paya Terubong and land
acquisition for Teluk Kumbar
public market complex, while
those for MPSP include the
upgrading of Taman Berjaya
public market and construction
of drainage to alleviate flooding.

Maimunah said the new rates
would help boost their income
by RM20.49 million next year.

Penang childcare centres on viewer map

EXCO for Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Chong Eng
recently launched a mapping
project led by Penang Women’s
Development Corporation
(PWDC) which maps out all
162 registered childcare centres
in Penang.

Being the first state to adopt
a comprehensive Childcare
Policy and Action Plan, Penang
leads again by introducing a
mapping project which uses a
comprehensive Geographic
Information System (GIS) that
will enable parents to access

and identify nearby centres for
their young ones.

“With the GIS, Penangistes
can search for a childcare centre
with just a click,” said Chong
Eng at the launch on Nov 20.

She added the state govern-
ment is working out a task force
to scrutinise the setting up of
childcare centres, preschools
and nurseries and at the same
time ensure developers meet
the requirement of one child-
care centre and one kindergar-
ten for every 200 housing units.

“All the childcare centres
mapped in the programme were

registered under Community
Development Department (KE-
MAS),” said PWDC chief ex-
ecutive officer Aloyah Bakar
while stating that children’s
safety is the concern of every-
one.

Meanwhile, PWDC board
member Lim Kah Cheng, who
was present at the launch, said
the map viewer not only states
the address of centres but also
lists out all upcoming events
and teaching method plus infor-
mation on special features of-
fered at each centre.

Log on to epegis.penang.

(From left) Cheong, Ang, Chow, Maimunah and Rozali éhowing thé
new assessment rates for 2015.

“Currently our income from
assessment rates 1is
RM137.7million,” she added.

Maimunah said the rates for
kampung houses and properties
owned by societies or associa-
tions would remain the same.

“For landed properties, flats
(minus low-cost flats) and de-
velopment land, the increase is
1% while commercial, light in-
dustry and agro-based industry
properties will pay 1.25% more.

gov.my/pwdc-taska/ and find

out what you are looking for.
Also present at the launch

were childcare centre operators,

Chong Eng and her team are glad to help out parent

“Three golf courses on the
mainland will have to pay 4.35%
more,” she added.

Meanwhile, Ang said there
would be no hike in assessment
rates for properties owned by
societies, associations and
kongsi.

“The rate for the low and low
medium-cost flats will see a hike
of 0.5% from the current 7%.

“This means 83% of owners
will pay less than RM10 more
from next year. While for landed
properties, apartments and con-
dominiums, and developed land
in both districts on the island,
the increase is 1%. The assess-
ment rates for commercial, in-
dustrial and hotels will step up
by 1.25%.

“Alongside this, the rate for
golf courses and turf club will
increase by 4.45%,” he said.

Ang said MPPP expected an
increase of revenue from
RM160.438 million to RM180.9
million.

LENe

s in Penang.
Penang PEGIS Centre repre-
sentative Abdul Azhar Ibrahim

and project adviser Datin Dr
Kam Suan Peng.
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Green time at Landscape Day

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Landscape Day organised by Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) on Nov
4 at Taman Lebuh Nipah 2 saw a gathering
of “green fingers”.

The state-level event, with the theme
“Sustainable Landscape, Prospering City”,
was graced by Penang Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas.

From early morning, school children
gathered for a colouring contest while a
flower arrangement competition was also
held.

Both MPPP and Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) chiefs, Datuk Patahiyah

Tamil school to get new building

Ismail and Datuk Maimunah Shariff respec- R

tively, were at the event together with [~ = S | G

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon, exco members Chow Kon
Yeow and Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim and
other VIPs.

Patahiyah announced that another four
neighbourhood parks will be built next year
while four others are already in the develop-
ment stages.

“With these new parks, we hope the
various associations will come forward to
help MPPP to ensure the cleanliness of the
parks. I am sure if there is a sense of belong-
ing within everyone, then, the problems of
cleanliness, vandalism, security and others
can be overcome,” Patahiyah said.

The Governor watering a newly planted sapling to mark the celebration.

Pettev to the Poditor

STUDENTS
of SJK (T)
Ramakrishna
will soon have
a more condu-
cive environ-
ment to study
when the con- ™
struction of a 4§
new three-sto-
ry building is
completed
soon.

Touted as &
one of the best '
Tamil schools the school.
in Penang,
both academic
wise and also in co-curricular activi-
ties, the school’s roof had collapsed
and the building is slated to be demol-
ished and rebuilt.

The 350 students are temporarily
housed in the school hall and during
the reconstruction of the new building
with 36 classrooms, they will be
studying in makeshift tents on the
field.

Concerned with the students’ wel-
fare, Datuk Keramat assemblymem-
ber Jagdeep Singh Deo has been
constantly in touch with the school
board and also assisting them to get
the building approval to commence
works.

“I am relieved that the school fi-
nally got the funds from the federal
government amounting to RM4.75
million for work to start. In April
2013, I wrote to the ministry in charge
to get them to channel the funds as
promised,” Jagdeep told a media con-

photo-taken or_n Nov 16 which shows the collapsed

N b o

roof of

ference after attending the Tamil
Kindergarten graduation.

The Ramakrishna Ashram along
Jalan Scotland has a kindergarten,
Tamil school and shelter home for
children.

Guests at the glittering graduation
concert were entertained by the chil-
dren dressed in traditional costumes.

Twenty-five children who com-
pleted their kindergarten were dressed
in their robes and proudly received
their graduation certificates.

Ashram president K. Ramasamy
thanked Jagdeep and recollected how
the late Karpal Singh used to provide
moral support and contributed to the
development of the school.

Ramasamy urged parents to con-
tinue sending their children to the
Tamil school.

“Please be proud of your language.
We will prosper and contribute to
society as this is the best Tamil school
in Penang,” he said.

Impressed by ‘new’ Penang

Dear sir,

I'am indeed proud to say that recently upon my visit to Georgetown and Penang
town area as a whole, I witnessed tremendous changes in its colours!

I saw plenty of green and to add colour to that, I saw ‘new’ buildings, flats
and apartments. ‘New’ because almost all were repainted!

And I was pleasantly surprised when I visited my aunt in Rifle Range.

Goodness! The lobby of the flats had become so elegantly tiled. My proud
aunt was telling me that she felt like staying in an apartment now!

I also saw many new recreation gardens being created near housing areas.

When I travelled along the roads, I again was so excited to witness so many
narrow roads being widened.

Beautiful Penang........it really is!

Thanks Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and his hardworking Team. Good job
and keep it up.

Having said that, I would also like to contribute some suggestions to make
Penang shine even more.

1) While I can see many new flats had been repainted, many open areas
nearby are not looked into, i.e. plenty of shrubs and trees are an eyesore to the
area. As usual, it has become a rubbish dumping place. May I suggest that it be
looked into too?

2) Another area to improve is the leftovers of items on the roads. I saw many
slabs of stones and wooden planks left behind after some construction was done
near that area. Some potholes collecting rainwater can also be seen. I suggest
that the contractors be more responsible and have a proper job done?

3) Have more rubbish bins available and educate the public to be more
civic conscious.

Thank you.
KF SEE
EDITOR’S NOTE: We wish to assure See that the respective departments will

take note of the points mentioned by him. It is very encouraging to hear that he
noticed the positive changes taking place in Penang and value the feedback.
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Yeoh (right) receiving the trophy from the Governor.

PAYA Terubong state assemblymember Yeoh Soon Hin
has been recognised as one of the 10 Outstanding
Young Malaysians in 2014.

The award ceremony was held in Dewan Sri Pinang
on Nov 12 and Yeoh received the trophy from the
Governor, Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas.

The 10 Outstanding Young Malaysian Award was
launched by Junior Chamber International Malaysia
(JCIM) in 1985 to accord recognition to young Ma-
laysians whose dedication to their profession or life
undertakings has resulted in exceptional achievement,
in the form of significant contributions to the progress
or welfare of the community at large ad to the ad-
vancement of their respective fields of endeavour.

One of the significant works Yeoh had done was
the success in transforming the environment of the
constituency.

6™ PENANG INTERNATIONAL

HALAL

UNDER

OVER 300 BOOTHS

December 1 - 15, 2014 n

YEENANG / . 1
" TRADES (liO 1151 7 N

\ |
P)=

PIHEC?{'}l 5

EXPO

& Conference

ALL

HALAL
CONFERENCE

ONE
ROOF

FREE ADMISSION
Imsf" n ¢ f‘{r_r';;_-,l'l"“l“l-'- i;?‘;ﬂllﬂg ﬁ @ [.’L“.‘TJ.'.\.' éDaganglllﬂl.wm @

FIND OUT MORE

www.pihec.com.my

Thganzea ny

PIHH DEVELOPMENT SDN. EHD. (HALAL PENANG)
Level 44, KOMTAR, 10503, Penang, Malaysia

T +604 262 5444 F +£04 263 5444

E: pihecahalalpenang com

TAWARAN PENGECUALIAN FAEDAH BAGI
SEMUA PEMINJAM PINJAMAN PENUNTUT
NEGERI PULAU PINANG

w;; <

Mulai 1 September 2014 hingga
31 Disember 2014

Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang menawarkan pengecualian faedah bagi
peminjam-peminjam yang bersetuju menyelesaikan keseluruhan baki
pinjaman atau tunggakan pinjaman secara sekaligus (Lump Sum).

Sebarang pertanyaan atau maklumat lanjut sila hubungi Pentadbiran ini seperti di

bawah :

Alamat Telefon

ghgpiﬁjawﬁg Pem;jntut - Ea:l;?som 65 /5391 /5599 /5627
ahagian Khidmat Pengurusan dan Kewangan y

Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan ?:;531 3453

Negeri Pulau Pinan
Tingkat 29, KOMTA)
10503 PULAU PINANG

farahhanim@penang.gov.my
rizalazli@penang.gov.my
roos@penang.gov.my
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The Penang State Government has aggresively embarked on a campaign to deliver
affordable housing to Penangites. Currently there are 12 projects in the pipeline.
A total of 22,545 units of affordable housing will be delivered to Penangites, both
on the island and mainland as listed in the table below :

No. | Project District | Low Low Affordable | Total

Name Cost Medium | Housing (units)
(units) | Cost (units)
(units)

1 Teluk Kumbar | DBD - 346 348 694

2 Jelutong DTL - 556 - 556

B Lebuh Cecil DTL - 348 - 348

A SP Chelliah DTL - 770 1,929 2,093

B Sandiland DL - 321 482 803

6 Bandar SPS - FoT2 8,428 11,800
Cassia

F § Kampung SPU - 353 354 707
Jawa

8 Ampang Jajar | SPU - 600 600 1,200

9 Mak Mandin | SPU 220 - - 220

10 | Bukit SPT - 408 408 816
Mertajam

11 | Juru SPT - 800 800 1,600

12 | Ujung Batu SPU 600 - 1,108 1,708
GRAND TOTAL 820 7,874 13,851 22,545

Jagdeep announcing the Property Summit.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

FOR the first time, a collaborative ef-
fort between the private sector and the
state government will result in the
Penang International Property Summit
to be held from Jan 9-11, 2015 at the
SPICE Arena (PISA).

The summit incorporates two impor-
tant components — International Con-

ference and International EXPO.

“Without doubt, Penang remains one
of the most sought after property ad-
dresses in Malaysia. Penang will con-
tinue to be an attractive state to invest in
and hence, the property market is set to
flourish,” Jagdeep Singh Deo, exco for
Housing and Town & Country Planning
said during a recent press conference.

“Although there have been many
other property exhibitions in the past,

this summit will be the inaugural one
where a conference will be held side
by side with an exhibition which fo-
cuses on the state government.

“In line with our aspiration to be-
come an international and intelligent
city, we aim to create better awareness
of the many issues faced by industry
players and their views will be heard
by the state government in order to
further promote the property market in

PR1IMA homes to remain a dream

Penang,” Jagdeep added.

Some of the topics to be discussed
include the challenges of delivery of
affordable housing, incentives for
first-time buyers and making greener
buildings.

The main focus is on how to make
Penang housing more affordable for
the people with the theme “Meeting
future challenges in the Penang prop-
erty sector”.

“DREAM homes shall remain just dreams,”said
Jagdeep Singh Deo, exco member for Housing
and Town & Country Planning.

“PRIMA is yet another empty promise made
by the Prime Minister.”

Jagdeep expressed his shock that Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Najib Razak is promising guar-
anteed financing to purchasers of PR1MA afford-
able units.

“This obviously is another empty promise,” he
said in a press conference in Komtar on Nov 24.

“I wish to remind him of his promise that 9,999
affordable housing units would be built in Penang
just before GE13 when he was in Penang,” Jag-
deep pointed out.

However, to date not even one unit of PRIMA
affordable housing has been built in Penang.

“As such, there is no point whatsoever of
making such a promise of guaranteed financing
for purchasers of PRIMA affordable housing
units, when such units have not even arrived in
Penang!” a peeved Jagdeep said.

He also reminded members of the press of the
recently concluded state assembly sitting where
the state assemblymembers had an exchange of
words with BN assemblymembers.

“Again, where the Penang state government is
concerned, BN should be cautioned in wanting
to make such racially inflammatory statements
such as the one made by their representative,

Datuk Jahara Hamid, alleging that the state gov-
ernment was not assisting Bumiputras to own.
Indeed, she had to eat her words when I chal-
lenged her to withdraw and apologise for making
such a malicious and racially divisive statement,
which she eventually did during the sitting,”
Jagdeep said.

For the record, the state government has pro-
vided low cost, low medium cost and affordable
housing units through its Selection Process
Enhancement Committee (SPEC) selection sys-
tem since August 2013 amounting to 11,695
applicants as of Nov 17, with 4,742 of them
Bumiputras, 5,215 Chinese and others and 1,738
Indians.
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Chow (right) hosing down the boys before their ritual circumcision at Taman Manggis.

Story and pix by Mark James

AS the sunrose on Nov 29, gleeful cheers and laugh-
ter of young boys being hosed down by firemen could
be heard resonating in the apartment blocks of Taman
Manggis on Jalan Zainal Abidin.

It was on that day that 30 young Muslim boys
between the ages of four and 12 would undergo their
“majlis berkhatan” or ritual circumcision marking
their first steps to a young adult life.

Zainul Hafiz, secretary of the Jalan Pasar Village
Development and Security Committee (JKKK), said
he had Chow Kon Yeow, assemblymember for Pa-
dang Kota and state executive councillor for Local
Government, Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion, to thank for the event.

“Although this event was organised in haste, we

are very happy that Chow has yet again given us
support when the community requested for it, Not
only did he approve the request of RM3,150 for this
event but he is here with us to share in our celebra-
tions as well,” said Zainul.

“What an amazing experience it is to be here and
I am very happy that the event has proceeded
smoothly with these young boys able to fulfil their
obligations,” said Chow.

“My only regret is that the state government is
often accused of not paying any attention to certain
communities. This is all political. An efficient govern-
ment does not divide and this is proof that the Penang
state government is for all,” he said to the residents
of Taman Manggis.

“Assistance will be given to those who ask for it.”

Walk to create AIDS awareness

THE “Walk for Life” Walkathon 2014 on Nov 30
saw an overwhelming response with Padang Kota
Lama filled with more than 1,200 participants.

They took off in front of the Town Hall at 8am
sharp to complete their Skm walk in support of
people living with AIDS.

Endorsed by the state government, the walkathon
organised by Community AIDS Service Penang
(CASP) aimed to bring greater public awareness on
HIV/AIDS issues as well as to help reduce stigma
and discrimination against the victims.

“I thank all participants for helping us fight preju-
dice and improve education on HIV/AIDS,” said
CASP chairman PR. Selvarajan after the flag-off.

Selvarajan added the event was in conjunction
of World AIDS Day which is held worldwide on
Dec 1 each year since 1988.

After 25 years of serving society, CASP plans
to continue its effort on a grand scale to make
Malaysia zero new infections, zero AIDS related
deaths and zero stigma and discrimination by 2030.

At the event, various NGOs helped out at ques-

Participts showing their effort at the chari
walk.

tion and answer sessions and distributed pamphlets
on treatment and prevention of the disease.
Meanwhile, the participants enjoyed the morn-
ing walk around the heritage areas, some carrying
signboards with words of support for the sufferers.

Concert to raise funds
for oncology Ward

WITH Christ-
mas around the
corner, the spirit
of giving is in
the air and what
better way than
to channel some
goodwill Ad-
ventist Hospi-
tal’s music con-
cert “Experience
HIM”.

The hospital
aspires to raise
RM20 million to
sustain the fi-
nancial cost of &4
the building and | &
operations for
the year and
hopes that phi-
lanthropists and
the community
will come forward to assist in the fund raising.

This oncology centre is targeted to launch in the second
quarter of 2015 and patients in financial dificulties may pay
substantially less for treatment upon a financial background
screening and approval by the hospital board.

Since 2009, over 381 cancer patients have benefited from
this financial assistance and it is hoped the RM20 million
raised will sustain its’ medical outreach mission.

“Another unique feature of the new oncology centre will
be its multi disciplinary approach. Each patient will be as-
signed to a doctor and a team of specialists. This approach
creates close interaction between the service provider and the
patient during the process of diagnosis, treatment and reha-
bilitation, thus consistently ensuring the best possible clinical
service quality for the patient,” said Dr. Wesley Teoh, chief
executive officer of Penang Adventist Hospital.

“For uncommon cases our hospital has links with Duke
University’s Medical Oncology Faculty where we can col-
laborate with the greatest minds in oncology to solve those
cases,” he added.

Law Heng Kiang, state exco for Tourism Development and
Culture, who personally pledged RM5,000 said that he was
happy the underprivileged cancer patients now have access
to top medical experts and state of the art medicine.

“Caring and sharing are noble values, therefore I would
strongly encourage the community to chip in and contribute,”
he said.

The charity concert will take place on Dec 21 at College
Hall, Tunku Abdul Rahman University College.

It will be presented by 316 Music Ministry, a renowned
gospel chorus from Singapore.

Tickets are priced at RM30, RM60, RM100 and RM200
which can be purchased at the Penang Adventist Hospital,
Yamaha Music School (Bagan Jermal), Penang Seventh Day
Adventist Church and Lighthouse Church.

The hospital also accepts all forms of donation which should
be made made payable to “Adventist Hospital and Clinic
Services (M)”.

For further enquiries pertaining to contribution towards the
Oncology Centre, you may contact the Hospital’s Develop-
ment Department at 04-222 7644/7606/7603.

FENANG ADVERTIT IOSPITA
B OF CANCER FUNG (ADVES
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Living G

IN the month of November, Penang Green
Council (PGC) has organized two Green
Camps at two different district of Penang:
Central Seberang Perai District and South-
West District to educate the younger gen-
erations on different environmental topics
and practices.

On 1 Nov 2014, a Programme named
Recyclethon was successfully organised by
Persatuan Ibu Bapa dan Guru (PIBG) Sek.
Keb. Sg. Rambai (SKSG) at Bukit Merta-
jam. It was a family and community day
for parents and its school children. In con-
junction with this program, PGC was in-
vited to join this program by conducting
briefing and activities to the school children
aged between 9 -12 years old. There were
180 kids in total who had participated in
this session. The participants were exposed
to the program relevant topics such as: Why
recycle, what and where to recycle, who
should recycle and How to recycle with
correct methods. Environmental themed
poster drawing competition was carried out
as part of the program too.

The efforts of educating and raising
awareness for children was continue till
month end, where second green camp was
conducted at Dewan JKKK Bukit Gedung.
The office of ADUN Batu Maung has co-
organized this camp on 29 November
2014. Dato’ Hj Abdul Malik Kassim,
EXCO Hal Ehwal Agama, Perdagangan
Dalam Negeri dan Hal Ehwal Pengguna,
ADUN Batu Maung has officiated this
camp. School children between 9-11 years
old from Sekolah Agama Rakyat Batu
Maung attended this activity to learn more
about green living.

During YB’s speech, he had spoken to
the participants about the importance of

Dato’ Haji Abdul Malik Kassim, Penang State EXCO Member for Religious Affairs,
Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs, gave a short speech during the green camp

opening on 29 November.
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GC2 - “Save the earth” poster from the group.

environmental conservations in line with
Cleaner, Greener, Healthier and Safer Pen-
ang vision. Batu Maung’s kids play an
important role of keeping environment
clean. For instance, participants were en-
courage to practice from basic - no rubbish
littering at school, at home or at their
neighborhood to subsequently achieve
‘Cleaner, Greener, Healthier and Safer Batu
Maung’.

Hoo Huey Ching
Penang Green Council
30 Nov 2014

Participants created their own simple water filter.



ISEC opens its doors

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

INTERNATIONAL Specialist Eye
Centre (ISEC) has opened its doors in
Penang.

Its chief executive officer, Dr Wong
Jun Shyan, said the one-stop eye
medical centre led by consultants spe-
cialising in various ophthalmology
fields is now the top provider in private
eye care services, serving more than
80,000 patients yearly apart from per-
forming over 10,000 eye surgeries and
procedures.

“We started in 2007 in Kuala
Lumpur with a group of highly trained
eye doctors with the aim of building a
springboard for world-class eye prac-
tices.

“At that time, most private practices
were fragmented, small proprietors or
independent contractors renting suites
in private hospitals.

“The disadvantage of such a model
was that it was unable to provide
multi-subspecialty support in terms of

Dr. Wong, CEO of ISEC brings ISEC to the northern region in 2013.

equipment and technology, and doctors
were unable to provide all facilities
related to eye care under one roof,” Dr
Wong said in his speech at the opening
of the centre.in Jalan Burma on Nov
15.

Dirty bakeries

Ku Nafishah explaining the data
collected from the health checks
carried out.

SIX bakeries in Penang have been
ordered to temporarily cease opera-
tions due to poor hygiene condi-
tions.

State Health Department deputy
director (food security and quality
division) Ku Nafishah Ku Ariffin
said the bakeries, with some even
showing the presence of rat drop-
pings, were ordered to close for two
weeks beginning Nov 17.

“The six outlets concerned in-

warned to buck up

cluded one in the northeast district
on Penang island, two in north Se-
berang Prai, one in central Seberang
Prai and two in south Seberang
Prai,” she told a press conference in
Komtar on Nov 18.

“We already gave these bakeries
a warning during checks last year,
but it has not been followed up,” she
added.

She said repeated offences in-
cluded the exposure of raw dough
to dustbins, placing bread on the
floor, exposure of food to other raw
materials which could cause mixed
contamination, lack of proper in-
oculation for workers and not wear-
ing proper attire.

“Thirteen compound notices to-
taling RM32,500 were issued,” she
added.

The operation was carried out in
the five districts in Penang, involv-
ing 93 enforcement officers from
the Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil, Seberang Prai Municipal Coun-
cil, and the Domestic Trade, Co-
operatives and Consumerism Min-
istry.

He added that comprehensive ter-
tiary eye care will not be possible in a
standalone one-man practice.

“The company realised in early 2012
that demand for eye care services was
great in the northern region.

“That encouraged us to explore the
setting up of a centre in Penang. By
mid- 2013, ISEC Penang was opened
briefly but it was only able to function
fully from February this year after
initial teething problems,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said there was an increasing
demand for good and affordable sub-
specialist eye care in Penang.

“As the population ages, the preva-
lence of potentially blinding disorders,
like cataract, glaucoma and muscular
degeneration, increases. But the need
for quality healthcare is not limited
only to the elderly.

“Having a wide range of ophthal-
mologist subspecialties will help Pen-
ang maintain its position as one of the
most popular destinations for medical
tourism,” Lim said when officiating
the opening of the eye centre.

Among those present were ISEC
Penang medical director Dr Alan Ang,
consultant ophthalmologists Dr Tsiang
Ung and Dr Adrian Tey, and Pulau
Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo Huey.

Lung cancer awareness campaign

THE state government’s Smoke-Free
Penang (PENBAR) and Mount Miriam
Cancer Hospital recently launched the
campaign “Save Your Lung, Save Your
Life” in a move to prevent lost of lives
due to cigarette smoking.

Agriculture and Agro-based Industry,
Rural Development and Health exco Dr.
Afif Bahardin officiated the campaign
together with the support of Penang
Trishaw Riders Association on Nov 25
at the George Town World Heritage In-
corporation (GTWHI) head office.

“We need to educate the public about
importance of being smoke-free,” said
Dr Afif, adding that so far the PENBAR
campaign which began early this year has
received excellent response.

Dr. Afif, who is also Seberang Jaya
assemblymember, Jaya said passive
smokers also face a higher risk of suffer-
ing from cancer if exposed to cigarette
smoke. Thus, the state government is in
the process of imposing fines starting
June next year on those who smoke in
the heritage area.

Meanwhile, chief executive officer of
Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital, Tham
Wei Wei, said that last year alone 10,000
deaths were caused by smoking as re-
vealed by University of Malaya Nicotine
Addiction Research Center.

L

Local tourists with the campaign
pamphlets at Armenian Street.

“Lung cancer is not to be underesti-
mated because the disease can destroy
the lives of those we care about,” said
Tham, adding that the hospital has intro-
duced a smoking cessation programme.

With commitment to help advocate
and educate the public into a healthier
community, Mount Miriam offered five
candidates a three month intensive pro-
gramme where individuals are counselled
and pharmacotherapy given free.

After the event, Dr. Afif and the Mount
Miriam Cancer Hospital committee
members presented the PENBAR cam-
paign umbrella to selected trishaw riders
and then took a ride around the area to
distribute the campaign pamphlets to the
public.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

buletini
lyiusiara

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com

BERTA BERTA

YB Shorlful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4620 Asrol Scml Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com

PINANG TUNGGAL . PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra78@yahoo.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zopoggg/@ph% 019-507 3828

zahadi55@yahoo.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR . TELOK AIR TAWAR

YB Datuk Jahara Hamid m 04 -351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-433 7119

jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie/ 1 19@yahoo.com.my

SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmj Samsudin 012-594 1515

datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com

BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS

YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini

PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG

YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismail 019-570 9500
EF% 04 - 866 4202 fuahismail@yahoo.com

TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob { %04 866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849

F) 04 - 866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04 - 5941163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee ) 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

N1
N2
N3
N4

N5
Né

N7
N8

N9

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

Penaga
Bertam
};inangl
ungga
Permatang
Berqngan
Sungai Dua
Telok Air
Tawar
Sungai Puyu
Bagan
Jermal
Bagan
Dalam

N10 Seberang

Jaya

N11 Permatang

Pasir

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ {T; 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

N12 Penanti
N13 Berapit

N14 Machang
Bubuk

N15 Padang
Lalang

N1é Perai

N17 Bukit
Tengah

N18 Buk% Tambun:
:017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim

N19 Jawi

N20 Sungai
Bakap

N21 Sungai
Acheh

N22 Tanjong

013 - 518 8735

:019 - 552 8689
: 010 - 929 6603
: 012 - 465 0021

:011-1060 8823 - Shukri
1019 - 593 3736
1017 - 424 9371

:019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza

- Fatimah
- Tasrin

: 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
:013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali
: 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
: 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Keong
:016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander
:019 - 412 8442 - Kamal
013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871

: 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim

017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee

:012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin

012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan

:017 - 552 8928 - Chan

014 - 945 9786
04 - 399 6689

- Lai
- Selvi
- Lim Tuan Chun

016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor

012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor

- Norjuliana
- Hasbullah
- Ariff Baseri

012 - 542 4454

- Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N34 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
g
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

:019 - 498 1096

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Ben

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N24 Padang Kota :

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

012 - 431 7015

Keat

:012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin

:017 - 480 7417 - Varinder

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee

016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Amirulzaman
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

:016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan

: 012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
: 017-413 5695 - Johan Abu
Bakar
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Lim (fifth from left), Khoo (left) and Jones (fourth from left)
with key players in the tourism industries at one of the
booths.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

NO other state can arguably come close to Penang in terms
of the variety of cuisine and gastronomic fare.

From the famous Nasi Kandar, Char Koay Teow, Penang
Laksa, Teochew Cendol and more, Penang offers the best in
Malaysia and maybe the world.

Hence, it is without doubt that the first ever Food & Hotel
Penang (FHP) event was held here.

Held on Nov 6, 30 countries participated in the exhibition.

“The tourism industry in Penang has long been the lynchpin
of its economy. We have seen an increase in monthly visitors
to Penang from about 131,000 in 2007 to 198,000 in 2012 and
about 201,000 a month in the first quarter of 2013. In 2014,
Penang received about 5.5 million visitors,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, who officiated the launch, said in his speech.

“Therefore, FHP has certainly chosen the right moment to
showcase the food and hotel industry here in Penang. Although
Penang is famous as a culinary tourism destination, it is now
also an ideal MICE (meetings, incentives, conventions and
exhibitions) destination,” he added.

Lim also pointed out the upcoming MICE centres in Penang
such as The SPICE(Subterranean Penang International Con-
vention & Exhibition Centre) - a new world class integrated
MICE centre which is conceived to enhance Penang’s com-
petitiveness in a thriving market segment to become one of
the top one-stop MICE destinations in the Asia-Pacific region.

By incorporating underground architecture, SPICE will
become the first subterranean international MICE venue in
Malaysia and one of the elite few venues in this category
around this part of the world.

Following it is the construction of an iconic conference
centre at The Light, an upcoming coastal development in
Penang.

The conference centre at The Light will be designed and
managed by Suntec, which is regarded as one of the best MICE
developers and managers in the world.

Lim was accompanied by Alun Jones, general manager of
Malaysian Exhibition Services, and Khoo Boo Lim, chairman
of Malaysian Association of Hotels — Penang Chapter for a
tour of the exhibition hall in Straits Quay Convention Centre.
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BERTIE Tye, general manager
of Eden Handicap Service
Centre, approached exco mem-
ber for Sports, Women, Family
and Community Development
Chong Eng because he wanted
to raise funds to purchase five
units of specially fitted vehi-
cles to ferry the wheelchair-
bound.

Akin to the faith of a mus-
tard seed that can move moun-
tains, Tye managed to coordi-
nate and get the community to
raise RM1 million that was
needed.

“Christmas comes early.
Today, Eden has successfully
raised RM953,000 through
generous donors and the five
vehicles will be the present to
the OKU (disabled) commu-
nity. With these additional
vehicles, Eden can now ferry
those in wheelchairs to hospi-
tals and other treatment, free
of charge. However, they still

require another RM47,000 to
achieve the target of RM1 mil-
lion,” Chong Eng said in her
speech on board SuperStar
Libra on Nov 21.

“Bertie came to me all by
himself because he believed
God is with him. The state
government, through my port-
folio, decided to support the
cause because it is a worthy
and noble one. This is the first
time that we have raised RM1
million in a fundraising pro-
ject. Penang people are really
generous! In our midst, we also
have Hotayi Electronic Sdn.
Bhd., a Taiwanese company
which donated a vehicle that
cost RM150,000,” Chong Eng
said.

Several of Eden’s wheel-
chair-bound staff members
were taken on a tour of the
cruise ship SuperStar Libra by
Star Cruises and treated to a
sumptous lunch.

The cruise ship which is
disabled-friendly enabled
those in wheelchairs to move

|
e

community.

around the ship, enjoying the
facilities available on board.

Star Cruises sponsored three
sets of SuperStar Libra desti-
nation cruise packages as
lucky draw prizes for the
“Let’s Walk, Run & Zumba for
Charity 2014 held on Dec 7
at the Esplanade.

Alleged delay in housing approvals

Generous donors have come forward to make the RM1 million wish a reality for the disabled

e -

LIST OF MAJOR DONORS

Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau Pinang (two units, one
by Wanita Mutiara, another one matched by a philanthropist)
Hotayi Electronic Sdn Bhd

Lions Club of Georgetown Central

Rotary Club of Georgetown

Philanthropist from KL

Lions Club of Alor Star

IS Penang being singled out by the Urban Wellbeing,
Housing and Local Government Ministry with regards
to approvals for developers’ licences and advertising
permits (DLAPs)?

”The ministry appears to be delaying DLAPs in
Penang only, putting developers with projects in the
state in a spot as it had resulted in delays in marketing
their properties,” said Datuk Jerry Chan, the Real
Estate and Housing Developers’ Association (Rehda)
Penang chairman.

Chan said this to reporters on Nov 26 at a briefing
on the impact of Budget 2015 on the property industry.

Also present were Rehda honorary secretary Tan
Hun Beng and IJM Land Berhad senior general man-
ager (northern region) Datuk Toh Chin Leong.

Developers with projects in the state said there had
been an “unusual” delay since August in the approval
of DLAPs which were given by the Urban Wellbeing,
Housing and Local Government Ministry.

“This delay has affected more than 30 developers
who have not been able to market their projects. After
spending tens of millions of ringgit for the purchase
of land, bank loans and development charges prior to
the launch of the projects, the delay in DLAP approv-
als is adding to their cost,” he added.

“We do not know why there is a delay in approvals
which commonly takes about two weeks after the ap-
plication is submitted to the ministry.

“We noticed that this was being done to our devel-
opers with projects in this state only.

“Some of the developers are also active in other
states and they told us that only the DLAPs for Penang
projects were being delayed. Upon checking, we were
told that Penang was special,” he added.

The sale of units was dependent on the DLAP, Chan
said, adding that the developer would make an ap-
plication after all the necessary state approvals were
obtained.

He also highlighted a new requirement for develop-
ers to have safety compliance applications for resi-
dential buildings processed by the ministry.

“The move took effect in September, prior to which
such applications were approved by the state Fire and
Rescue Department,” he said.

Developers on the island were informed by the
Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) about the
new requirement.

This means that developers of residential building
projects with a height of more than 18 metres on the
island have now to wait for Putrajaya’s approval.

Chan lamented this would only complicate things if
the local council’s approval and conditions for project
later turned out to be different from that of the ministry’s.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, when
asked for his views on the delay of DLAPs for Penang
developers, expressed shock and hoped Penang has
not been singled out.

“Hope there is no double standard either. The Urban
Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government Minister
has to answer on this.

Chan says the delay has affectéd morethan 30 de-
velopers who can’t market their properties.

“I leave it to Rehda to sort out this matter,” he
added.

Earlier at the briefing, Chan said Rehda shares the
government’s vision and mission of providing ade-
quate, quality and affordable housing for the people.

One of the ways is reviewing residential property
plot ratio guidelines further to allow developers to
bring down the cost of building and thus provide more
affordable housing for the people of Penang.

“Rehda appeals to the federal and state govern-
ments, local authorities and government agencies to
understand the challenges faced by the industry in the
face of economic uncertainties alongside rising con-
struction and compliance costs, by not imposing new
contributions and charges,” Chan said.
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Tech-Dome project takes off

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Mark James

THE RM?23.2 million Tech-
Dome Project (TDP) is ex-
pected to begin after February
2015.

It will feature a Science Dis-
covery Centre and Planetarium
at the Komtar Geodesic Dome.

Penang Tech Centre director
Datuk Wong Siew Hai said a
2,372.31 sq metre area in the
dome, which is currently being
used as a multipurpose hall, will
be renovated to showcase robot-
ics, electronics and computing,
besides lighting technologies.

“This project was expected
to be completed by mid-2016,
with a total of RM19.5 million
being received or pledged by
the state government, corporate
sector and the public.

“We have yet to collect
RM2.2 million and another

RM1.5 million will be raised
through fund-raising efforts,”
he told a press conference in
Komtar on Dec 1.

The project is a private ini-
tiative with endorsement from
the state.

Wong added that the state’s
total funding for the project was
RMS5.15 mil through the Penang
Development Corporation
(PDC).

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said the Komtar
Dome would be leased to Tech-
Dome Penang for the project, at
a nominal rental charge for 15
years.

“The TDP will put all the
new science and technology
designs and creations in one
place to inspire and create
awareness for those with mini-
mal interest in science and

Be brave and own up,

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
said Permatang Pauh Umno
division chairman Datuk Mohd
Zaidi Mohd Said had uttered
derogatory remarks against the
Chinese on two occasions.

Playing a video of Zaidi’s
controversial speech on Nov 28
and the Umno general assembly
on Dec 2 at a media conference
in Komtar, Lim said the Umno
man made the remarks against
the Chinese twice without indi-
cating that he meant only “some
Chinese”.

Lim said this to show the
falsity of Zaidi’s statement that
he used the words “kadang-
kadang” (sometimes) and
“segelintir” (a few) in his
speech when saying that the
Chinese gained wealth and in-
fluence from illegal activities in
Penang.

“He said ‘kekuatan Cina
kadang-kadang dijana melalui
perniagaan haram’ (the strength
of the Chinese

is sometimes generated
through illegal businesses).

“That remark is directed at
all the Chinese. With ‘kadang-
kadang’, even if it’s 50% and
not 100% of the time, it still
carries the same meaning, and
has the same effect,” he said.

Lim added that Zaidi’s other
remark was that the Chinese in
Penang will fear the Malays if
enforcement action was taken
against them over illegal ac-
tivities.

“With that, he had said it
twice... it is clear that Zaidi
made those remarks. He should
not be a coward. Just admit it,
if you had said it. If you feel it
was wrong, then retract and
apologise.”

During the playback of the
clip, Zaidi was also heard utter-
ing the word “keling” in his
speech, a derogatory word re-
ferring to Indians.

Lim stressed that Zaidi
should not stir up racial senti-
ments for the sake of politics,
adding that he should also not
twist and turn, and try to deny
what he had said.

“Here you try to blame oth-
ers,” Lim said, referring to
Zaidi claiming that his speech
was misinterpreted by some
media.

It was reported in the local
media that Zaidi claimed his
speech was directed at raising
the issue of weaknesses in the
enforcement authorities under
both the federal and state gov-
ernments that did not take ac-

Z.aidi told

tion to eradicate illegal busi-
nesses like gambling, prostitu-
tion and entertainment outlets.

In response to this, Lim said
Zaidi had still made a serious
allegation, and if he has infor-
mation of the illegal activities,
he should have gone to the
police with the details.

“It is the police’s job to go
after the people involved in the
illegal activities, not the local
authorities, Lim added.

“Don’t tell me Zaidi as an
Umno leader does not even
know this. The police are under
the federal government.

“Zaidi wanted to attack me
with his allegation but instead,
he also attacked the police.”

Lim also asked what Barisan
Nasional component parties
MCA and Gerakan thought of
Zaidi’s explanation.

“We will also see what the
police will do now that police
reports have been lodged
against Zaidi,” he said.

Batu Uban assemblymember
Dr T. Jayabalan from PKR and
Lim’s political secretary and
Air Itam assemblymember
Wong Hon Wai on Dec lodged
police reports against Zaidi at
the northeast district police
headquarters.

maths.

“The Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment has
revealed Malaysia’s standard in
science and maths to be shock-
ingly poor and not only three
years behind South Korea,
Hong Kong, Singapore and
Taiwan but of poorer standards
than Thailand and Vietnam.

“The centre will also provide
a platform for people from all

in February

walks of life to develop their
technology skills and potential,
including regular programmes
for schools, colleges and fami-
lies,” he said.

He added that these pro-
grammes are specially designed
to cultivate the spirit of inquiry
and teach children and teenag-
ers the skills required to thrive
in a high-tech, knowledge-
based future.

JKJR, RapidPenang team
inspects bus facilities

THE disabled who use
public transportation are
not forgotten as shown
by the number of bus
ramps in use by Rapid-
Penang proves.

A recent demonstra-
tion was carried out dur-
ing an integrated inspec-
tion organised by the
Penang Road Safety De-
partment (JKJR) and it
showed the buses can tilt
and also lower their body
parallel to the road curb
to make it easier for those

on wheelchair to board. Tam showing the team how the

“All Rapid busses are ramp actually sits on the road curb.

equipped with ramps,”
explained RapidPenang chief
operating officer Major( R)
Mohd Shukri Abdul Rahman
on Nov 18.

He added while providing
the basic amenities to the pub-
lic, it is crucial to enhance
facilities that are disabled
friendly.

Meanwhile, national JKJR
director Datuk Dr Tam Weng
Wah was glad the first time
collaboration with Rapid Pen-
ang, Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) and Public

Works Department to monitor
the state of the bus stops, in-
frastructure and road curbs
went well.

“We want to evaluate and
examine the conditions before
submitting a report for further
action,” said Tam after the
inspection at the Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM) bus
station in Jalan Sungai Dua.

Also present at the inspec-
tion was Penang JKJR director
Muhammad Husni Bin Mah-
mud.



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

TANJUNG Bungah morning market is
one of the markets in Penang which
serves a clientele of not only locals but
also expatriates.

Catering to a more upmarket de-
mand, the place definitely has to exude
a certain charm as it represents Penang.

Tanjung Bungah and Batu Feringghi
are home to many retirees from Japan,
USA, UK and other countries under the
MM2H (Malaysia My Second Home)
programme.

In making Penang a better and nicer

A brighter, more cheerful and airy hawker complex at Tanjung Bungah market.

place to live, the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) has taken great
care to upgrade and improve the mar-
kets around Penang.

Tanjung Bungah wet market and the
adjoining hawkers complex recently
got a make-over.

On Nov 9, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng officiated the opening of the up-
graded hawker complex.

Walking into the building, the retro
décor of the 1970s disco scene with
colourful mosaic on the pillars and
walls will take you back in time.

Spacious, well ventilated and bright,
the upgrading of the market and hawk-

Lim greeting an expatriate having his breakfast at the upgraded hawker complex.

er complex cost RM1.8 million.

“This user friendly place which is
wheelchair accessible took only seven
months and 20 days to upgrade. This
proves that the rakyat’s money is used
for the rakyat. We hope the people will
use the facilities with care and help

MPPP to take care of the place and
avoid vandalism,” Lim said in his
speech.

“I place my trust in the 56 hawkers
here that they will make Penang proud
by catering to visitors, locals and tour-
ists,” he added.

Illegal hawkers thankful

PREVIOUSLY, Nasi Kandar 786 was a
pushcart nasi kandar seller trading by the
roadside for 10 years.

Now, the happy owner, Mohd. Igbal
Mohd. Hussain, 47, is doing brisk business
at the newly-opened Jalan Rajawali wet-
market.

“I am happy that I finally got a licensed
stall here in the hawker complex as it is
much more conducive and comfortable for
my customers too,” he said in between
serving his line of hungry customers.

Another grateful stall holder is Mohd.
Safiruden Md Ali who gets to carry out the
business of selling prawn and fish crackers
from Terengganu.

Delivered fresh from the east coast, it
is rare to get this variety of squid, anchovy,
prawn and fish crackers around Penang.

Hence, the Jalan Rajawali wet market
has provided market goers another alter-

native.

Jalan Rajawali wet market is the latest
to be built through a Corporate Social
Responsibility project by Ideal Properties
Bhd which develops the township in the
area.

“I understand that this is a new condi-
tion for developers imposed by Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP). There-
fore, this RM4.5 million project with
52,033 sq feet built-up area does not in-
volve the state or MPPP’s finance,” Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng said during his
speech at the market on Nov 1.

Lim also touted the market as the most
beautiful.

“This is the newest and most beautiful
market in Penang. It also provides the
previous unlicensed hawkers in the area
and by the roadsides a place to trade with
licences,” he added

Happy market goers at the official opening.



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamed

PARENTS and grandparents
from our generation probably
have held memorable celebra-
tions at The Ship from way back
in the 1970s.

The restaurant in the shape of
, you guessed it — a ship, needs
no introduction to them as they
savoured succulent steaks and
exclusive grilled lobsters as back
then, there were not many restau-
rants and cafes.

Though the restaurant scene
in Penang now is much more chic
and modern with a wide variety
of choices, The Ship
remains strong in this
competitive business.

A step into the res-
taurant evokes the
same good ole’ memo-
ries of the bygone dec-
ades.

Little has changed
in terms of decora-
tions. Even the menu
has not changed much,
preferring to stick to
the traditional popular

choices like steaks and seafood.

So how does The Ship survive
in this ever fickle food and bever-
age business where patrons head
to places where they can find the
most unique cutesy background
for photos they can share on
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter?

The Ship believes in serving
good food with a welcoming
ambience.

Prices remain reasonable and
service attentive.

Buletin Mutiara decided to
entice the younger generation to
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Escargot Bourguinonne, an exotic French dish of snails.

Come on board
for great steaks

dine at a place where their par-
ents probably had their first dates
or anniversaries or any other
celebration a long time ago.

How about going down mem-
ory lane with your parents or just
venture into The Ship this Christ-
mas for old time’s sake?

The Ship at Sri Bahari Road
invited Buletin Mutiara writer
Nazleen Najeeb and photogra-
pher Ahmad Adil Muhamed to
catch a sneak peek of their
Christmas offerings.

At RM72.90, you will be

The desserts to end your wonderful feast.

-

treated to Escargot Bourguinonne
as appetiser followed by a creamy
pumpkin soup.

For the main meal, The Ship
will whip up the steaks they are
famous for - Grilled Australian
Sirloin Steak, done to perfection.

For non-meat eaters, they are
serving Turkey Ham Steak,
Grilled Chicken Fillet or Steam
Fish Fillet for lunch which costs
only RM32.90 and is inclusive
of dessert.

There are live lobsters if you
feel a little bit extravagant and
The Ship has been consistent in
preparing Lobster Thermidor
with the right touch of cream and
brandy sauce.

Plenty of mocktails (non-alco-
holic cocktails) are available like
Snow White, Spring Fever and
fruit juices too.

Operating daily from 11.45am
till midnight, The Ship sailed first
in Jalan Sultan Ismail, Kuala
Lumpur, before berthing in the
heart of Penang for the past three

The Ship service staff members have been around as long as the restau-
rant, always offering good service in their navy-themed uniform.
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The caramelised sirloin steak,
a meal not to forget.

The dining place is just perfect to create memories.

decades - making it the first steak
outlet in the state.

The restaurant’s director of
operations, Nicky Sivananthan,
said: “Despite having another
outlet in Batu Feringghi, the
outlet here manages to have a
seven-day crowd due to its loca-
tion and in-house promotions.
We can cater up to 200 persons
so we have a good crowd from
corporations which enjoy the
‘good old times’ feel.

“We keep our prices low and

with lunch promotion atRM16.90,
it is a hit with officer workers as
we offer hearty good food at rea-
sonable price,” Nicky said.

It’s a must-go restaurant if
you’re in town.

After some great food, our
team delighted themselves with
banana split and the December
month promo, Swiss roll with ice
cream.

The Ship is at 42-46 Sri Ba-
hari Road. Call 04-2639532 for
reservations.



Cemetery worthy of protection

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

A CEMETERY like the
Northam Road Protestant
Cemetery holds the past of
our state.

Walking into the ceme-
tery lined with frangipani
trees, one is transported
back to the colonial past.

White frangipani flowers
scattered on the tombstones
inscribed with not only
names but a glorious past.

The tombs of some of
the names familiar to Pen-
angites are there - Sir Fran-
cis Light, founder of Pen-
ang; Mrs. Gottlieb whose
husband’s name is used on
a road; Mr. Brown of the
estates in Sungai Ara and
Brown Garden has a tomb
as well.

Then, there are elabo-
rate tombs where babies
and children who died in
the 1800s were buried.

Each tomb holds a story.

Recognising the signifi-
cance of this site, the
George Town World Herit-
age Inc. (GTWHI) said the
Northam Road cemetery is
worthy of protection, con-
servation and interpreta-
tion in order to safeguard
the Outstanding Universal

cemetery.

Value of the overall Un-
esco World Heritage Site.

Exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow paid
a visit to the cemetery on
Nov 6 with GTWHI.
“There are over 500 tombs
here and it is so rich in his-
tory. These are the testimo-
nies of the rich heritage of
Penang. They reflect the
past of the people who
built the city, how they
contributed to Penang and
how the city has evolved
through the centuries,”
Chow said.

Conservation expert Dr.
Stephen Chia, associate
professor and deputy direc-
tor of Centre for Global
Archaeological Research,
USM, Penang, has been
engaged to properly docu-
ment the site and note the
damage and carry out in
phases the repair and main-
tenance of the cemetery.

“During World War II,
part of this cemetery was
bombed by the Japanese
army. This is a Category |
site under the Unesco her-
itage zone and hence, only
minimal intervention will
be carried out so as not to
disturb the original site,”

ey

Gardeners taking a break during the hot afternoon after trimming the grass at the

Chia said.

Minor works will be
implemented including
repair of pedestrian walk-
ways, supply of benches,
installation of lighting,
installation of a new sign-
board and others.

Work will be completed
by Dec 10 at a cost of about
RM230,000 which will be
funded by the Penang Is-
land Municipal Council
(MPPP), Think City Sdn
Bhd and GTWHI.
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Chow looking at the tomb of Francis Light who died on Oct 21, 1794 while Dr. Chia looks
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Milestone of excellence

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FUJI Xerox Asia Pacific
Pte Ltd (Malaysia Opera-
tions) has capped a new
milestone of excellence
with the opening of a new
branch operations centre
in Bayan Lepas recently.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng officiated the
launch with Fuji Xerox’s
employees and business
partners.

For nearly five decades
in Malaysia, Fuji Xerox
has been the prominent
leader in providing state-
of-the-art technologies
and document manage-
ment solutions that meet
the requirement of all of-
fice environments across
the industries.

The opening of the
Penang branch opera-
tions with its strategic
location in the central
economic hub of Penang,
will better serve their
customers and improve
work productivity.

Following the steps of
the company’s headquar-
ters in Kuala Lumpur, this
new branch office will
also adhere to the com-
pany’s “Genko Itchi”
principle — the concept of
unity of word and deed by
creating a green office
that enables paperless
environment with opti-
mum use of technologies
and devices as well as
effective document man-
agement in the entire
business work flow.

“By having our branch
operations located in the
centre of the business
hub in this state, we hope
to provide more efficient
services and support to
our existing and potential
clients based in Penang
Free Trade Zone, Batu
Maung and Batu Kawan.

“We could showcase
our green office concept
to our customer in our
showroom and assist them
to create a greener office

environment by reducing
carbon footprint, energy
consumption and paper
usage by adopting the ap-
propriate document man-
agement solutions with-
out compromising on
work productivity and
efficiency,” said president
of Fuji Xerox Malaysia,
Yoshio Hanada, in his
speech.

The new branch is ex-
pected to expand its busi-
ness coverage especially
in the manufacturing and
healthcare sectors in Pen-
ang by generating RMS
billion in sales revenue
by end of fiscal year
2014.

Meanwhile, Lim said
the opening of the new
branch in Bayan Lepas is
an indication of Malay-
sia’s and Fuji’s steady
growth.

“Now, Fuji Xerox is
poised to serve a greater
number of Malaysian
businesses based here in
Penang, particularly
those in the Penang Free
Trade Zone, Batu Maung
and Batu Kawan. I have
no doubt that businesses
in these areas stand to
benefit from Fuji Xerox’s
second-to-none service.

“Here in Penang, we
are particularly concerned
about the preservation,
conservation and sustain-
ability of our cultural and
natural heritage. As such,
I am duly impressed by
Fuji Xerox’s corporate
stance in generating posi-
tive environmental and
social impacts to create a
sustainable living envi-
ronment for future gen-
erations,” he added.

Lim said Fuji Xerox’s
growth in Penang, is a
reflection of the state’s
own growth.

“Through these paral-
lels, one thing is evident
to me — with a good work
ethics, integrity and sup-
port from the community;
we are able to achieve
great things,” he added.
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Lim (third from left) with Yoshio (fourth from left) being briefed on the state-of-the-art printer available at the Fuji
Xerox new branch centre in Bayan Lepas.

Multinational company aims to produce more patents

ALTERA Corporation (M) Bhd
managing director and vice-presi-
dent Asia Pacific region Datuk Dr
Mohd Sofi Osman said more than
160 patents have been issued to date
by the US Patent and Trademark :
Office, with 33 patents issued this
year alone.

He added that Altera aims to in-
crease its number of patents by 50%
up to 50 next year.

“As a fabless facility, we are
tremendously proud to be able to
leverage and contribute towards the

development of Penang’s grow-
ing pool of skilled electrical and
electronic talents.

“These skilled manpower enable
us to produce more patents,” he said
when speaking at Altera’s Innovation Day in
Bayan Lepas Technoplex in conjunction with the
company’s 20th anniversary on Nov 20.

Eleven exhibitors set up booths outside the Al-
tera Penang auditorium during the event.

Also present were vice-president, technology
office — Altera (San Jose) Richard CIiff, vice-
president of research and development — Altera
Penang S K. Fong, packaging technology manager
and Altera Technical Symposium 2014 chairperson
Dr Hin Tze Yang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng officiated the
function.

Meanwhile, Lim said in business, in life and in
government, challenges are ever present and always
tough.

“But we can, and we must, innovate new and
better ways of doing things to overcome these chal-

i ot . ey
. . - " | £ . .
Some members of the public at the Altera Innovation Day.

lenges for the benefit of the people around us, not
just ourselves,” he said in his speech.

Innovation is the buzz word these days and in
almost every industry.

“Even for Penang, innovation is important to
ensure we do not rest on the laurels of our achieve-
ments so that we can contribute to share the state’s
prosperity with its residents. Certainly for Altera,
innovation would be the DNA of its business.

“Altera is on the right path to create a win-win
situation for everyone and that is what the Penang
state government supports.

“Remember the ‘three wins’ — business must
make money, the government must generate rev-
enue and the people must benefit. The more pros-
perous we are as a state, the better the ecosystem,
and the more prosperity we can share with the
people,” he added.
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Keysight marks entry in Penang

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

KEYSIGHT Technologies
marked the launch of its op-
erations in Penang on Nov 28
in a ceremony officiated by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
at the company’s premises in
Bayan Lepas.

Present at the event were
president of Keysight Tech-
nologies Malaysia and Singa-
pore, Datuk Gooi Soon Chai
and vice-president and general
manager of Order Fullfillment
and Supply Chain, Keysight
Technologies, Shidah Ahmad.

Keysight officially started
operations as a newly inde-
pendent company on Nov 3.

“We have our roots estab-
lished by Bill Hewlett and
David Packard in 1939. That
was the same seed that found-
ed Silicon Valley and drove the
many technology innovations
powering our world today,”
Gooi said in his speech at the
ceremony.

”The name ‘Keysight’ is
derived from two words —
‘key’ and ‘insight’, meaning
the power of seeing, of having
a vision and the ability to have
a deeper perception. Our name

connotes being able to see
what others cannot — having
the key insight to understand
and unlock the changing tech-
nology landscape.

“This is precisely what we
do — we unlock the technol-
ogy insights for the world. We
help researchers and engineers
solve their toughest electronic
design challenges to develop
the technologies that shape our
world today,” he added.

Gooi said this is especially
pertinent when you consider
the changing world we live in.

Meanwhile, Lim said it has
been a remarkable journey that
has led us to this day.

“Keysight started off as one
of the pioneering multina-
tional companies in Penang in
1972, known as the Eight
Samurais. Since then, it has
grown exponentially in
strength and size to spin-off
several of its businesses, giv-
ing us Avago, Agilent and now,
Keysight Technologies.

“Keysight is a global front
liner in leading-edge technol-
ogy and the people that drive
these innovations are the ex-
perts in their field. They could
have chosen anywhere in this
region to establish their opera-

tions, but the fact that Key-
sight has chosen Penang is a
testament to the state’s attrac-
tiveness as a top investment
hub.

“Penang is also governed by
the core principles of Compe-
tency, Accountability and
Transparency (CAT) that have
resulted in strong yearly finan-
cial performances and a stable
social environment driven by
democratic empowerment.

“Indeed Penang has the 3 Ts

Bank’s new-look premier centre

THE Overseas Chinese Bank-
ing Corporation Bank (Malay-
sia) Berhad’s branch in Lebuh
Pantai will have lifestyle and
heritage preservation events as
permanent features at its 8,000
sq ft centre.

The centre will be used to
bring lifestyle events to the
bank’s customers alongside
several facilities and services
that were formerly unavailable.

“These include a comforta-
ble private customer discussion
area, ample parking with valet
services, live telecast video
conferencing facilities and
more dedicated safe deposit
boxes,” its chief executive of-
ficer Ong Eng Bin said during
the launch of the centre on Nov
15 by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng.

Also present were OCBC

Bank chairman Datuk Ooi Sang
Kuang, head of Consumer Fi-
nancial Services & Group
Wealth Management Lim Wy-
son and head of Branch Distri-
bution & Premier Banking
Anne Leh.

Ong said the heritage and
community-centred celebration
is in line with the bank’s effort
to upgrade its decades-old
building while retaining its
cherished heritage as one of the
landmarks along Lebuh Pantai..

In conjunction with the open-
ing of the Premier Banking
Centre, OCBC Bank donated
RM10,000 to the Penang Herit-
age Trust for the development
of a mobile app to further pro-
mote Penang heritage tours.

Meanwhile, Lim said OCBC
Bank’s Premier Banking Centre
experienced growth rates of

almost 40% in assets under
management over the 12-month
period ending June 2014 in ad-
dition to a 20% growth in the
investment business.

The premier banking cus-
tomer base increased by 20%
during the same period.

“Penang’s focus on conver-
gence of the manufacturing,
services and public sector
would determine whether we
can transfer Penang into a high-
income economy and escape the
middle-income trap.

“Penang has launched the
US$1 billion BPO Hub in
Bayan Baru and also signed a
RM11.3 billion joint venture
agreement with Temasek Hold-
ings of Singapore to realise the
expectations of Penang as one
of the 31 future global hubs,”
he added.

Official Laur
Keysight Technc
by Y.A.B. Tuan Lim Guan

Lim (left) and Gooi during the official launch of Keysight Technologies in Penang.

necessary to establish a crea-
tive cluster. Talent availability,
Technology to push forward
and Tolerance of new ideas
that encourages innovation,”
he added.

“The state has had a long
history with the manufacturing
sector. Invariably, this deep
involvement has enabled us to
foster our own local supply
chain and production network.

“Here, the collaboration
between between global com-

Lim congratulated OCBC
Bank and welcomed the setting
up of a renminbi clearing bank
agreed between Malaysia and
China

“With the setting up of a

OCBC'’s friendly staff greeting guests at the opening.
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panies such as Keysight Tech-
nologies and the state govern-
ment has been crucial. Key-
sight’s knowledge, skills and
technology sharing as well as
specially-crafted entrepreneur-
ship development programmes
has helped pave the way for
the establishment of a globally
competitive local ecosystem.
This in turns makes Penang an
ideal location for other inves-
tors looking to set up their
business here,” Lim said.

branch of the Bank Of China,
we hope that the renminbi clear-
ing bank will help to further
expand our financial services
and integrate with the Chinese
economy,” Lim said.
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