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Fest kick
Circus

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Alissala Thian

CIRCUS Circus was the opening show
of George Town Festival (GTF) 2014
and was more than enough to whet
everyone’s appetite for this month-long
festival of culture and the arts.

There were no clowns nor elephants
on bikes, but Circus Circus left the
audience, mind-blown and in awe, with
a completely modern twist to a perfor-
mance which embodied art, culture,
dance, music, drama and theatrics all
into one serving of taste and class.

Collaborative performances of the
four different acrobat and dance troupes
had everyone at Dewan Sri Pinang
glued to their seats, with their mouths
left open and their eyes, tired from try-
ing to not blink so much.

The four troupes were Wrecking
Crew Orchestra (Japan), Race Horse
Company (Finland), Bunditpatanasilpa
Institute (Thailand) and Shanghai Star-
light Acrobatic Troupe (China).

Kicking off the night was Wrecking
Crew Orchestra. All the lights in the
hall were killed and out from the black
of night, the dancers appeared on stage
as their glow light suits were turned on,
moving to the sound of a remixed ver-
sion of Kanye’s ‘Stronger’.

It was a dance performance of a dif-
ferent nature which gave off a futuristic
and robotic feel, going to the beat of
some good ol dubstep as the dancers
were only outlined by the neon colored
fluorescent ribbons on their suits.

Then came Race Horse Company, a
five-man team who bounced on big red
balls, which was truly not an easy task.

Performing hand stands to full 180
whole body turns and frontward to
backward flips while bouncing on and
off big red balls showed full body mus-
cle control, athleticism and coordina-
tion.

Next was a soulful shadow play by
the Bunditpatanasilpa Institute, where
the lead male dancer opened up with a
couple dance with his own shadow. The
feel of the music and the strong, con-
trolled environment the dance created
had the whole hall mesmerized by this
rich aspect of Thai culture.

The dance was later joined by the rest
of the troupe whose water-like move-
ments formed shadows of various sites
in George Town. Their silhouettes cre-
ated a church, a mosque, a Hindu Tem-
ple, a Buddhist temple, the cable cars at
Penang Hill and even the Penang Bridge.

Lastly was the Shanghai Starlight Ac-
robatic Troupe who wowed the audience
with their physically impossible acro-
batic movements, bending their bodies
and the very laws of the human body.

Coming to town for its fifth year in
a row, GTF has attracted international
acclaim. So much so that The New York
Times wrote an article about it, naming
GTF as a “major Asian arts event”.

To view the NYT article, head on to
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/01/
arts/international/george-town-festival-
is-making-its-name-as-major-asian-
arts-event.html

’ http:www.facebook.com/buletinmutiara
http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

off with
Circus

Making his way to George Town for the kick off to GTF 2014 was Tourism Minister
Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz. Together with personal friend, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, the
two took part in the heritage walk, stopping for a few photos with some of the famous
street art pieces all over George Town.
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Penang

a tourism gem

Story by
Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by

Alissala Thian

THE George
Town Festival -
(GTF) marks its
fifth edition this
entire month of
August.

This year, the
new installation
piece “The
Chairs” spices up
the Secret Gar- [
dens of Earthly |
Delights project |
to regenerate
George Town’s
public spaces into
an exciting back-
yard.

Named as Fig-
ure #23 and #25,
Malaysian artist
Azman Ismail showed off his talent with twisted,
bold and modern steel pole benches.

“Penang will be a gem to Malaysian tourism just
like Bali is to Indonesia,” said Tourism and Culture
Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz
on Aug 2 at the launching ceremony of the two
chairs sponsored by Balai Seni Visual Negara.

“I am pleased with Penang’s success and there
are bigger plans yet to be revealed,” Nazri said.

He is glad Penang is making full use of every

Tourists posing for a photograph W|th a piece from ‘The Chairs’.

opportunity offered and promised the ministry will
work out the best for the state.

“Rest assured you will find Penang unique yet
with some familiarity that makes it a home to all
visitors throughout the world,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said proudly.

Also present at the launch were chairman of
National Art Gallery Datuk Mahadzir Lokman, GTF
director Joe Sidek and Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) president Datuk Patahiyah Ismail.

Rolling out
multibillion transport plan

PENANG has called for a request for proposal to appoint a
Project Delivery Partner (PDP) to execute the RM27 billion
Penang Transport Master Plan (PTMP). The open tender will
begin on Aug 15.

With the aim to benefit all 1.6 million people, it is a neces-
sity that Penang owns a public transport system that encom-
passes both the island and mainland.

“We intend to achieve a fully connected road network and
a sustainable both land and sea mode of public transport,” said
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng on July 25, adding that the
network will combine buses, trams, MRT and water taxis.

Lim explained at the press conference in his office that the
future PDP will be responsible for the delivery and smooth-
run of the implementation.

They shall fulfill all requirements of the federal govern-
ment, existing laws and relevant authorities for the transport
project.

Those who wish to tender are allowed to enter into a joint
venture with foreign or local companies with paid up capital
or lead company shareholders fund of not less than RM500
million.

Tenderers are subject to have track record of two large
scale projects worth RM500 million in the last five years or
at least a highway or public transport project in the last 10
years.

The state will consider land swap with development po-
tential as a fund mode proposed by tenderers.

Meanwhile, Lim said Thailand is one of the interested
parties.

The Bangkok MRT owner had recently visited Penang and
suggested a similar MRT to be built here.

The estimated strategy cost involved RM16.4 billion on
highway infrastructure, RM9.7 billion on public transport and
RMO900 million on institutional.

The plan shall be implemented phase by phase from 2014
till 2030.

Also present at the press conference were Penang Transport
Master Plan (PTMP) chief coordinator Lim Thean Heng and
deputy director of Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP)
Engineering Department A Rajendran.

For details, call 04-6505410/04-6505681 or email
limtheanheng@gmail.com

Culprits to face the music

THANKS to the Penang Island Municipal Council’s (MPPP)
quick action and positive response from the landowner at the
fringes of Bukit Hijau, the illegal dumpsite is being cleared.

A lorry and excavator were seen clearing out the debris when
Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh and Seri Delima assembly-
member RSN Rayer checked on the site on July 22.

It will take up to about six weeks to completely clear the land.

“The culprits who carried out illegal dumping activities will
not go scot free. Stern action will be taken against them as a
deterrent,” Ramkarpal warned.

MPPP has identified the land as belonging to Yeap Chor Ee
Estate and also the parties involved in the illegal dumping.

While the landowner had cleared the land on their own expense,
the one who dumped the rubbish will be taken to court.

Rayer once again reminded residents in the area to contact his
service centre if they notice any illegal activities taking place in
his constituency.

He can be contacted via email at rsnrayer@gmail.com, or (tel)
04-6595611 or (fax) 04-6596611
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ing at the work carrled out by the landowner to clear the area.

Ramkarpal (left) and Rayer loo
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No mean feat for a Punjabi school

KHALSA Dharmik School
(KDS) has produced many tow-
ering Malaysians. Though the
Punjabis are relatively small in
numbers in Malaysia, their ser-
vice and contribution to the
country is immeasurable.

Today, they continue to serve
the country.

“The success of the present
Penang State Government is due
to,1n no small measure, to the fear-
less efforts of the Tiger of Jelutong,
the late Karpal Singh,” Datuk
Mahinder Singh Dulku, chairman
of the Wadda Gudwara Manage-
ment Committee and the Building
Committee of the KDS, said in his
speech at the opening of the new
majestic building of the KDS on
Jalan Gudwara on Aug 3.

“Karpal Singh grew up around
the vicinity of the Gudwara and
was a star pupil of the KDS. He
was able to read and recite the
Granth Sahib Ji like a priest. This
is no mean feat!” he said.

The new building costing about
RM3.8 million will now enable
young Sikhs to be proficient in
their mother tongue.

With the help from the Penang
state government, the dream has
become a reality.

— =1 :
Punjabi school children waving the Penang flag while they sing

the Negaraku and Penang’s anthem Lagu Negeri Kita.

The state government has the
interest of all the people of Penang
at heart, without regard to race,
colour, religion or creed.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
who was invited to officiate the
opening of the KDS said: “The
Penang state government heard of
the school’s plight, and unlike the
previous administration which did
not contribute any financial aid to
the school, the Penang state gov-
ernment, since 2010, started to
provide financial aid, not only to
this Punjabi school but also to the
other two Punjabi schools in the
state, namely in Bayan Baru and
in Butterworth.”

The contribution by the state

government was RM40,000 to
Penang (RM25,000 to Khalsa
Dharmik School at the Wadda
Gurdwara and RM15 000 for the
branch in Bayan Baru) and a fur-
ther RM25,000 to the school in
Butterworth.

This contribution has been paid
on a yearly basis until 2014 and
will continue under this adminis-
tration.

Lim continued: ““As the popula-
tion of the school expanded,
whereby I understand that as of
now there are 78 students in the
Khalsa Dharmik School here and
a further 38 at the Bayan Baru
branch, the school had to be ex-
panded whereby this new building

was constructed.”

He remembered that on Vasakhi
day in 2012, he had announced an
initial donation of RM50,000 to-
wards the new building fund.

That event was attended by
the late Karpal, then the MP for
Gelugor.

“I remember him speaking
fondly of his memories of growing
up in this vicinity and patronising
this Gurdwara and his vision of
seeing a new building constructed.
In view of that, the Penang state
government will further contribute
a sum of RM 180,000 towards the
new building fund!”

After the official opening, Lim
and the late Karpal’s sons, Jagdeep
and Ramkarpal Singh, a grandson
and Karpal’s wife, Gurmit Kaur,
also witnessed the opening of the
Karpal Singh Memorial Hall on
the second floor of the building.

Wadda Gudwara Penang Presi-
dent Balvinder Singh recalled
fondly how Karpal’s father and
brother contributed and served the
Gudwara in the early days.

“Karpal is known for fighting
for the defenceless. His dream was
to see that this KDS is equipped
with a library and computer room.
Today, that dream is a reality.”

Looking for answers in custodial deaths

Story by Danny Ooi
Pixs by Mark James

THE recently-formed Penang
government task force is raring to
push forward for answers from
Attorney-General Tan Sri Abdul
Gani Patail on the alarming cases
of 11 custodial deaths nationwide
this year, including six in Penang.

“It is baffling that no concrete
steps were taken to find out why
there were so many custodial
deaths in the country. There is a
provision in the law (Criminal
Procedure Code 593) to call for
an inquiry. But what is the attor-
ney-general doing? Why is there
no inquiry?” Deputy Chief Min-
ister IT Prof Dr P. Ramasamy told
a media conference in Komtar
recently.

“One of the responsibilities of
the task force is to engage lawyers
on behalf of the affected families
of those who died in police cus-
tody. They are from the working
class and did not have the means

to pursue the truth.”

Present were the other task
force members - state exco for
Town & Country Planning and
Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo and
exco for Agriculture & Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Dr Afif Ba-
hardin.

Also present were representa-
tives from human rights groups
such as Amnesty International
Malaysia, Bar Council Legal Aid
Centre Penang, Suara Rakyat
Malaysia (Suaram) and Aliran.

Ramasamy, who heads the task
force, also outlined the five steps
to be taken to look for the reasons
behind the custodial deaths.

These are the need to clarify if
any standard operating procedure
was followed for police detainees;
forming family support groups;
need to engage with relevant po-
lice authorities at state level, in-
cluding the State police chief and
this officers; engaging with the
State Health Department to gener-

=

Ramasamy (fourth from left), Dr Afif (third from left), Jagdeep (fifth

T —

from left) and representatives from human rights groups after the

press conference.

ate a dialogue with hospitals, and
public education for people to
understand their rights when un-
der police custody and procedures
to be followed by the hospitals.

He said the state government
had also written to the Attorney-
General’s office early last month
to enquire about the custodial
deaths, but so far there was no
reply.

“We will meet the attorney-
general and Health Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr S. Subramaniam to
discuss the cases, he said.

The six who died in police

custody in Penang this year are N.
Punniyanathan, 40, on Feb 10
while being detained at the Nibo-
ng Tebal police lock-up; N. Ra-
masamy, 50, on March 1 at the
Bayan Baru centralised police
lock-up; Kamarulnizam Ismail,
39, on March 8 at the Bandar
Perda police lock-up; M. Muru-
gan, 37,0on April 13 at the Bandar
Perda police lock-up; Rahmat Md
Noor, 56, on April 27 at the
Bayan Baru centralised police
lock-up and S. Agin Raj, 29, on
June 7 at the Bandar Perda police
lock-up.

Boria - a
parody of
urban life

LITTLE is known about the
history of boria but with
George Town Festival 2014
(GTF), the interesting and
colourful past of boria will be
known to all.

Surely very few people
know that boria originated
from ancient Persia.

By the mid-19th century,
boria was the highlight during
asyurah or the 10th day of
Muharram.

‘While Penangites are famil-
iar with the colourful costumes,
catchy tunes and jovial perfor-
mances, boria is actually a
parody of urban life in Penang.

“During the British coloni-
sation, locals used it to express
anti-colonial sentiments,” Da-
tuk Prof. Dr. Wazir Jahan Ka-
rim, curator of Kelompok
Produksi, said.

She is heading the produc-
tion of “Boria Fest & Boria: A
Passage Through Time”” which
is one of the many interesting
programmes in GFT 2014.

“We would like to see a
younger generation of Malay-
sians of all ethnic groups take
to the boria as a fun parody
theatre which can bring out
laughter and togetherness,” she
added.

The state government
through George Town World
Heritage Inc (GTWHI) has
also received a proposal to
conserve a plot of land behind
Jalan Masjid/Jalan Chulia
which was once the spot where
boria was performed.

The building called Hasha-
rah Khana was believed to
have been built in 1832 or
earlier.

Over the years, there were
several attempts to ban boria
due to its opposing nature and
accusation of it being a dis-
traction for youth from their
studies.

See how boria has with-
stood the tests and today, in
modern day Penang at GTF
2014, Penangites, tourists and
visitors will get a to relive that
historical performance for only
one night on Aug 9 at the Town
Hall.



Thousands at
St Anne’s Feast
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Father Henry Rajoo, parish priest of the Bukit Mertajam St Anne church, preparing for the festival’s mass.

FOR 10 days from July 25, hundreds of thousands of
Catholics from Malaysia and neighbouring countries
made their way to the small quiet town of Bukit Mer-
tajam on a pilgrimage to honour St. Anne.

Catholics of all walks of life make this journey
every year in increasing numbers, averaging 100,000
visitors, to honour the mother of the Virgin Mary and
grandmother of Jesus Christ with the belief that St
Anne would intercede in their prayers.

Bishop Sebastian Francis celebrated St Anne’s
Feast Mass, marking the height of the celebrations
with over 30,000 devotees drowning the church
ground in candlelight and hopes for a better future for
all.

“This year‘s theme that we should all ponder on is
the theme of dialogue. We are all made in His image,
therefore we must respect all religions, come to-
gether as one and respect one another,” he said during
his sermon to the crowd.

“To have a dialogue with God, we must have dia-
logue with one another and respect everyone‘s free-
dom of choice, conscience and religion”.

This message reitarates the message of the incred-
ibly progressive Pope Francis who encourages inter-
faith dialogues, promoting peace negotiations and the
Christian obligation to help the less fortunate.

Australian tourist and pilgrim John Matthews said:
“In our news we always hear of war, tragedy and
violence but it is a beautiful thing to see that many
people still share hopes of peace. That’s why we are
all here today; to pray for a better tomorrow.”

Rajesh Kamal and his family have been coming to
St Anne’s for over 15 years and he says he will do so
every year until he is unable to.

“I am a father of six. I know many people say hav-
ing a big family can be a burden but I do not feel so.
Every year I pray for guidance with the faith that God
will provide for us and He does. We live simple but
happy and meaningful lives,” he said.

Also present to meet and mingle with the Catholic
devotees and even attend the mass was Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng, his wife Betty Chew, Bukit Mer-
tajam MP Steven Sim Chee Keong and Lee Khai
Loon, assemblymember for Machang Bubuk.

Giant star lights up Aidilfitri atmosphere

IT was a “starry” start to Aidilfitri at Kampung Melayu
when a giant “Aidilfitri” star lit up at the neighbor-
hood.

Air Itam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai offici-
ated the star light-up alongside Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh and the residents after the breaking
of fast on July 22.

Wong came up with the idea and sponsored the 25
feet tall star as a gift for the celebration.

A local resident identified as Pak Mamoo, his son
and some youngsters put in the effort of designing the
five-pointed piece.

They chose three main colours similar to the Pen-
ang flag - blue, white and yellow.

Meanwhile on the same day, Air Itam Malaysia
Hindu Sangam representatives visited Wong at his
service centre to express their appreciation for his
support of the Thirumurai Recital Vizha Event 2014.

Local residents standing proud in front of the giant
star.

The Hindu religious hymns event took place at STK
(T) River Road on July 19.

buletini
lyiusiara

AROUND TOWN

ANNIVERSARY DINNER

CALLING all students and teachers - past and present
- of the Methodist Girls’ School (MGS), Penang. The
MGS Ex-pupils Association is holding its 59th An-
niversary dinner on Aug 23 at Georgetown City
Hotel at 7pm. For details, call Julia at 016-5518632.

LAUNDRY SERVICE

NEED help with your laundry? Our speciality ser-
vices include dry cleaning suits, sweaters and gowns,
air-washing tudung and dresses and disinfecting your
baby’s toys. Our laundrette is managed by single
mothers and disabled. Come and support us at Kedai
OKU Dobi Pulau Pinang, Opposite Pacific Bakery,
Unit 2B-104, Phase 2, Ground Floor No 8, Konkos
Satu, Komtar, Penang. Tel : 014-7555955.

FREE EMAIL COUNSELLING

HELPA4u, an initiative of the Penang Education Coun-
cil, provides confidential, anonymous and free email
counselling for young people between 13-25 years
who need help on issues relating to their studies,
family, relationship and others. For details, log on to
www.help4u.my, www.help4u.org.my

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION SESSION
GET your website questions answered when you
attend Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions
every Tuesday at Complex USM. Book your session
at www.redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday or call
Krista (016 451 9193).

ENGLISH CLASS

BRITISH Council is now organising a part-time
English course for adults who want greater flexibil-
ity in learning English. For details, call 04-2630330
or email penang@britishcouncil.org.my

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga
classes every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the
Hindu Mahajana Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram, at 674,
Jalan Kebun Bunga. Call Raju at 016-4351211 for
details.

MBS REUNION

THE Form Five classes (A ,B,C) of 1964 of Method-
ist Boys School Penang are organising a 50th anni-
versary reunion dinners on Aug 15 (Northern Beach
Cafe), Aug 16 (MBS School) and Aug 17 (Everyday
Supreme Restaurant). Family and friends are wel-
come. For details, call Toh at 016-4911951 or Lau at
016-4227511.

GEORGE TOWN FESTIVAL

PENANG’S most anticipated cultural event, George
Town Festival, celebrates George Town’s 2008 in-
scription as a UNESCO World Heritage Site as well
as Penang’s strong passion for local arts and enter-
tainment. Fans can expect theatre, music, art, dance,
opera and film screenings throughout this month. For
more information, visit www.georgetownfestival.
com, or call George Town Festival secretariat at 04-
2616308.
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Tourism Minister backs
state on local cooks issue

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE state’s approach of allowing only
local cooks for its street hawker food
received support from a somewhat unex-
pected source recently.

While visiting the heritage sites of
George Town, Tourism and Culture Min-
ister Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul
Aziz said he could not agree more with
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng on this is-
sue.

“How to bang on the ‘branding’ if the
taste is not the same?” Nazri asked at a
press conference at Armenian Street on
Aug 2.

He supported the move fully as Pen-
ang’s famous food, like asam laksa, koay
teow basah and pasembur, must have the
local flavor in order to retain the stand-
ards.

The locals are supposed to be proud
that their foods are not only famous in
Malaysia but throughout the world, he
said.

“The youth should take interest to ensure
the heritage is protected,” added Nazri.

¢\ .
9,

Lim and Nazri seen here in the holding room right
before the start of Circus Circus, GTF 2014’s opening
show.

Meanwhile, Lim said in Penang, food actu-
ally unites people of different cultures and
backgrounds.

Winning against all odds

CHONG Wei Feng scored 8As in his
SPM examination and was supposed
to join other SPM top scorers to re-
ceive a special award and recognition
from the state government on June 21.

Unfortunately, he was warded in a
hospital and didn’t get to meet the
Chief Minister.

However, he was not forgotten.

The Chief Minister’s political sec-
retary, Wong Hon Wai, together with
press members brought the award to
his home.

Wheelchair-bound Wei Feng has
muscular dystrophy disease and is
currently studying at INTI College.

“My dream is to excel in the medi-
cal research field so that I can find
help for those afflicted with the same
disease,” Wei Feng told Wong.

Wong was touched by Wei Feng’s inde-
pendence.

Though wheelchair-bound, Wei Feng has
managed well in school with help from his
friends in Phor Tay school in Sungai Dua.

Now at INTI, his college mates too provide
him support.

“My hands are not very strong but I can

I
Wong (right) giving encouragement to Wei Feng while
his parents and siblings look on.

still write,” Wei Feng said.

“You can contribute to the science field
like Stephen Hawkins. Though you may be
weaker physically, you have greater vision
and ideas. Work hard and help those in need,”
Wong told him.

Wei Feng is one of the 10 special needs
SPM students who did well in the exam.
Altogether, Penang gave awards to 327 stu-
dents who achieved excellent results.

No nude beaches
in Penang, says Lim

A VIDEO purportedly show-
ing a “nude sports games” on
a secluded part of Penang
island has recently started to
make its rounds and has set
tongues wagging.

The five-minute-26-sec-
ond video, which was up-
loaded on to Vimeo by a user
identified only as Albert,
portrayed 18 nudists holding
their annual “Malaysia Nude
Sports Games 2014”.

Questions are now being
posed on how such activities
are being allowed to take
place on Malaysian soil as it
is clear that laws have been
violated, besides going
against local culture and
sensitivities.

Following the video’s
description, the self-pro-
claimed naturists and nudists
had assembled at the Teluk
Bahang jetty where they then
made their way to a secluded
part of the island, believed to
be Teluk Kampi.

Albert claimed that the
park ranger granted clear-
ance for the event.

The site comes under the
purview of the National
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (Perhilitan).

Albert also claimed that
the 18 of them in his group
were the only ones in the
vicinity.

The event kicked off with
participants painting each
other’s bodies after stripping
down before taking part in a
2km walk, skinny dipping
and a Gangnam style dance
with one woman riding a
man who was on all fours
like a horse.

The 2km stretch of beach
is about 4.5km from the en-
trance of the park and about
35 minutes by boat from the
Teluk Bahang jetty.

The event was believed to
be a one-day affair.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the state would not
allow nudist activities to
surface and called on the
relevant authorities to inves-
tigate the matter.

“If Penang does not allow

casinos to be opened, it will
certainly not allow any form
of nudist activities. No way
we will allow it,” Lim told a
media conference in Komtar
on Aug 5.

He added that the state
government was not aware
of the purported event.

Since the park comes un-
der the purview of the Fed-
eral Government, Lim said
that he would leave it to the
relevant authorities to take
action if the incident had
indeed taken place.

“We are awaiting feed-
back from the National Park
and Wildlife Department on
the issue,” Lim added.

During another media
conference on Aug 6, he said
an officer from the Penang
National Park had submitted
areport concerning the video
clip, following earlier com-
plaints lodged by the state
government to the park and
a police report by the Teluk
Bahang state constituency.

Meanwhile, according to
media reports Penang police
chief Senior Deputy Comm
Datuk Wira Abdul Rahim
Hanafi said they were look-
ing for the event organiser
and the participants, who
could be foreigners.

He said Penang Perkasa
had lodged a police report on
the incident.

Teluk Bahang PKR coor-
dinator Halil Sabri Hamid
and Teluk Bahang Village
Security and Development
Committee chairman Mohd
Zul Amin also lodged police
reports.

Lim said the video clip
incident at Teluk Kampit
was not the first case in the
country.

He mentioned the shoot-
ing of a naked scene in the
reality show “Survivor —
Robinson Ekspeditionen”

in an island off Mersing,
Johore and the “Naked and
Afraid — Pain Forest” shotin
Perak as two earlier cases.

“Why was there no great
publicity and outcry in the
media, then?” he asked.
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‘Dead’ phone booths

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

PUBLIC phone booths in deplorable condition
have received the attention and concern of Air
Itam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai and his
team. They took a month to audit most of the
public phone booths in the Air Itam constitu-
ency and found almost 40 phone booths in dire
straits.

“This audit is something that was never done
before. Even the Auditor-General has not car-
ried such an audit. I urge Telekom, which I
believe is the service provider, to remove those
booths that are no longer functioning and
which pose a danger to the public. Some have
sharp, rusting parts, some are mosquitoes
breeding grounds and some are in danger of
toppling over,” Wong said.

He provided a set of over 30 photos which
were taken at various locations around Air
Itam.

“Imagine one constituency already has
nearly 40 such booths. This means there must
be at least over a thousand such booths in such
deplorable condition in the whole of Penang
because we have 40 constituencies,” he added.

He took members of the press to Air Itam
for the press conference on Aug 6 to view some
of the booths.

“I am writing to Telekom and at the same
time, also ask the local council regarding their
monitoring mechanism for these damaged
public facilities,” Wong said.

Wong revealed that his next project is to
check on the CCTVs in public areas and see if
they are functioning as he has noticed many
of them appear to be no longer functioning.

Beware of housing scam

RECENTLY, a syndicate “guaranteeing”’applicants
of affordable housing a unit if they paid up RM 10,000
to RM30,000 has caught the attention of developers
and the state government.

The development company, Aspen Group, has
received multiple complaints from the public that they
have received phone calls from a syndicate demand-
ing a hefty amount of money to secure a unit at the
Tri Pinnacle housing project situated at Tanjung
Tokong.

Almost immediately after receiving these com-
plaints, Aspen lodged a police report on July 22 over
the matter.

State exco for Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Jagdeep Singh Deo has rubbished the notion that
shortcuts are available to supersede the selection
process overseen by Selection Process Enhancement
Committee (SPEC).

“SPEC is run by an eight-person panel and SPEC

Jagdeep showing to members of the media the police
report made and also the response from the police.

prepares the lists of eligible applicants for affordable
housing. There is no other way to secure these hous-
ing selections; definitely no third party has the author-
ity over this,” he said.

He also warned members of the public not to fall
for this scam and if they do come across these syndi-
cates, he appeals for them to come forward to see him
personally to assist the police in the investigations.

“We are doing this to help every Penangite to secure
a roof above their heads. We will not let illegal syn-
dicate operations undermine this effort,” he added.

As of July, 5,721 applicants have already been
approved for their low cost and low medium cost
housing with many more still being vetted through
for further public and public-private affordable hous-
ing projects.

On Aug 1, Jagdeep had repeated his reminder to
members of the public about the syndicate out to fool
people to pay a sum of RM10,000 to RM30,000 to

secure a housing unit.

“We do not want the public to be victims of un-
scrupulous agents. Selection of low-cost, low-medi-
um cost and affordable housing is done by the Hous-
ing Department. We give the qualified buyers list to
the developers and the developers will contact eligi-

¢« bleindividuals. Then only you need to pay,” Jagdeep

said.

He also thanked the police for their speedy action
in responding after a police report was made by one
of the developers when they were approached by
members of the public who had been scammed.

“We have over 50,000 registered names in our
Housing Department database who are eligible for
low-cost, low-medium cost and affordable homes in
all the five districts in Penang. Under extenuating
circumstances, we will give priority to the chronic
and critical cases such as low-cost homes for the
disabled, single-mothers, those affected by disaster
and other cases,” Jagdeep explained.
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Wong and his personal assistant Ng Cheng Foo checking one of
the telephone booths near Jalan Rambutan in Air ltam.

Top awards for Seberang Perai

THE Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
has been making headlines as of late.

From improving the city’s rubbish disposal sys-
tems and improving local government to citizen
communications Seberang Perai is very well on its
way to becoming a premier Malaysian city.

Adding yet another feather to this list, in July,
Seberang Perai was presented with the award for
“Best City” and the “Best City Manager” award
was in turn presented to MPSP president Maimunah
Mohd Sharif.

The awards were presented by the Europe Busi-
ness Assembly (EBA) based in London.

Some of the criteria for the ‘Best City’ and ‘Best
City Manager’ awards which Seberang Perai suc-
cessfully fulfilled are as follow:

*Having a city manager who shows vision and
has the capability to run the city, ensuring a com-
fortable living and working environment while
ensuring its tourist friendly aspects.

*Matters of political stability, good education
infrastructure, functioning public transportation
and recreational facilities were also taken into ac-
count when presenting this award to a particular
city.

One of the key benefits the award brings is being
in partnership with EBA itself, opening doors to
more possible investment ventures, not to mention,
international recognition.

Speaking at a press conference in Komtar on July
22, Maimunah said that the award goes out to all
the dedicated staff of MPSP and the recognition not
only goes to her work but the tireless efforts of
everyone else as well.

To go along with the awards, Seberang Perai and
MPSP were also presented with the certificates for
Best Cities (for dynamic growth of the city) and
Excellence (for top medical, travel and hospitality).
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Raya aid for our cops, soldiers

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

IN light of the recent Raya festivities,
the state government made monetary
contributions to the unsung protectors

of Penang.

Both the Malaysian Police Force
(PDRM) and Royal Malaysian Armed
Forces (ATM) received RM10,000
from the state, as a sign of appreciation
in keeping the peace in Penang.

The ceremony, officiated by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng took place at

Komtar on July 22.

Representing the army was Briga-
dier-General Mohd Zakaria Yadi, Com-
mander of the 6th Brigade, Sungai

Layar Camp, Sungai Petani, while state
deputy police chief DCP Datuk A,
Thaiveegan represented the cops.

Zakaria expressed his heartfelt
thanks to the state for recognising the
efforts of the armed forces.

He said that the actions taken by him
and his men normally go unnoticed and
it was a heartwarming experience to be
appreciated publicly like this.

Speaking on behalf of the Penang
police, Thaiveegan said that this year-
ly contribution was greatly appreciated
by him and the rest of his department.

“With this, I would like to wish both
the armed forces and police force of
Penang a very happy early Hari Raya,”
Lim said during his speech.

Upset over new housing

project in their vicinity
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Jagdeep (second from right) and Kanagavalli (right) listening to the

residents’ complaints.

SOME 100 residents of Pesi-
aran Lembah Permai in Tan-
jung Bungah met state exco for
Town & Country Planning and
Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo at
their residence recently to
voice their concern over an
upcoming housing project in
the area.

The residents from 60
households claimed that their
safety and convenience will be
compromised when the project
starts .

The new project comprises
one block of 33 storeys with
132 condominium units and
another block of 34 storeys of
138 condominium units and
one six-storey carpark block.

Kanagavalli Nadarajan,
speaking on behalf of the
group, said they are concerned

about the plan to turn the road
in front of their house into a
main road and the road pave-
ment being cut back by about
one metre.

“These new developments
will endanger our safety and
that of our families. It will also
cause massive congestion in
front of our houses,” Kanaga-
vali, a lawyer by profession,
added.

She said she had earlier
highlighted the problems to
Jagdeep at his office at Komtar
on June 12.

Meanwhile, Jagdeep said he
needed to check details of the
Traffic Impact Assessment
(TIP) report before comment-
ing further.

“I will give an update on the
situation soon,” he said.

Komtar.
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Thaiveegan expressing his appreciations during a press conference held in

SEA’s largest reality hunt coming up

MALAYSIA’S largest sponsor-
ship platform, YouthsToday.
com, is taking a giant leap in
organising Youth Jam 2014,
also known as “South East
Asia’s LARGEST Augmented
Reality Hunt” in conjunction
with Visit Malaysia Year 2014
supported by Tourism Malaysia,
and partnering with universities
of Philippines, Singapore and
Indonesia.

It is happening on Sept 14 at
Esplanade, from 8am. till 6pm.

Augmented Reality (AR) is
defined by the view of the en-
vironment being enhanced,
modified, or objects appearing with com-
puter-generated imagery.

This year, the theme of Youth Jam is to
combine the treasure hunting with AR,
making it the first in Southeast Asia!

YouthsToday.com is looking to give
participants the first experience of AR by
combining it into a treasure hunt, hiding
nine hidden “clues” across Penang that can
only be seen with an AR application Wal-
lipop.

“We want to expose youths to the latest
technological trends, and how the knowl-
edge can be equipped to their daily lives.
For example, AR can be used to bring
traditional print media to life by capturing
it with a smart phone, how can youths
today make this an innovation of tomor-
row,” Zhiee Chan, COO of YouthsToday.
com said during an interview.

In collaboration with Rapid Penang,
YouthsToday.com has also provided the
participants with DIGI’s “internet For All”
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Chong Eng (third from left) and YouthsToday.com hope
the beauty of Penang Island to be shared through “Aug-
mented Reality Hunt 2014”.
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packs and free ‘hop on, hop off’ across
Penang to reach different checkpoints as
an initiative to introduce the convenience
of public transportation.

Participants will also receive exclusive
Youth jam T-shirts and RM100 worth of
YouthsToday reward vouchers with total
prizes worth up to RM50,000 contributed
by Digi, Fujifilm, RedBox, Chatime,
Rapid Penang, KFC Events and Himalaya.

Youth Jam is expecting 1,000 teams with
two players in a team to participate in this
competition.

Till now, 200 teams have registered.

The registration fee for a team is RM 100
and open to Southeast Asian countries as
well.

Register at: www.youthstoday.com/
youthjam before Sept 1.

For more information regarding par-
ticipating, volunteering and sponsorship
do contact Adrian at adrian@youthstoday.
com or log on to www.youthstoday.com/
youthjam.
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More affordable
homes coming up

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

PENANG?’s quest for the provision of quality and
affordable housing will soon receive another boost
with the requests for proposal for the development of
4 .23 acres of land at the Sandiland Foreshore situated
at Jalan C.Y. Choy in George Town.

The Chief Minister Incorporated (CMI), the regis-
tered proprietor of the Sandiland Foreshore land, in
support of the state government’s effort to develop
more affordable homes, has appointed Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) to develop and manage
the development of the land.

“PDC, acting on behalf of CMI, is now requesting
for proposals from incorporated local companies to
undertake the design, build and complete the whole
development on the land in accordance with the
stated conditions of tender,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng told a press conference to announce the develop-
ment of PT 330 Sandiland Foreshore, Section 11E at
Komtar recently. Also present was state exco for Lo-
cal Government, Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow.

“The state government and PDC wish to reiterate
that the request for proposal (RFP) exercise is in line
with the state’s CAT policy to ensure accountability
and transparency, to achieve high quality products and
services even for affordable housing with competitive
pricing through the open tender system,” Lim said.

He added that the development of affordable housing
and commercial facilities at the Sandiland Foreshore,
which is a stone’s throw from the George Town World
Heritage Site, represents pockets of sustainable and
viable development by the state government and PDC.

“This will complement the nearby Komtar Tower
upgrading and revitalisation programme, the Penang
Heritage Centre project at Komtar Phase 5, and Busi-
ness Improvement Districts projects which are carried
out for the benefit of Penangites.”

He commented that the mixed development project
at Sandiland Foreshore is testimony of the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to the provision of housing to
the people, followed closely by the launching and
implementation of the SP Chelliah and the Batu
Kawan projects in addition to the affordable housing
scheme projects in Teluk Kumbar and Kampung Jawa.

The project when completed will have 482 medium-
cost apartments - 241 units with a minimum 1,000 sq
ft priced at RM400,000, 161 units at minimum 900
sq ft each at RM300,000 and 80 units at 800 sq ft each
at RM200,000.

There will also be 321 units of low medium-cost
flats of 700 sq ft each priced at a ceiling cost of
RM?72,500.

The development component will also have com-
mercial content with a built-up area of not more than
90, 014 sq ft.

The apartments and low medium-cost flats will be
provided with finishes and facilities such as closed-

Chow (left) and Lim (second from left) and other guests looking at the aerial view photo of the development

project of Sandiland Foreshore.

circuit television cameras as well as electronic access
cards at the entrance gate and inside the lifts.

Lim added that the reserve price for the land pre-
mium was RM125 per sq ft, saying that interested

parties could purchase the RFP documents for
RM1,000 during office hours at PDC starting from
July 22.

The deadline is Sept 3.

Taman Tun Sardon residents grateful

“I WANT to congratulate whoever painted
these flats. I am so happy! Previously it
was an eyesore,” gushed Mariah Ibrahim
who crossed the road to speak to Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh.

Ramkarpal was distributing kurma
(dates) to the passers-by, motorists, taxi
drivers and those who were at the pasar
Ramadan three days before Hari Raya.

Mariah, who was on her way to the
pasar Ramadan, shared with Ramkarpal
how she had stayed at Taman Tun Sardon
for 21 years and is happy to see improve-
ments done to the flats.

“I hope more upgrading works can be
carried out for our flats,” she added.

The new coat of fresh, apple-green paint
has certainly given the blocks of flats, said
to be one of the oldest on the island built
around 1969, a whole new look.

Repainting work costing RM1 million for the 26
blocks of flats started in May and several blocks now
look more cheerful while work is still on-going at
the other blocks.

During the launch of the repainting works in May,
Seri Delima assemblymember RSN Rayer had said
that the state government is a people-centric one and

A dellghted Mariah with Ramkarpal talking about the newly
painted flats at Taman Tun Sardon.

hence, works hard to make sure that the people’s
needs are looked into.

Ramkarpal also took time to listen to some of the
people’s grouses apart from their praise on the im-
provements done to Taman Tun Sardon.

Some of them brought to his attention the problems
of clogged drains, rubbish at the market and other
matters which were duly taken note of.



Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

COME Aug 6t0 9, atotal of 112
golfers from all nine Asean
countries will compete in the
Professional Golf Malaysia
(PGM) tournament to be held at
the Penang Golf Club.

This international tournament
will start on Aug 6. After two
days of competition, the top 50
professional golfers will be se-
lected to compete on Aug 8 and
9. Cash prizes of RM170,000
will be given out to all winners.

“The farewell lunch will be
held at Sakurajima Restaurant
at Penang Golf Club, where the
state government will contribute
RM10,000,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said at a media con-

ference at Komtar on Aug 5.

Also present was Penang

Golf Club general manager (Golf Operation, Sales
and Marketing) Y. Domoto.

to Penang. There is not only one but numerous reasons
to spend your holidays in this beautiful island which

“This event will bring many of the top men and has attracted tourists from all over the world.

women professional golfers from the Asean countries

“As part of Penang’s efforts to transform itself into

MPSP Merdeka sports carnival

THE Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
together with the Malaysian Red Crescent Cen-
tral, Seberang Prai Chapter will be organising
the Guang Ming Wellness Tour and Merdeka
Sports Carnival on Sept 7.

The carnival will be held at the Ng Yam Huat
Hall, Bukit Mertajam from 6.30am till 1.00pm.

One of the highlights at the carnival will be
the Merdeka Ride/Run 2014 event where, like
the name suggests, people can opt to either
cycle or run, all in the name of promoting a
healthy and active lifestyle.

The cycling category will take place over a
30km stretch, the competitive run over a 10km
trail and the fun run category, over a 4km path.

To participate in the Merdeka Ride/Run
2014, cyclists and runners can register and find
out more information at http://deltaevents.com.
my/event/info/index/Merdeka_Ride_
Run_2014.

Registered cyclists will be given a special
limited edition cyclist jersey while registered
runners will be given special limited edition
sublimated T-shirts.

All proceeds from the Ride/Run category will
be used to fund the humanitarian work under
the Malaysian Red Crescent Central Seberang
Prai Chapter.

Other events that will take place during the

.........

= . ' o S
b

L

Lim (centre) handing over the donation to Domoto (second from left) as a contribution from the state government for the PGM Tournament.

an international and intelligent city, Penang must also
be a sporting location of choice for international
events,” Lim said, hoping that Penang can also be a
host to major international golfing events.
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.MPSP president Maimunah Mohd Shariff (centre) posing for a group photograph with members of the
Malaysian Red Crescent Central Seberang Prai Chapter and a few sponsors of the Guang Ming Wellness

Tour and Merdeka Sports Carnival.

carnival include, Tai Chi exercises, line danc-
ing, a Zumba fitness party, health exhibitions,
medical health screenings and loads more.
Also, the Guang Ming Wellness Tour will be
holding special forums regarding traditional

Chinese medicines, special massages and exer-
cise methods.

Drop by the Merdeka Sports Carnival 2014
this Sept 7 for a fun filled healthy day out with
the family.
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Revised edition of
Karpal’s biography

Story and pix by Mark James

IT has been just over three
months since the untimely
passing of the Tiger of Jelu-
tong, Karpal Singh, on April
17, but his memory still lives
on fresh in the hearts and
minds of all Malaysians.

Karpal has undoubtedly left
his mark in this life; a life that
was not necessarily easy and
without tribulations but one
which transformed many lives
of ordinary men and women to
rise and become extraordinary.

Documenting his life events
was his personal autobiogra-
pher Tim Donoghue who for
the past 27 years made it pos-
sible to give Malaysians an
insight into the life of the
politician, lawmaker and fam-
ily man.

The Penang Institute and
Gerakbudaya Bookshop re-
cently hosted the launch of the
revised edition of the full and
definitive biography, “Karpal
Singh: The Tiger of Jelutong”
where the author along with
Karpal’s family and friends
held a public forum reflecting
on his life and times.

Jagdeep Singh, state exco
for Housing, Town & Country
Planning and also Karpal’s
eldest son, expressed his ap-
preciation on the well re-
searched book which clearly
and in vivid detail tells the
story of his late father.

“He was so well known for
his conviction to uphold the
truth and justice. Malaysians,
foreigners and people from all
walks of life; even the Deputy
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhi-
yiddin Yassin came to pay their
last respects,” he said.

Jagdeep not only spoke of
his father’s legacy in helping
Malaysians from all walks of
life fight for truth and justice
without fear or favour with a
strong conviction to uphold
truth and justice for all, but he
also spoke of Karpal, the father
and grandfather.

autobiography.

“He was looking forward to
playing with his 12th grand-
child but unfortunately this
would not be so. I am sure that
every time I see my youngest
son smile, I know that Karpal
is indeed playing with him
from the heavens. In honour of
Karpal, I have named him
Sherr Karpal Singh Deo. Sherr
in Punjabi means ‘Tiger’,”
Jagdeep added.

“Although he left us so
abruptly, his spirit and lega-
cy will continute to live in
all of us”.

Ramkarpal Singh, Karpal’s
successor to the Bukit Gelugor
parliamentary seat, also shared
a few words with the crowd.

“In the lobby of his (Kar-
pal‘s) office in Kuala Lumpur,
there is a board given by one
of his clients that says ,Karpal
Singh is an institution®. I think
that sums up what he was. He
believed deeply in principles,
was humble and passionate

about his work.”

While he was detained un-
der the Internal Security Act in
the late 1980’s Karpal already
showed true stride and forti-
tude.

“I asked my father wasn’t he
angry with the people that put
him behind bars without justi-
fication? He simply said that
he did not go to jail for no
reason. The fact that people
know his story and are aware
of such injustices made him
thankful to be put inside,”
Ramkarpal added.

It was that period when
Karpal was serving his sen-
tence in Kamunting that he met
New Zealand journalist Dono-
ghue.

It was there that the two men
agreed that the biography
would be written, with Karpal
telling him: “Tim if you want
trouble, you have come to the
right place!”

Donoghue attributed Kar-
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From left to right: Tim, Jagdeep, Ramkarpal and Chin Tong engaging the audience during the launch of the revised Karpal Singh

pal’s source of strength from
his family especially his wife
Gurmit Kaur who he said
helped him overcome all the
trials and tribulations in his
career and lifetime.

“To him there were three
things he put above all else.
Family, law and politics, in
that order,” he said.

In the wake of Ramkarpal
suceeding his father‘s position,
some quarters were claiming
nepotism and favouritism in
his polical party.

“Yes there was talk of fa-
vouritism but people have to
understand that life was very
real for this family. His sons
rose to their roles not because
of their status but through
hard work undertaken on their
own.”

“In my many years of jour-
nalism, this book is my most
prized work. It has been my
privilege to have known and
written on the man we have all
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come to know, adore and love,
Karpal Singh, the Tiger of Je-
lutong”.

Among those who spoke of
Karpal and shared their per-
sonal experiences were Gobind
Singh, Karpal’s son and MP for
Puchong, Kluang MP Liew
Chin Tong, Anwar Fazal, con-
sumer activist and personal
friend of Karpal and Steven
Sim, MP for Bukit Mertajam.

For those who are interested
in getting to know more about
Karpal Singh and his ability to
inspire, you may pick up a
copy of Karpal’s revised auto-
biography from the Gerakbu-
daya bookshop at Jalan Masjid
Kapitan Keling or at any lead-
ing bookshop.

It is Donoghue’s and Kar-
pal’s family’s hope that readers
will learn more and get to
know one of Penang’s most
dearest sons with the wishes
that his spirit of truth and jus-
tice will live on in the people.
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Taking steps to fight dengue

Story by Caleb Yeoh Bl Daerah/ZonWPBT Lokaliti Jumlah Kes

SINCE the start of the year, there have been a total of 1,017
confirmed dengue cases in Penang. Compared to the same
period last year, where a mere 370 cases were reported, this
new figure shows a startling 175% increase in dengue
cases.

From the 1,017, four deaths have also been reported,
compared to only two related to dengue reported in the
previous year.

As of now, there are 10 confirmed dengue hotspots in
Penang.

They include Jalan Macalister, Taman Sri Damai, Jalan
Besi, Jalan Perak, Taman Sri Serdang, Kampung Benggali, 2 oyt FanRan S Danall, Heonoe Tomm %
Sungai Bakap, Taman Bistari, Flat Teluk Indah D2 and D1.

Dr Afif Bahardin, state exco for Agriculture & Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Development and Health, has urged
all Penangites to take necessary precautions to prevent the
spread of the disease.

“I urge everyone to conduct checks in and around their & Timur Laut Jalan Perak 2
living areas, making sure that there are no conducive areas
for the Aedes mosquito to breed. Community clean-ups are
also encouraged to wipe out the existing breeding grounds,” 7 Seberang Perai Utara Taman Sri Serdang 2
Dr Afif said.

He also reminded the public to cooperate with members
of the state health department when fogging is conducted, 3 Seberang Perai Utara Kampung Benggali 2
and to use insect repellants and or wear long pants when
conducting outdoor activities.

Lastly, all Penangites are encouraged to seek medical g Seberang Perai Selatan Sungai Bakap 3
attention if they have symptoms of dengue.

These symptoms include fever, joint aches, nausea and a

loss of appetite. 10 Seberang Perai Selatan Taman Bistari 5

1 Seberang Perai Tengah Flat Telok Indah 02 L5

2 Seberang Perai Tengah Flat Telok Indah D 5]

3 Timur Laut Jalan Macalizter, George Town 4

Timur Laut Jalan Besi 2

A

A table showing the 10 dengue hotspots in Penang provided by Dr Afif’s office.

Action on dirty eatries

IN the latest “Ops Premis Makanan” conducted by the State Health Department, three
premises were ordered to close while 10 others were issued with compound fines
ranging from RM500 to RM1,000 under the Food Cleanliness Act 2009.

Of the three issued with notice of closure, two are restaurants while the other is a
hotel eatery.

Department deputy director (Food Security and Quality Division) Ku Nafishah
Ariffin said the operation focused on hotels, nasi kandar outlets, school canteens and
those selling roast chicken, curries and cendol.

“Many of them prepare their food early during Ramadan but business only starts in
the evening. So, there is a risk of contamination when the food is exposed or not hy-
gienically prepared,” she said at a press conference in Komtar recently.

The operation involved 84 personnel from both the Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil (MPPP) and the Seberang Prai Municipal Council (MPSP) and a total of 23 food
premises were screened.

The operation covered areas like Jelutong, Balik Pulau, Teluk Kumbar, Kepala
Batas, Nibong Tebal, Bukit Mertajam and Seberang Jaya.

Ku Nafishah said to date, a total of 1,318 stalls have been inspected.

“Consumers can lodge complaints should the food outlets they visit fail to observe
good hygiene procedures,” she added.

The public can complain to the Health Department at 04-2017277, 04-2017278,
04-2017235, or 04-2017228. Ku Nafishah showing the list of premises checked during the operation.
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SEeEBERANG PER Al

Seberang Perai Utara

Venue: Dewan Dato’ Haji Ahmad Badawi, Butterworth.
Date: 01-June-2014

Time: 5.30am

Seberang Perai Tengah

Venue: Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Peral,
Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam.

Date: 11-January-2015

Time: 5.30am

Seberang Peral Selatan
Venue: SJK (C) Pal Teik, Nibong Tebal.
Date: 26-October-2014

Time: 5.30am
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MAJLIS PERBANDARAN PULAU PINANG

Permohonan adalah dipelawa daripada warganegara Malaysia yang berkelayakan untuk

IKLAN JAWATAN

mengisi kekosongan jawatan-jawatan berikut:-

2014%£8H1H - 15H

BIL NAMA JAWATAN GRED TARAF
1. Pegawai Perubatan UD47/48 Tetap
2. Pegawai Perubatan uD43/44 Tetap
3. Pegawai Veterinar G41 Tetap
4. Penolong Pegawai Penguatkuasa N27 Tetap/Kontrak
5. Pembantu Penguatkuasa N17 Tetap/Kontrak
6. Pembantu Kesihatan Awam ui17 Tetap/Kontrak
7. Pembantu Kemahiran H17 Tetap/Kontrak
8. Pembantu Veterinar G17 Tetap/Kontrak
9. Pembantu Operasi N11 Tetap/Kontrak
10. Penghantar Notis N11 Tetap/Kontrak
11. | Pemandu Kenderaan H11 Tetap/Kontrak
12. Pembantu Awam H11 Tetap/Kontrak

CARA MEMOHON : Semua permohonan jawatan perlu dibuat secara atas talian (‘on-line’)
menerusi portal rasmi http://www.mppp.gov.my. atau http://eperjawatan.mppp.gov.my

mulai 16 OGOS 2014.

TARIKH TUTUP PERMOHONAN : 29 OGOS 2014

Sebarang kemusykilan atau permasalahan berhubung permohonan ini, sila hubungi

Bahagian Pengurusan Sumber Manusia di talian berikut:-

04-2592115/ 2311 / 2245
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Perkhidmatan SMS Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang o [REEAR
Senarai Perkhidmatan Yang Ditawarkan WS Permohonan, Se Rendah,
- hana Rend n Rakyat (PPR)
Semakan Status Rumah Kos Rendah Semakan Status Pembayaran Kontraktor

Semakan Status Pinjaman Penuntut Semakan Status Pendaftaran Warga Emas
Semakan Status Baki Pinjaman Penuntut Semakan Status Cukai Tanah

Sistem Penghargaan Warga Emas

i—Sejahtera

hittp: f,.u,EJahtem penang.gov.my
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

VIR

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

buletin:
A O

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahnmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osmo/o 013-499 5068
limguaneng@penang.gov.m ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
IO e (T) 04~ 646 4700 ¥5 Shariful Azhar Othman [Moz-4Laen || Al Sl AR Fere 013-580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penana.gov.m F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
SERS Y8 Dotk Holr Rosian Saidi m 04 - 398 3555 R e e 019-437 2887
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy (T) 04 - 399 6689 Gl lrfe] lkesieim Selelin E 04' 397 3555 houdlos & eIl -
@ - joutra/8@yahoo.com
ramasamy@pendng.gov.m
PADANG KOTA PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
VB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Omar Abd. Hamid {B 81—%;% 4‘1‘2%8 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m [F; 04-226 0218 . arshad.saleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
BATU MAUNG YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zahadi Mohd. 019-507 3828
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim ET; 04 - 626 1968 7ahadis5@yahoo.com
abdmalik@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 5496 -
TELOK AIR TAWAR . TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119
YB Lim Hock Seng [T; 04-3317175 jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie7 119@yahoo.com.my
limhockseng@penang.gov.m F) 04-3317175
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
BATU LANCHANG YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria m 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin 012-594 1515
L%ﬁgjggg%@ﬂ?ggmnq oy [3 8‘17%%% 2111‘; datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my | (F) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
‘ = BAYAN LEPAS _ — | [ BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Jamaludin Said 019-413 0799
YE Phke)e Boonthh M o%_ %%%%ig% udinmtd@gmail.com
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 PULAU BETONG | PULAU BETONG
PADANG LALANG YB Muhamad Farid Saad EB 8211 - %gg i%%% |f‘|] I;]thd/Tuor;] Ismail 019-570 9500
- uanismai 0\,/CI o0.com
YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028
@, TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
chong.eng@oenang.gov.m YB Shah Haedan Ayoob { %04 866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
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Chandrasekeran a/l S. 012 - 5619870 g An TEoRg) DA, O - T8 e5ee
Maniam (DAP) Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
B Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 -442 2113
gov.my
(DAP)
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-422 1133 -
. Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my : :
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 -411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012-4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin 013 - 379 6019
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 [FR)
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
(PKR)
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Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
PKR
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Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
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(PAS)
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 012 - 402 6739
Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 4221880
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah 016 - 496 1659 Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 -4143428
(PKR) Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
(NGO)
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy | 019 - 411 7051 Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 4222225
(PKR) (NGO)
Zulkifli Iorahim (PKR) 018-576 1622

Zulkiefly Saad (PKR)

013 - 436 2848

(NGO)

Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid (PKR) | 012 - 424 3878
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031
Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899
(PAS)

ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.

my

Wong Chee Keet 012 - 4511312

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 -414 4822
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A TOURTSM
is back!

CFAL

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

THE 6th edition of the Campaign for a
Lane (CFAL), round-island ride is set to
take place on Aug 17, 7am at the Esplanade.

As of now, CFAL, organised by Ideal
Property Group and G Club Penang Cy-
clists, has achieved a record of 4,300
registered cyclists with about 180 from
overseas.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said at
a press conference that it was a pleasant
thing to see Penang’s fame of being a
cyclist’s ideal destination spreading to
other parts of the world.

“CFAL is one of the biggest cycling
events Penang has had over the years and

August 1 - 15,2014

has contributed in Penang becoming an
international cycling city,” Lim said.

The event is an 82km ride around
Penang island, starting from the heritage
centre of George Town, cycling towards
the free trade zone of Bayan Lepas and
heading towards Teluk Kumbar.

Cyclists will face the upward climb at
Genting before reaching Balik Pulau.

The 2nd challenge will be the Balik
Pulau hill, a 8km 10 to 30 degree gradient
climb.

This year, in light of CFAL’s 6th instal-
ment, the prizes for the lucky draw are
even more lucrative.

The grand prize is a carbon framed
mountain bike worth RM20,000 from
KHS and second prize is a full sub moun-

Lim (centre) and Air Iltam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai (fifth from right) posing
for a photograph with some of the members of the G Club Penang Cyclists.

tain bike worth RM 10,000 from GHOST. by Xfusion, FSA, 2XU, Quick Sports,

The remaining prizes are sponsored  Skin, Clarion, Blackmore and SLN.

Colonial Penang Museum to be opened Vibrant show of culture

AN avid collector
of colonial arti-
facts, furniture
and historical rel-
ics has been work-
ing silently over
the years amass-
ing hundreds of
priceless pieces so
much so that they

will now be
housed in a mu-
seum.

Jasmine Tan
Goit Beng, 67,
and family re-
vealed to the state
government of
their rich collec-
tion and are keen
to place them for public viewing at the soon
to be opened, Colonial Penang Museum.

The Colonial Penang Museum is now
under construction to house the pieces at
Jalan D.S Ramanathan where experts and
curators will be able to preserve them and
the historical value it entails.

Among the prized pieces of her collection
and immensely valuable to the state is the
authentic lease agreement of Penang Island
signed by Francis Light and the original
Province Wellesley lease to the East India
Company signed by the 2nd Earl of Morn-
ington, Richard Wellesley.

Tourism and Culture Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz praised Tan and
her family for preserving and preventing the
country’s national treasures from falling into
foreign hands.

“When Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
invited me to Madam Jasmine’s house I had
no idea what I would see but this is truly a
revelation to see hundreds of historical co-

Lim (second from right) and Nazri (right) excited that the original
Penang Island lease will be part of the Colonial Penang Museum
provided by Tan (second from left) and son, Eric Ma (left).

lonial pieces here and so well preserved,” he
said at Jasmin’s home at Lebuhraya Peel.

Last month, the state leased a piece of
state government property at Jalan D.S.
Ramanathan for the museum but Nazri is
keen to provide financial and professional
support from the federal government.

“I will personally see to it that the Direc-
tor-General of the National Museum and
Heritage Department and curators come
down to look at the collection and if needed
a building extension if there isn’t enough
space at the museum,” he added.

“This is an iconic tourism product. Almost
all countries have strict laws to not allow
national treasures to leave their shores - Ma-
laysia should follow that too.”

Among the other pieces that will be
housed at the Penang Colonial Museum are
the extremely rare and valuable 19th cen-
tury Frangois Linke tables, bookshelves and
grand piano, hundreds of colonial German
dolls and Peranakan relics to name a few.

Miss Yukata winners in their colorful floral yukata.

PENANG hosted the Bon Odori
again but the 2014 edition featured
the “Miss Yukata” competition
apart from additional food and
handicraft stalls.

The Saturday evening of July
19 was filled with excitement
when young and old visitors from
all corners celebrated the feast of
honoring the return of the spirit of
the ancestors.

Everyone was dressed in beau-
tiful Japanese attire, joining the
folk dances and performances.

“Penang is quite famous among
Japanese tourists,” said Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng at the
launch of Bon Odori Festival.

Despite no direct flights from
Japan to Penang, Japanese visitors
are amongst the top four tourist
arrivals to the state.

Lim added he is proud that
Penang is now a “happening”
city that narrows the gap between
nations and at the same time
preserving local and interna-
tional cultures.

Not to mention long-term Japa-
nese residents living and working
in Penang are reaching up to 3,000
people compared to only 1,600 in
2008.

The gala atmosphere was spiced
up with the group Dayaga per-
forming with special taiko drums
and group Aisho from Japan did
the traditional folk dance that took
everyone to their feet.

Festivalgoers also had an op-
portunity admiring 17 beautiful
women finalists in Yukata, an un-
lined modern version of kimono
made from cotton.

With RM20 per coupon, many
enjoyed the Japanese delicacies
like sushi, tako and dorayaki.

The fiesta ended with the an-
nouncement of the winners of
Miss Yukata competition and
lucky draw prize giving ceremony.

The Miss Yukata title went
to Ms. Hoe Jiaa Xinn while
Ms. Wong Chee Wei was placed
second and Ms. Giimmy Siah
third.



Child’s health is the nation’s wealth

By Priscilla Ho

Certified Play Therapist (PTI-UK)
Creativity At Heart, Penang

Email: prishoh@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pag-
es/Cr8TvTHeart-Creativity-at-
Heart

CHILD’S health is the nation’s
wealth. . .What needs to be done to
support children’s mental well being?
Sometimes we seemed to be far away
fromknowing how tohelpchildrenand
give them a voice.

Are you aware that children are
abused (emotional, physical, sexual),
have behavior problems (anger, poor
school attendance, communication),
beingbullied orare bullies, traumatized,
are separated from their parents, social
exclusion, have delayed development,
havealeamingdisability and isaspecial
need child (ADHD, Autistic Spectrum
disorder, Downand others). The critical
needs to address children’s emotional,
psychological and social problems
have been long neglected.

‘Playisthechild’slanguage and toys
are their words?’ Play helps children to
make sense of the world around them.
‘Whileeducationiskey forchildren, we
need to know that play is just as impor-
tant as it helps to develop children’s
creativity and build their identity, self
confidence and ultimately develop re-
silience.

Play helps spur a child’s emotional,
cognitive, social and motor develop-
ment.Childrenleamby playingontheir
own, with their parents, caregivers and
other children. Play changes with the
developmental stages of a child.

The basic truth that no one really
knows as much about any human be-
ing’s inner world then the individual
herself. Responsible freedom grows
and develops from the inside of the
person. Children from different cul-
tures, genders and abilities can all be
helped by therapeutic play.

Applications of therapeutic play
skills with highly innovative and crea-
tive approaches prevent or repair
emotional damage in children. Thera-
peutic play offer such children a space
in which the feelings these experiences
generate can be expressed and con-
tained.

It can enable them to shift their
perspective of abuse ordifficulty sothat
they areless likely to internalize blame.
The resulting empowerment and in-
creased self esteem can be the spring-
board to help the child to cope with
difficulties in the real world.

State of mental health
The National Health Morbidity

Survey (NHMS) conducted in 2011
revealed that more children aged be-
tween 5 and 15 suffering from mental
health issues or were prone to mental
disorders, compared with the number
from the NHMS conducted in 2006
which showed 1000052 cases. The
number of children and adolescent age
5 to 15 years old with mental health
problemincreased from 194%in2006
to 20% on 2011. Healthy mind pro-
gram survey conducted in 2013 re-
vealed 7% of 19.919 (Form4 students)
from 157 schools showed signs of se-
vere and extremely severe stress, anxi-
ety and depression. This was reported
in the New Straits Times on 6th Jan
2014.

As reported in The Star dated Au-
gust 16,2013, there were almost 4000
cases of child abuse last year, said
Women, Family and Community
Development Minister Datuk Rohani
Abdul Karim.Lastyear, 3,831 children
werereported tobe victims,anincrease
of 403 cases, or 11.8%, compared to
2011. Thefirstquarter of this yearalone
saw 1023 cases of child abuse, and in
669 cases, the victims were female. The
most common cases of child abuse
were physical, emotional and sexual,
apart from cases involving abandon-
ment of children. In the 2014 Sus-
pected Child Abused & Neglect semi-
nar in Penang GH on April 10, 99
cases of child abuse presented on
childrenage2 yearsoldto 18 yearsold:
34 cases were physical, 10 cases neglect
and 55 cases were sexual. The perpetra-
tors were friends of victims, parents and
baby sitters. Children need to be edu-
cated to protect themselves and voice
up when being abused by people they
know.

During the recent S5th NECIC con-
ference in Ipoh, the statistics presented
by Associate Professor Jill Sewell from
Australia on Malaysia was a grave
concem for children with leaming dis-
ability.

With a population (30 million), we
have 3.7 million (age 7-12 years old).

* 5%1010% with Leaming Disabil-
ity (185,000 to 350,000)

* 5% with ADHD (185,000)

* 3% with Intellectual Disability
(112200)

* Other with ASD, physical disabil-
ity, vision / hearing impaired

The definition of Leaming Disabil-
ity (LD) refers toanumber of disorders
which may affect the acquisition, or-
ganisation, retention, understanding or
use verbal or nonverbal information in
those with otherwise at lease average
abilities; and result for impairments in
processes related to perceiving, think-

ing, remembering or leaming.

Early identificationis vital inhelping
a child to succeed academically and
socially.Careful andhonestobservation
is a key to understanding how well a
child is progressing in their develop-
ment of skills in important areas such
as expressive and receptive language,
fine and gross motor coordination, at-
tention and socialization.

With this in mind and the need to
address self-efficacy issues, the Penang
Education Council undertheleadership
of YB Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy who is
also the Deputy Chief Minister Il initi-
ated and funded a creative learning
program using English as the medium
of instruction. The first programme
took off in2010and has todatereached
out to a total of 250 children aged be-
tween 10 and 12 years old from nine
residential areas and villages.

The programme has reached Ta-
man Seri Janggus in Bukit Mertajam,
Batu Kawan, Nibong Tebal, Taman
Inderawasih in Perai, Kepala Batas on
the mainland and Tanjong Tokong,
Tanjong Bungah, Padang Tembak in
Air Ttam and Sungai Emas in Batu
Feringghi on the island.

The programme was uniquely de-
signed withacombination of art, music,
storytelling, play and games to create a
fun leaming experience while staying
true to the elements of the language
skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking
and Writing. Although the medium of
instruction was English, it was not re-
garded as a ‘solution’ to the English
proficiency problem among students.
It was to showcase that learning in any
language could be fun and exciting if
creative learning tools are incorporated
in the teaching process. It was also an
alterative attempt to address self-effi-
cacy issue.

Eventually, the programmeevolved
as the team of volunteers moved from
one area to another area as the issues
faced by the children began to differ.
The programme was carried out over
8 sessions and the topics that were
covered were cleanliness, nutrition,
discipline, safety (bullying and abuse).

The creative mediums used were art,
sensory, thythmic and storytelling
activities to unleash the creativity in
each child. During the programme,
a book named “T am Special” initi-
ated by Dr Ho Siang Boon and
Priscilla Ho is given to each child to
allow them to express themselves
freely. It is a creative therapeutic
activity book that is not simply a
colouring book as the core activity
of the book helps children to exercise
their imagination and creativity as
well as express their emotions.

The output from the programme
was the seven (7) storybooks written
by the children during the storytelling
process and published by Creativity At
Heart. On the last day of the sessions,

the children in the respective villages
read out aloud and acted out the inspir-
ing story written by them. In all the 7
storybooks, the children expressed
happiness and sadness, grieved when
death occurred, celebrated new births,
talked about ‘abuse’, the good and the
bad, moving away and staying on to
face the challenges and finally found
the strength in friendship.

Theeffortby the Penang Education
Council lead by Ms Fatimah Hassan
continuestofund informal programmes
as part Penang State Government’s
effort to act as a catalyst for change by
providing the platform for lively explo-
ration of new ideas and stimulating the
exploration and development of inno-
vative solutions, thereby contributing
to Penang’s development as the fore-
most centre for education and leaming
in the country.

The stories were written in English
during the story writing activity and
illustration were all done by the chil-
dren. The final editing was done by
English teachers and professionals
without changing the flow of the story
but just correcting the grammar mis-
takes. The following are the storybooks
written by the children and should be
read without being judgemental.

Sg Emas Batu Feringghi Program 14th May - 28th June’14

Organized by JKKK Sg Emas
Yong Bee and Wanita Briged
Suzie Lim, supported by YB
Teh Yee Cheu.

THE recent program was held on
14th May till 29 June over 6 ses-
sions at Sungai Emas, Batu Fering-
ghi. The program was attended by
16 children age 3 years old to 14
years old. The children were of
mixed ethnic group. Most of the
children have difficulty in express-
ing and writing their wishes, fears
and what makes them special in the
therapeutic book ‘I am Special.
Children alsohave difficulties read-
ing the story of Si Comel and her
Kittens. Could their difficulties be a
learning disability or children are
affected by emotional problems
especially most of them were from
single parent family?

This will also affect the devel-
opmental years of the child as one
parent is not there to support the
child’s needs. By the 4th session it
was encouraging to see some of
the children standing up to speak
in simple English. The activity on
the basket story encouraged chil-

dren to listen to one another and
expressed their thoughts when they
chose a toy from the basket. The
older child in the group is 14 year
old and he will be assisting as a
co-facilitator when class starts
again for a new group.

There will be a follow up plan
for the children and also meeting
with their parents to provide further
support. All the children were also
accessed on the SDQ (strength and
difficulties questionnaires) for
those ages 10 and above.

Children are colour blind, let
them stay this way. Children donot
know discrimination. Children’s
job is to play as play is their lan-
guage, to make sense of the world
around them. Children know
laughter, most important children
‘VALUEFRIENDSHIP..
let them stay this way, let them
grow up healthily being colour
blind to one another’s skin colour.

Our heartfelt thanks to Penang
Education Council: YB Professor
Dr P. Ramasamy and Ms Fatimah
Hassan for continuously funding
this meaningful program for the
children in the community.
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Clear guidelines for
restoration works

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE “dismantling and recon-
struct” method is an approach
recommended by the consult-
ant architect for the develop-
ment of a commercial, hotel,
office and condominium pro- |
ject at Jalan Macalister which |
involves two buildings.

One of them is No. 216A,
Jalan Macalister which is not
a heritage building.

The other, 218, Jalan Ma-
calister, is part of a heritage
building listed under Category
2.

Experts were engaged, including con-
servation expert Prof. Dr. A. Ghafar
Ahmad and conservator Tan Ching Ling.

Dismantling & Reconstruct method
means part of the 218 Jalan Macalister is
dismantled, stored and reconstructed
later on when the surrounding buildings
are completed.

This is to avoid further damage to the
building due to the works done on site.

On April 9, the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) approved the
works to begin.

Chow denying claims made by NGOs that |
heritage buildings were demolished to
make way for modern structures.

-

In May, MPPP conducted a
check and found that works to
dismantle and store the tiles,
pillars, windows and other parts
of the building had been carried
out.

Chow Kon Yeow who is the exco
member for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation, held
a press conference on July 25 to clarify
to the press as claims were made that the
heritage building on 218 Jalan Macalister
was being demolished.

“It is untrue that the building was
demolished,” Chow said.

However, he said he will instruct the
local councils and the George Town
World Heritage Inc. to draw up transpar-
ent and open guidelines on restoration of
heritage buildings in both the main Her-

Conserve Runnymede structure, owner told

THE state government and the Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) have
issued a notice urging the owners of an
abandoned colonial heritage building to
take immediate action to restore and
conserve the structure.

Located at No. 40 Jalan Sultan Ah-
mad Shah, the structure owned by Run-
nymede Hotels Sdn Bhd was left,
abandoned and broken for a long period
of time.

“This order is part of a plan to repair
a cluster of buildings along Jalan Sul-
tan Ahmad Shah, which have fallen
into disrepair. The building and its
land is listed under the ownership of
Runnymede and was listed as a ‘Cat-
egory 2’ heritage premise by MPPP,”
exco for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow said at a recent press
conference.

Chow added that this was in line with

the state’s guidelines which require land
owners to initiate preservation and
conservation works on classified herit-
age buildings.

Under the available city council
laws, any abandoned buildings in de-
plorable conditions and safety condi-
tions, MPPP may issue notices under
Section 82 of the Local Government
Act and Section 83 of the Street, Drain-
age and Bulding Act 1974 among which
the owner must fix a safety gate, restore
structural damage, prevent break ins,
remove wild weeds, bushes and trees
and remove all foreign objects that may
pose a safety hazard.

Should the notice be ignored, MPPP
will proceed to carry out temporary
protection and restoration works and
could escalate the issue bringing the
owners to court.

The building at no 40 Jalan Sultan
Ahmad Shah was built around 1921 and

Buletin Mutiara’s photographer Shum Jian Wei captured this photo on July 25 at 218, Jalan
Macalister.

itage Zone and the Category 2 Zone.
“There must be clear guidelines as to
what method can be allowed for the res-
toration of the buildings. All these issues
must be addressed so that there are no
allegations of double-standard or selec-
tive approvals for certain developers.”

A shot of the Runnymede Hotel building, ruined by the course of time and
abandonment.

served as an estate, a British Marine

The plot of land also originally

outpost, a Japanese occupation building  housed Sir Stamford Raffles when he

and even as a Malaysian army camp
after independence.

and his family resided in Penang in the
1800s before leaving for Singapore.



Bicycle hub a gift to Penang

THE first bicycle hub in Penang
that seamlessly integrates into a
commercial development will
be the latest addition to turn the
state into a cycling society.

It was described by Datuk
Andrew Lim Tatt Keong, man-
aging director of GAMA Super-
market & Departmental Store
Sdn. Bhd. (GAMA) as a “gift to
Penang”.

“We want to take back that
image of Penang which was
full of greenery. Singapore
used to trail behind Penang in
terms of a green city and used
to learn from Penang. So
GAMA is happy to do what we
can for our beloved city,” he
said at the groundbreaking
ceremony on July 19 at the
piece of empty land behind
GAMA Supermarket.

Costing RMS million, the 260
parking bays and 111 bicycle
bays located on a 10,000 sq ft
site wil be ready by early 2017.

GAMA will develop a RM30
million 10-storey carpark and
provide facilities like gymnasi-
um, shower rooms, lockers and
others to encourage more cus-
tomers and tourists to cycle in
and around George Town.

pletion of the 12.5 km dedicated
bicycle lanes along the east
coast from Queensbay Mall to
George Town scheduled for
completion this year.

“This bicycle hub will be the
city centre node, the perfect
meeting point for cyclists. Of the
12.5 km, 10.7 km will be along
the coast and the remaining 1.8
km will cross Sungai Pinang to
Jalan Gudwara up to GAMA,”
said Penang Island Municipal
Council Building Director Yew
Tung Seang,

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng was the guest of honour at
the ground-breaking ceremony
with Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon,
exco member Chow Kon Yeow,
assemblymembers Lau Keng
Ee, Teh Lai Heng and Member
of Parliament Ng Wei Aik.

Lim thanked GAMA for the
gift of the bicycle hub.

“GAMA has got heritage
value,” he said.

GAMA certainly remains in
the hearts of many older genera-
tion Penangites as the first su-
permarket on the island.

It started as Pulau Pinang
Supermarket Sdn. Bhd located

Chang (third from right) at the ground-breaking ceremony of the bicycle hub.

1960s.

The founder of GAMA,
Chang Cheng Guan, was spotted
at the ground-breaking ceremo-
ny too. Chang who
hailed from Kedah

permarket after a visit to Singa-
pore’s CK Tang. In 1980, Pulau
Pinang Supermarket changed to
GAMA and moved to its current

site at the Jalan Datuk Keramat/
Jalan Penang 5-road intersec-
tion or in Hokkien, ‘goh pay
teng’.

sat proudly amongst
the VIP guests and is
still active at the
golden age of 87.
He recalled that he
opened Pulau Pinang
Supermarket in 1967
and it was the first

. s
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air-conditioned su-
permarket on the
island back then. He

Local Government Division (LGD)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTICE
(CODE : LGD/RFP-PDP/1/2014)

This goes well with the com-

Feedback on

A SURVEY in the form of seven
questions is now being con-

ducted to get the opinion of

Penangites on the issue of our
street food being cooked by lo-
cals only.

“About 50 council staff will
go round the city to gather feed-
back before the plan turns to
action,” said Local Government
committee chairman Chow Kon
Yeow at a press conference on
July 25.

Chow, who started the survey
at the Chowrasta Bazaar along-
side council members and gen-
eral workers, added that Penang

Island Municipal Council (MPPP) and
Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) will focus on distributing the
questionnaire at hawker centers, restau-

rants and public places.

“While doing their daily routine, the
staff will also hand out and collect those

forms,” explained Chow.
Prior to the Chief Minister’s

at Chowrasta Market in the got the idea of a su-

forelgn cooks

Chow (right) and council member Ang Eng Thye
(centre) and Ong Ah Teong (left) handing the survey
forms to shopkeepers at Chowrasta Bazaar.

on banning foreigners from being hired as
street food cooks on July 12, it is now up
to the people to do their best in preserving
the authenticity of their delicacies as well
as the world’s recognition of Penang as a
food haven.

Hence, people are advised to submit
their opinion to www.mppp.gov.my or
WWW.mpsp.gov.my

proposal Survey ends on Aug 31.

The offer is made to local and international companies to participate in the Request
For Proposal as follows:-

TITLE ROADS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT PROJECTS IN PENANG

(Penang Transport Master Plan Strategy 2013-2030)

OPENING DATE : 15" AUGUST 2014 (FRIDAY)

CLOSING DATE : 16™ DECEMBER 2014 (TUESDAY)

1. Interested bidders are required to submit a non-refundable sum of Ringgit
Malaysia Two Thousand Only (RM2,000.00) by way of banker’s cheque / postal
order to the Bendahari Negeri Pulau Pinang to obtain the RFP Tender
document, including six (6) volumes of the Transport Master Plan Strategy
Reports.

2. The RFP document and Reports are available at the Cashiers’ Counter, Level 3,
KOMTAR, Penang during office hours from 8.00 am — 5.00 pm with effect from
15 August 2014.

3. Interested bidders are required to attend a briefing as follows:
Date : 27 August 2014
Time: 9.30am
Venue: Auditorium A, Level 5, KOMTAR, Penang Road, Penang

2. Completed documents should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the
top right hand corner of the parcel as Request For Proposal for Roads and Public
Transport Projects in Penang, Malaysia before 12.00 noon on 16" December
2014 at The Local Government Division, Level 56, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang.

3. Documents submitted after the closing date will not be considered. LGD has the
right to call off the RFP tender at any time before or after the closing date without
giving any reasons whatsoever.

4. For further enquiries, please contact Ir. Lim Thean Heng at +604-6505410 /
+604-2613454 (limtheanheng@gmail.com) or Engr. Mustagin at +604-6505681.
(mus_wm@yahoo.com)

Principal Assistant Secretary, Local Government Division
Penang State Secretariat




m F@ @ B August 1 - 15, 2014

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

THESE days, if you were to throw
a stone in any direction in Pen-
ang’s city centre, it’s bound to hit
not one, not two but at least three
cafes.

Not that it’s a bad thing, as
Penangites like to be spoiled for
choice, especially when it comes
to our love language, food, but
George Town does get a bit
crowded on the weekends, after
office hours and even from 9.30
am till 11am (your average brunch
time) on a daily basis.

So what if we told you, you
could get your regular (if not bet-
ter) cafe fix of a good cup of joe
and a hearty western influenced
meal while taking in the artsy
interior deco of a cafe, without
having to jam up with everyone
else in George Town.

Interested? Read on.

Nestled in the suburbs of Hill-
side, Tanjong Bungah, lies a cozy
cafe, endearingly named after the
area of which it resides.

The Hillside Cafe Bar & Res-
taurant provides your everyday
cafe needs and a little bit more as
it runs as a minor art gallery for
local artists to display their works
of art.

The interior boasts of a mini-
malist and earthy feel, with its
homemade wooden tables and
chairs which blend harmoniously
well with its cement floors and
hanging glass paneled lighting
pieces gently illuminating the
indoor dining area.

Catching up with director
Elaine Stewart Ng, a Londoner
who’s made a family and spent
most of her life in Penang, we
found out that Hillside was an
honest-to-goodness family run
business.

Its culinary team is headed by
Elaine’s husband, a local Penan-
gite, and the initial idea for the
cafe came from her oldest son,
Josh and his wife Georgia who
attended school here as well.

Walking into the cafe gave off
a homey, relaxed environment,
being greeted by friendly staff.
Elaine said that this was what they
wanted to achieve - a comfy eat-
ery where you could come at any
time of the day, dressed up for a
dinner date, a quick bite after a
morning run or just to catch up
with some friends for drinks at
night.

The only thing that was better
than the feel and the interior was
its food.

e

A healthi-
er alterna-
tive, ‘The
Healthy
Start’.

R

‘The Works’ a hearty meal for a quick start to the day. Also
available during lunch.

“We were in the restaurant
business, located in the heart of
London some time ago. When
we got here, we wanted to bring
a little of what we got back
there, mixed with the traits of
Penang as well,” Elaine said.

Its food is best described in
one word. “Hearty”.

With heavy influences from
typical food from the UK like
classic fish and chips, “The

Healthy Start”, a breakfast item
comprising granola, raisins and
yoghurt drizzled with some
honey.

Also, a must try and a per-
sonal favourite of ours would be,
“The Works”, a typical big
breakfast of eggs, homemade
sausage, baked beans, a side
salad, two strips of bacon (non-
halal) and a slice of toast.

We also recommend trying
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A shot of The Hillside Cafe Bar and Restaurant from the outside.

their pastas off the dinner menu.

Their Carbonara is exception-
ally good.

With too many not-a-Carbon-
ara-Carbonaras all over Penang,
it’s a pleasant surprise to actu-
ally get a plate of this classic
pasta dish the way it was meant
to be served - with a raw egg
yolk sitting on top of the noo-
dles, and not drowned in cream.

Hillside is open from Tues-

L\

ptiara

The cozy interior of Hillside
during its brunch crowd.

4
urant

days till Sundays for breakfast
(8am - 11.30am), lunch
(11.30am — 3pm) and dinner
(6pm — 10pm) and also wel-
comes furry patrons of the four-
legged kind with its outdoor
patio styled seating.

For more information or to
make reservations, follow them
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/thehillsidecafepenang or
call them at 04-8998071.
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Vision of a bicycle
state taking shape

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

ONCE again Penang leads by becoming the first state in

the country to provide an automated bicycle sharing system.
It will be equipped with at least 25 stations, 1,000 bi-

cycle docks and 500 bicycles in the George Town area.

“The project will be on our street as early as May,
2015, with the network planned to be completed by
2017,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said at a press
conference to announce the “Bicycle Sharing System”
at Komtar on Aug 1.

Also present were Penang Bike Share founder and
chief executive officer Hubert Fong, its marketing man-
ager Thomas Tan and Penang Island Municipal Coumcil
(MPPP) building director Yew Tong Siang.

He said assisting the state government and the MPPP,
Public Bike Share Sdn Bhd will undertake to realise a
low carbon emitting, traffic congestion free future.

Public Bike Share Sdn Bhd won the tender to operate
the automatic bicycle sharing system in George Town.

The company will bear all the cost of planning, prepar-
ing, operating and maintenance of the bicycle sharing
system over a 12-year concession period.

Estimated operation cost per year will be approximate-
ly RM750,000.

The company will pay MPPP a concession fee beginning
from year seven, with RM 100,000, year eight RM200,000,
and RM300,000 each year after that till year 12, with a
total sum of RM1.5 million.

The rental of the bicycle will be via a prepaid bike pass,

FEIFJ 6»'11. o
Fong (right) sharing a point with Lim (second from
right), Yew (right) and other guests during the press
conference.

credit card or Mobile app.

“Over the past few decades, Malaysia, and much of the
world began to embrace a car-centric transport culture, full
of highways and carparks. The humble bicycle lost its place
among the people following the influx of cars into our
society.

“As London, New York, Taipei and Melbourne opened
up their streets with better infrastructure for cycling, Bike
Share Systems in these cities have re-introduced cycling to
our modern era.

“With such a system, no longer do you have to be teth-
ered to your vehicle. With a simple access pass, you can
pick up a bicycle at any station, Ride, Commute and Cycle
to a destination of your choice, return the bicycle there with
ease and convenience,” Lim said.

Embracing OKU into society

COLLEGE students from
KDU School of Business
were recently praised by the
president of the Penang
Cheshire Home, Datuk Seri
Khoo Keat Siew, for their
efforts in highlighting is-
sues related to the special
needs community.

“You are not only pursu-
ing academic excellence
but you have also taken
time to create awareness on
the needs of the special

have of the disa-
bled,” Khoo added.
When the stu-
dents from KDU
heard that Jagdeep
Singh Deo, assem-
blymember for Da-
tuk Keramat, will
join them at Chesh-
ire Home, they were
greatly motivated.

RM1,500 for the

Thus,they hadraised Residents of Cheshire Home listening attentively to Jag-
funds amounting to deep’s motivating speech.

11,

needs community,” Khoo
said.

“Many of these special
needs people wish to live
independently. Since its
inception in 1978, Cheshire
Home has aimed to provide
training and living skills to
them to enable them to live
independently. I encourage
the public to interact with
them through various cam-
paigns and projects to dis-
pel the misconception we

home and also carried out
various awareness cam-
paigns.

“I am very happy that
you are all involved in this
project. Since Pakatan
Rakyat took over the Pen-
ang state government, we
have carried out various
programmes which are
welfare based. [ will get my
team to help Cheshire
Home to register the OKU
for welfare help,” Jagdeep

said.

He also contributed
RM1,000 to Cheshire
Home and sponsored the
Iunch for the residents.

In his speech, he made a
poignant address to the
residents of Cheshire Home
who are mostly wheel-chair
bound.

“When I see all of you in
your wheelchairs, I am re-
minded of Karpal Singh.
Do not let your disabilities

hinder you. Everyone of
you can be Karpal Singh
too. I am also reminded of
USA President Franklin D.
Roosevelt who was also in
awheelchair and yet, he led
his country in a war.”

Jagdep urged other col-
leges to come forward to be
involved like KDU where
the students spend time
with the OKU community
to create better awareness
and understanding.

Sponsorship for mountain

bike racing champ

PERBADANAN Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang Sdn
Bhd (PBAPP) announced its sponsorship of down-
hill mountain bike (DH MTB) racing champion
Adam Faroze Ahmed recently.

Penang-born Adam is a 26-year-old semi-pro-
fessional DH MTB racer who has been travelling
around Malaysia, as well as overseas to compete in
2014.

The three races so far this year are The Kenyir
MTB Challenge in Terengganu on May 11, The
Western Australia State Downhill Race Series 3 in
Perth, Australia (expert category) on May 31, and
The Kiara Downhill Domination in Kuala Lumpur
on June 8.

“In June, he also managed to achieve fourth
placing in the Kona Victorian DH MTB (expert
category) in Victoria, Australia; and fifth placing in
the Philippines National Championships/2014
Asean MTB Cup Series 1 in Cebu,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng told a media conference in Komtar
on Aug 4.

Also present was PBAPP general manager Jaseni
Maidinsa.

Lim, who is also PBAPP chairman, said on July
4 PBAPP handed over a RM15,000 sponsorship
cheque to Adam in recognition of his national and
international achievements, as well as to support
his dream of flying Penang’s colours high in other
DH MTB races this year.

The sponsorship will help to cover his expenses
to participate in six more races this season.

They are The Malaysian National Champion-
ship/2014 Asean MTB Cup Series 2, in Sabah from
Aug 15 to 17, The Japan National Series J1 Wing-
hills, Sept 26 and 27, The UCI Asian Continental
Championships in Sumatra, Indonesia on Oct 31,
The Asia Pacific Downhill Challenge, Thailand, in
November and The Kuantan Beat My Time Race
in Pahang, in November.

This sponsorship is in line with the state govern-
ment and PBAPP’s commitment to support and
provide incentives for Penang athletes.

“Cycling also promotes a healthy and green
lifestyle in Penang and supports our aim to create
a Cleaner, Greener and Healthier Penang for all.
At the same time, we wish to further enhance
Penang’s position as a bicycle-friendly tourist
destination.

“We hope that our sponsorship of Adam will
inspire more people in Penang to take up cycling,
especially amongst our youths, while increasing our
visibility amongst the national and international
bike community,” Lim added.

Adam is the highest ranked Malaysian DH MTB
racer by UCI, cycling’s international federation
which is recognised by the International Olympic
Committee (I0C).

In 2013, he was ranked 166 amongst all DH
MTB racers in the world, and he is one of the best-
known bikers in the country.

Lim said besides wearing the PBAPP logo and
the word “Penang” on his race jersey in the second
half of 2014, Adam also posts race videos on vimeo.
com, as well as race reports and updates on his
facebook account and team website.
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The futuristic performance of the Wrecking Crew Orchestra who opened the Circus Circus
From Finland came Race Horse Company and their shiny big red balls. show at Dewan Sri Pinang, officially kicking off the start of GTF 2014.

The male lead from the Bunditpatanasilpa Institute who paved the way for a A scene from the Shanghai Starlight Acrobatic Troupe, wrapping up the performances at
cultural shadow dance treat from Thailand. Circus Circus. - Pictures courtesy of Erin Lim
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Bright employment outlook

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE future looks bright with new
job creation of 14,515 posts.

Datuk Lee Kah Choon, special
adviser to the Chief Minister of Pen-
ang, said this at a media briefing on
Penang Employment Outlook on
Aug 4.

However, Penang is not resting on
its laurels and Lee revealed a few
approaches to ensure that supply and
demand stays at a healthy growth.

“Snapshots from job portals re-
vealed that there are 11,759 vacan-
cies in Penang as at July 31. Another
popular site showed that there are
2,635 jobs which are higher value
positions. Statistics show that the
unemployment rate in Penang in
2013 was only 1.7% compared to the
national average of 3.1%.

“Anything below 3% is consid-
ered full employment as these per-
centages are people in between
jobs,” Lee said.

“For the longer term, as Penang

continues to attract more invest-

ments, more higher value jobs will |

be available. The trend in invest-
ments is not so much on capex
based FDIs but higher value jobs
created and executed by the people
of Penang.”

The Penang Careers Assistance

and Talent (CAT) Centre continues
to support and synergise investors’
talent needs.

Some of the steps taken also in-
clude international internship for
foreign students to do their training
in Penang.

As the state needs more knowl-
edgeable workers, Penang CAT and
investPenang are also working with
the investors on education loans to
send students to further their studies.

Lee said they are working on the
details and hopefully within six
months, can come up with a fund to
provide opportunities for Penang
students.

Contact pgcat@investpenang.gov.
my or phone 04-2502170.

Lee says unemployment rate in Penang in 2013 was only 1.7% compared to the national

average of 3.1%.

Good response to property fair

THE 12th edition Star Property Fair 2014 was held
simultaneously at Gurney Plaza and the adjoining G
Hotel in George Town from July 24-27.

The fair drew good response from property devel-
opers with more than 30 exhibitors showcasing local,
foreign and secondary properties.

Besides showcasing a wide selection of properties,
there were talks and forums by specialists in their
respective fields to provide useful information and
updates on property investment, financing and re-
lated topics throughout the four-day event.

“With over 30 local and foreign exhibitors par-
ticipating this year, including some big names in
property development, it is clear that Penang con-
tinue to attract keen investors looking for a place in
the Pearl of the Orient,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said in his speech at the launch on July 24.

“As one of the most economically important states
in Malaysia, Penang has seen a significant growth in
population in recent years as more people clamour to
seek a better life. This in turn impacted the demand
for properties ranging from medium-cost housing to
luxury units. The encouraging business sentiment and
growing economic progress is evident around Penang.

“We see sustained foreign direct investment and
local investment into Penang regardless of what those
detractors who are blind to the realities on the ground
may say,” he added.

The stronger purchasing power this year of con-
sumers has made sales much better this year than last

| ‘1-'111:'17\-'1%'\"1 ;
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Some visitors taking a look at a development project at the falr

year. This can be seen by the roaring business at
Ramadan bazaar stalls which have attracted custom-
ers from outside Penang due to the range and variety
of products offered.

‘The opening of Penang’s second bridge earlier
this year, which enhanced accessibility and exchange

between the island and mainland, is also playing a
part in strengthening the resilience of the local
economy, literally opening up pathways for more
partnerships. The continuing demand for properties
in Penang reaffirms the attractiveness of our little
state,” he added.
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